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Pedestrian, 88, killed by motorist’s ‘impatience’ 

DRIVER JAILED 
FOR DEATH CRASH 


By John Scott 


A DRIVER whose bid to ‘jump 
the lights’ cost the life of an 
88-year-old pedestrian has 
been sent to jail for 12 months. 

A judge told Jamie Platt his impa¬ 
tience had led a vibrant, well-loved 
lady to her grave. 

Mrs Mavis Storey - blind in one eye - was 
seven metres into the carriageway as the 
27-year-old cut the corner going onto the wrong 
side of the road where she was walking, Wolver¬ 
hampton Crown Court was told. 

Mr Robert Price, prosecuting, said he knew 
these lights changed two seconds ahead of those 
of the opposing traffic, offering him a chance to 
turn right across it into Bloxwich Road, Walsall 
at the busy junction with Leamore Lane where 
four routes converge. 

He added: “He elected to beat the traffic and 
was in something of a hurry as he turned at 
the crossroads, cutting the corner by driving on 
the wrong side of the road and failed to see the 
pedestrian. He did not brake, swerve or steer 
away from her. If he had been on the right side 
of the road he may not have hit 
her. His decision to cut the cor¬ 
ner was flawed.” 

An eyewitness said the de¬ 
fendant ‘booted it’ away from 
the lights and moments later 
the Golf was doing 21mph as 
it struck Mrs Storey, who lived 
Mavi<; <5torpv near scene and had stepped 
y into the road when the pedes¬ 
trian light shone red, the court 
heard. The victim suffered catastrophic injuries 
and died in hospital 11 hours after the August 
13, 2016 incident. 

Mr Richard Dawson, defending, said Platt 
had not expected to find a pedestrian crossing 
against a red light but accepted it was a mis¬ 
take to cut the corner. 

The defendant from Halford Crescent, 
Coalpool admitted causing death by careless 
driving. Judge Michael Challinor said: “If you 
hadn’t been in such a hurry you may have seen 
Mrs Storey and this could have been avoided. A 
much loved, vibrant old lady is in her grave as 
a result of your impatience.” 

The year-long jail term included eight 
months for the offence and a further four 
months from a suspended sentence imposed at 
an earlier date for an unrelated crime. 




IT’S JUST RUBBISH! COLLECTOR ON LITTER CRUSADE 



Mike Hawes with some of the rubbish he has collected around Hayhead Wood, Longwood Lane 

A LITTER crusader collected 36 bags of rub- bags a week depending how often he goes out. bit. Non-built up areas get bad because people 
bish in January during his own mission to He said: “Aldridge is a nice area of Walsall but will throw rubbish knowing no one can see 

keep the streets of Walsall clean. I still picked up 36 bags on my own. them doing it. 

Mike Hawes, aged 53, from Aldridge has Ninhtrrmi'P “If will be hard to get on top of it because 

been armed with a high visibility jacket, a lit- IMiy TlllTlctrc rubbish blows all over the place but the key 

ter picker and plastic bags to visit grotspots “I pass by on my way to work and in some to keep it as clean as possible is for everyone 
and tidy them up for 12 to 18 months. parts no one shifts rubbish that is dumped by to do their bit.” 

Walsall Council has provided him with fly-tippers and I do not want Aldridge to get Anyone who wants to pick up litter can con- 
bags and last week alone he filled up seven like that. tact their local councillor who will be able to 

big sacks in a couple of hours down Longwood “Litter is an absolute nightmare. The key provide them with high visibility jackets and 

Lane. Mike will regularly collect roughly four to keeping it clean is for everyone to do their bin bags. 


COURT 

Father accused of 
murder is taken ill 

THE father accused of killing eight-year-old 
Mylee Billingham failed to appear in court 
after being rushed to hospital. 

Bill Billingham, aged 54, had been due to 
appear before magistrates in Wolverhamp¬ 
ton on Monday charged with daughter 
Mylee’s murder and making threats to kill 
her mother. 

A brief hearing before two magistrates 
was told Billingham, of Valley View, Brown- 
hills, had been admitted to an unnamed 
hospital at about 5am. His solicitor, Paul 
Selby, told the court Billingham may be fit 
enough to attend court this week. 

Prosecutor Kelly Crowe said the case 
was set to be re-listed at either Walsall or 
Dudley Magistrates Court in the next few 
days. 

DEATH 

Police probe into 
rail track tragedy 

A MAN was killed when he was hit by a 
train in Walsall. 

Police have launched an investi¬ 
gation into the fatality that occurred 
at Bescot Stadium Station at around 
midday on Sunday. The station was 
cordoned off as a forensics team ex¬ 
amined the scene. 

Trains running towards Walsall and 
Rugeley were terminated at Tame 
Bridge Parkway with passengers hav¬ 
ing to continue their journeys by bus 
while the investigation work was car¬ 
ried out by the police. 

PROPOSAL 

Green light for £3m 
innovation centre 

COUNCIL bosses have given the go-ahead 
to plans for a £3 million expansion for Assa 
Abloy in Willenhall. 

Planning chiefs passed proposals for an 
innovation centre at the firm’s base in the 
town. 

• Key - Page 3 
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4,400 Carillion jobs saved in transfer 


THE jobs of more than 4,400 former Carillion 
workers have been saved, with their transfer to 
new companies working on Government defence 
and prison service contracts. 

But nearly 60 working on construction projects 
around the UK were being made redundant later 
this week, bringing the jobs toll at the collapsed 
Midland-based group to about a thousand. 

About a third of Carillion’s work was with the 
Government, and it looked after catering and 
cleaning at hundreds of defence sites across the 
country. 

The prisons services took over Carillion’s work 
early in the liquidation process after the company 
collapsed last month. In a statement a spokesman 


for the Official Receiver said: “Arrangements have 
now been finalised to transfer prison facilities 
management and defence bases catering and clean¬ 
ing contracts to new providers - and as a result 
we have been able to safeguard employment for a 
further 4,418 employees.” 

Crashed 

Carillion employed about 19,000 people in the 
UK when it crashed, with another 23,000 working 
overseas. The ultimate fate of the 400 people based 
at Carillion’s Wolverhampton city centre head¬ 
quarters is still unknown. Most are working with 
the Insolvency Service and PwC, the accountants 


appointed special managers of the liquidation, on 
sorting through the contracts. 

The Official Receiver’s spokesman added: “There 
is a lot of interest from potential purchasers in the 
contracts the company delivered which will see the 
number of jobs safeguarded continue to increase.” 

But he added: “Employment could not be se¬ 
cured for a further 59 employees working on 
paused construction projects and regrettably they 
will leave the business. 

“Those who have lost their jobs will be able to 
find support through Jobcentre Plus’ Rapid Re¬ 
sponse Service and are also entitled to make a 
claim for statutory redundancy payments.” 


Arsonist locked up for 
torching reveller's car 


A PARTYGOER who set fire to a 
fellow reveller’s van after he re¬ 
fused to buy a car from him has 
been locked up. 

Alexander Price pestered the other 
man at an all-night party in New In¬ 
vention, Willenhall, on June 24 last 
year. 

The 20-year-old offered to sell him a van 
or a motorbike because ‘he heard he’d got 
plenty of money’ and would even steal a ve¬ 
hicle of his choice, said Mr Ian Ball, pros¬ 
ecuting at Wolverhampton Crown Court. 

Price became upset when his offer was 
declined and at 4.30am was overheard to 
tell another party guest that he was going 
to smash up the other man’s van. A few 
minutes later there was a strong smell of 
burning and the van owner went outside to 
find that his white Ford Fiesta was ablaze. 
He made an attempt to salvage some items 
from the boot but the heat was too strong 
and he had to give up. 

Handbook 

The court heard Price was seen standing 
nearby with the Fiesta’s handbook which 
he set alight with a blowtorch before run¬ 
ning off laughing. The £5,500 van, contain¬ 
ing tools and clothing, exploded, setting fire 
to a neighbour’s £4,000 Vauxhall Corsa. 

Price, of Moore Road, New Invention, 
pleaded guilty two two counts of arson. 

In defence, Mr Simon Warlock said Price 
suffered from attention deficit disorder and 
was on the autistic spectrum and had failed 
to take his medication. He had been drink¬ 
ing and taken cannabis and was ‘effectively 
out of control’ that night. 

He had had his head and eyebrows 
shaved during the party but had absolutely 
no recall of it the following day. 

“He’s a simple boy, not in anyway so¬ 
phisticated,” said Mr Warlock. 

Judge Dean Kershaw described his ac¬ 
tions as a ‘real show of defiance and bellig¬ 
erence’. He sentenced Price to 10 months 
in a young offenders institution. 


On the ball for a tribute to Ryan 



Teams line up for a charity footbll game in memory of Ryan Coney at King George V Memorial Playing Fields 


A CHARITY fancy dress football 
match raised hundreds of pounds 
in memory of a young footballer 
killed by a speeding driver. 

Factory worker Ryan Coney died 
shortly after the collision on Feb¬ 
ruary 11 last year when a Suzuki 
Swift he was a front seat passenger 
in crashed in Pelsall. 

Family and friends of the 
18-year-old, from Bloxwich, gath¬ 


ered at the King George V Playing 
Fields on Sunday - a year on from 
his tragic death. 

His old team RC TNT FC, re¬ 
named in tribute to Ryan, faced a 
group of his friends called Conedog 
FC in a 15 versus 15 match-up. 

Among those who laced up their 
boots were Ryan’s mother Vivienne 
- who scored a goal in her son’s re¬ 
tired number nine shirt. The final 


score ended 9-6 to RC TNT FC. 
Coach Nathan Taylor, aged 29, 
from Great Wyrley, said it was an 
‘emotional’ day and plans were in 
place to turn the match-up into a 
regular fixture. 

“It was a brilliant day - we had 
an unbelievable turnout,” he said. 

Players were all kitted out in 
fancy dress - helping to raise more 
than £500 for good causes. 


Supermarket 
raider told to 
go and get a 
job by judge 

A CASH-STRAPPED 20-year-old has 
paid a high price for trying to settle a 
debt by raiding a supermarket. 

Jordan Whitehouse was locked up for 
15 months by a judge who advised him to 
get a job to pay bills in future. 

The defendant was among three 
hooded crooks who broke into the Tesco 
Express branch in Hamstead Road, 
Hamstead, late at night on November 2. 

The gang arrived on motorbikes 
armed with a sledgehammer that was 
used to smash a large hole in the shop’s 
front window, said Miss Blondelle 
Thompson, prosecuting. The bungling 
burglars triggered the alarm while try¬ 
ing to prise open the shutters that pro¬ 
tected the store’s cigarettes. The raiders 
set off the siren and a cloud of blue dye, 
forcing them to flee empty-handed. 

They left a tell-tale spot of blood by 
the tills which forensic examination dis¬ 
closed a match with the DNA of White- 
house. 

Months earlier he had been given a 
suspended sentence after being caught 
red-handed while attempting to break 
in to a house in Chapel Street, Tipton, 
on April 4. 

Miss Kamalpreet Shergill, defending, 
said: “He owed a debt to a friend whose 
bike he had damaged and was trying to 
get goods from the supermarket to sell 
for the required money.” 

She concluded: “He does not have is¬ 
sues with drugs or alcohol. He just got in 
with the wrong crowd.” 

Whitehouse from Cox Road, Coseley, 
pleaded guilty to burglary and breaking 
the terms of his suspended sentence. Re¬ 
corder Ms Abigail Nixon ordered him to 
be detained and urged him to get a job 
in future. 

Talk looks at Poppy 
Day's beginnings 

A LOCAL history group will be looking 
at the link with Armistice Day and pop¬ 
pies during a talk by Barry Picken called 
‘Red flowers and a bag of old bones’. 

Cheslyn Hay and District Local His¬ 
tory Society host the event at the Salem 
Church, High Street on Thursday, Feb¬ 
ruary 22 at 7.30pm. Admission is £1 in¬ 
cluding refreshments. 

Heading off for 
six-mile ramble 

THE Walsall Group of the Ramblers are 
heading to Longdon Green, near Ru- 
geley, for a six-and-a-half mile walk on 
Sunday. 

Non-members are always welcome. 
More information can be obtained from 
the walk leader on 07582 091920 or at 
www. walsallr amblers. org.uk 
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Pensioner is 
banned over 
crash that 
killed rider 

A PENSIONER has been banned 
fromdriving and given a curfew after 
causing the death of a motorcyclist. 

Brenda Sou than, 79, of Pool Hayes 
Lane, Willenhall, admitted causing 
the death of Wayne Pattinson by 
careless/inconsiderate driving at Tel¬ 
ford Magistrates Court. The court 
heard the crash took place on the A49 
in Woofferton, near Ludlow, on May 
27, 2017. CCTV footage taken from a 
nearby pub was shown. Southan was 
driving a Honda CR-V. 

Prosecuting, Abigail Hall said: 
“The Honda was being driven south¬ 
bound toward Leominster, positioned 
in the centre filter lane for B4362, 
Station Road. CCTV appears to show 
it does not come to a complete stop. 
The motorcycle was travelling north¬ 
bound towards Ludlow. 

“The motorcycle was being driven 
on the correct sideand the Honda was 
being driven in the opposite direction. 
As the Honda turned right towards 
Station Road it was across the path 
of the motorcycle. The motorcycle 
collided with the front of the vehicle.” 

The rider hit the windscreen and 
then collided with another car, a Ford 
Fiesta, at the junction of Station Road. 
He received multiple injuries and was 
pronounced dead at the scene. 

Defence barrister Simon Goodman 
said the defendant was ‘devastated’, 
adding: “When she was interviewed it 
was clear then that she was extremely 
remorseful. She has stopped driving.” 

District judge Kevin Grego gave 
Southan a community order with a 
curfew that she must be at her home 
address between the hours of 7pm 
and 6am for the next 16 weeks and 
disqualified her from driving for three 
years. She was fined £500, with costs 
of £185 and a victim surcharge of £85. 

Chance to build a 
hedgehog’s home 

THE Birmingham and Black Country 
Wildlife Trust is holding a hedgehog 
event in a Walsall Wood next week. 

It is being held at Turner’s Wood, 
Pelsall, on Monday, February 19 
from 1 to 3.30pm. It will include a 
walk around the woodland to discover 
hedgehog habitats and a talk about 
the declining species. 

People taking part will also be able 
to help build a hedgehog home. 


Pub of year award 

THE Black Country Arms in Walsall 
has been judged pub of the year by the 
town’s branch of the Campaign for 
Real Ale. Representatives will make 
the presentation at the High Street 
pub on February 24 at 7.30pm. 


Signs are, singing fun was had by all 



Oily Blakemore, aged seven 


HUNDREDS of pupils signed and 
sang in aid of a deaf charity. 

Around 500 Bentley West Primary 
School children filled the school’s 
hall for the annual event, Sign2Sing, 
where they learn and perform a song 
in sign language with the Deaf Health 
Charity SignHealth. 

Last year, the school, which has ten 
deaf children, raised more than £300 
and they aimed to raise as much this 
year. For the school’s fourth year of 
taking part, the ‘star struck’ pupils 
got a special visit from Jane Fletcher 
who features in the videos that are 


used to learn the sign language. Last 
year representatives of the charity 
visited to accept a cheque. 

The school’s deaf resource provi¬ 
sion manager Susan Tartey, said: 
“Jane Fletcher joined us so the chil¬ 
dren were absolutely star-struck. 
Even the older students came up to 
me and said how excited they were to 
see her because they learn how to do 
everything from videos she is in. 

“We encouraged students to deco¬ 
rate their hands with paint, nail var¬ 
nish, henna or glitter tattoos to bring 
in more donations.” 



Youngsters take part in sign and sing 


£3m innovation centre 
is key to boosting town 


COUNCIL bosses have given the 
green light to plans for a £3 million 
‘innovation centre’ at lock maker 
Assa Abloy’s base in Willenhall. 

Walsall Council chiefs hailed the news 
as another boost for the town just days 
after a new Home Bargains store opened 
at the Keyway Retail Park. 

Around 600 people currently work at the 
site, half of Assa Abloy’s 1,200-strong UK 
workforce. The firm has sales of £6.4 billion 
around the world. In the UK it is best known 
for its Yale and Union locks and keys. 

Bosses said the new centre will ‘showcase the 
company’s extensive investment and develop¬ 
ment of digital products as well as providing 
much-needed space for research and develop¬ 
ment’. 

The Innovation Centre is now set to become 
the focal point of the Portobello site. Unveiling 
the plans last year, Assa Abloy UK managing 
director Neil Vann said: “I’m very pleased to 
announce such a positive investment in our 
future and a significant commitment to our 
premises here at Portobello. 

Development 

“Over the years we have made important im¬ 
provements in our manufacturing capabilities 
allowing us to stay at the forefront of product 
development but this is one of the largest com¬ 
mitments we have made to the infrastructure 
of the site, and we believe the renovation will 
benefit all who work here, as well as the local 
residents. 

“We have a rich heritage here in Willenhall, 
as well as a proud reputation as a key employer 
and this investment is designed to make sure 
that this is continued for years to come. The 
introduction of the Innovation Centre also 
reflects our future-thinking and the desire to 
make sure that as a manufacturer we are lead¬ 
ing product innovation and ensuring we can 
provide opportunities in this area for the next 
generation of employees.” 

The plan will see refurbishment inside and 
out at the Portobello site, ‘designed to reflect 
the modern methods of manufacturing used’. 



An artist’s impression of how the Assa Abloy centre in Willenhall will look after a £3m revamp 


Fewer hours on beat for officers 


POLICE time on the beat in south 
Staffordshire dropped by 12 per 
cent in one year. 

Officers spent 8,882 fewer hours 
out the station in the village com¬ 
munities from 2016 to last year, 
according to a report presented to a 
Staffordshire Police & Crime Com¬ 
missioner meeting last week. 

It showed police were out of the 
station for 63,164 hours last year, 
compared to 72,046 hours the 
year before. Officer visibility also 


dropped in the area - which in¬ 
cludes Cheslyn Hay and Essington. 

Essington parish councillor Peter 
Lever said: “The crime figures are 
rising in our area - we need police 
presence in our communities more 
than ever.” 

Staffordshire Police defended 
the figures and said the force was 
increasing the number of officers 
from 1,661 to 1,705 next year. 
PCSO numbers will remain the 
same, at 237. Inspector Richard 


Meaden, Commander for South 
Staffordshire Local Policing Team, 
said: “The difference in the number 
of hours equates to around four full 
time police officers based on a 40 
hour working week. 

“South Staffordshire Local Po¬ 
licing Team has seen a number of 
officers off work on long term sick¬ 
ness during this period. 

“However, between July 2017 
and February this year, our re¬ 
sources have been bolstered.” 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Rise in number 
of dogs stolen 

DOG thefts have risen by nearly 30 
per cent across the West Midlands in 
three years. 

Seventy-eight dogs have been sto¬ 
len in the region in the past three 
years, new figures reveal. A Freedom 
of Information request found there 
was a 29 per cent increase from 2015 
to 2017. Of the dogs stolen, 32 were 
taken from their owners’ gardens. 

Sergeant Matt Colston, from the 
West Midlands Police dog unit, said: 
“If a person is sure their dog has been 
stolen it is treated as a theft and a 
criminal investigation will take place. 

“Detailed descriptions, including 
any distinguishing features, as well as 
photographs can significantly help us. 
It is a legal requirement that dogs are 
micro-chipped.” 

Demi announces 
Second City date 

DEMI Lovato is set to bring her new 
tour to Birmingham later this year. 

The Grammy-nominated, mul¬ 
ti-platinum singer/songwriter will 
play Arena Birmingham on June 12 in 
support of her new album, which in¬ 
cludes the title track Tell Me You Love 
Me and Sorry Not Sorry. 

Demi’s career began in 2002 when 
she made her debut as a child actress 
in Barney and Friends. 

She rose to prominence with a role 
in the Disney Channel television film 
Camp Rock, and released her debut 
single This Is Me in 2008. 

Chamber looks to 
recruit chairman 

THE Black Country Chamber of Com¬ 
merce is looking to recruit its first 
chairman with a salary of £10,000. 

It is separating its president and 
chairman roles into two positions. 

The president will deal with events 
and media and the chairman will 
have the skills and experience to help 
transform the commercial approach 
of the chamber, lead a comprehensive 
governance review and develop a busi¬ 
ness-focused board. 

The chairman will need to be able 
to attend six board meetings a year as 
well as the AGM. The closing date for 
applications is February 19. 

Busy road is closed 
for gas pipe repairs 

MAJOR gas works have begun in 
Walsall and will last for three weeks. 
Gas company Cadent has started the 
work to remove ageing pipes on Broad 
Lane, High Heath, near the busy Li¬ 
chfield Road. 

It means the road will be closed 
until February 26. 
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missing teeth permanently 

• Denture Repairs 

• Sports Mouth Guards 

• White Fillings 

• Braces 


* Crowns, Bridges & Dentures 


Special Offer on 
Tooth Whitening 


£150 


2A Oaken Drive, 
Willenhall WV12 5NU 

01922 478 893 

Appointments Available Immediately, 1 


CLICK FLOORING 

Qtut&Cy floury -i 





UNICLIC 8MM LAMINATE FLOORING 
UP TO 50% OFF SELECTED FLOORS 


246 High Street, Bloxwich, Walsall, WS3 3LN 

01922 495525 

www.uitkflooringonline.te.uk 
Emoil: wfoij&HlitMloot inqunline.to.uk 


BLINDS 

WALSALL - www.blind-deals.co.uk 


NO OBLIGATION HOME QUOTE 


BEST DEAL! fAA 

3 child safe T MX 

verticals m w w 

one per household offer 


ALL PRICES INCLUDE FREE 

MEASURE & FITTING 
HUGE CHOICE OF POPULAR 
FABRICS & GENEROUS SIZE 
RESTRICTIONS 


CALL 

FREE 



contact your local advisor 
to see our fabric range & 
other available deals 


0800 0214266 


The Chronicle Thursday, February 15, 2018 






























































The Chronicle Thursday, February 15, 2018 


4 


COUNTY NEWS 

Prisoner died of 
'natural causes' 

A PRISONER died from cardiac arrest 
after being admitted to hospital with 
stomach pain and sickness, an inquest 
heard. Jason Treymayne, aged 47, 
was an inmate at HMP Featherstone 
when he taken to New Cross Hospital 
following loss of appetite and general¬ 
ly being unwell on June 1. 

Cannock Coroners Court heard how 
tests showed he had a ‘rare intra-ab¬ 
dominal malignancy’ and a family 
history of cancer. His condition dete¬ 
riorated, but despite several attempts 
a ‘diagnosis was allusive’. Mr Trey¬ 
mayne died on August 17. 

Assistant coroner Margaret Jones 
gave a conclusion of natural causes. 

Jazz festival 
shots on display 

A COLLECTION of eye-catching pho¬ 
tographs from the Birmingham, Soli¬ 
hull and Sandwell Jazz Festival 2017 
is now on display until June. 

Photographs, which capture some 
of the stars of the festival, are at six 
venues: Sandwell Arts Cafe, Central 
Sixth campus, New Street, West Bro¬ 
mwich; Central Library, High Street, 
West Bromwich; Wednesbury Li¬ 
brary, Walsall Street; Tipton Library, 
Unity Walk; Blackheath Library, 
High Street; and Bleakhouse Library, 
Bleakhouse Road, Oldbury. 

The Jazz Festival returns in July 
and more volunteers are needed. Call 
0121 569 4904. 

Talk on the real 
Peaky Blinders 

THERE will be a talk on the real 
Peaky Blinders in the West Midlands. 

Professor Carl Chinn is delivering 
the lecture in the Mockingbird Thea¬ 
tre at Birmingham’s Custard Factory 
the creative hub in Gibb Street, Dig- 
beth, on June 26 at 7pm. 

He will be telling the story of the 
real gangs that terrorised people in 
the 1920s. 

The professor will also be signing 
copies of his book The Real Peaky 
Blinders. 

Clangers being made 
at wolfie's Den 

YOUNGSTERS have the chance to 
make their own Clanger at Molineux 
next month. A team from Wolver¬ 
hampton Art Gallery is visiting Wolf- 
ie’s Den on March 3. 

The activity is free and the first 100 
children to Wolfie’s Den will be able 
to make their own classic Clanger 
from the 1970s animated TV series. 
The gallery is staging the exhibition 
Clangers, Bagpuss & Co until April 29. 


Nursery group branches out into China 


A NURSERY group based in Burnt- 
wood will open nearly 40 pre-schools 
in China over the next five years, it 
has been announced. 

Busy Bees Nursery Group, which 
started in 1984, will initially offer 
more than 200 school places to fami¬ 
lies in Shanghai before expanding into 
other key cities. 

The nursery will work alongside 
a Chinese partner - Oriental Cam¬ 


bridge Education Group - to put the 
plans in place. 

The deal is due to generate almost 
£75 million over five years and will 
create new jobs as well as 20 overseas 
teaching roles for British teachers in 
the next year alone. 

The expansion programme was 
announced by John Woodward OBE, 
Busy Bees founder and president. The 
group took its first steps into the Chi¬ 


nese market last year when it opened 
a pre-school for 200 students in Har¬ 
bin, following successful moves into 
Singapore, Malaysia and Canada. 

Rising 

The deal will see it open five pre¬ 
schools in China over the next year 
and a further 33 by 2023. 

Simon Irons, Busy Bees Group chief 
executive officer, said: “On the inter¬ 


national stage, British education is 
still perceived as one of the best. 

“With rising demand for qual¬ 
ity early years provision across the 
globe, and with our learnings from 
the UK and South East Asia, we have 
developed a blended international 
curriculum combining best practices 
designed to provide a better start in 
life for every child in our care from 
these locations.” 


Closed care home to 
go under the hammer 


By Megan Archer 


A CARE home in Walsall was 
due to go under the hammer 
this week - months after it 
was urgently shut down for 
being ‘harmful’ to residents. 

The Orchard Manor in Slaney Road, 
Walsall, had to have all of its residents 
move out after Care Quality Commis¬ 
sion (CQC) inspectors dubbed it ‘dirty’ 
in a damning report. 

The shut down came after an unex¬ 
pected visit in on October 11 last year 
when inspectors reported how ‘the 
home was dirty and smelt offensive’ 
while ‘leadership within the home 
was woefully inadequate’. People liv¬ 
ing there had also ‘experienced harm’ 
and ‘staff lacked 
knowledge of those 
at risk of choking’. 

The 30-bed 
home was set to 
go under the ham¬ 
mer yesterday, 
Wednesday. Pho¬ 
tos of the inside 
of the home have 
been revealed via 
online property group Rightmove, and 
agents say the building was expected to 
fetch between £720,000 and £770,000. 

The description on rightmove.co.uk 
reads: “This traditional detached prop¬ 
erty has been vastly extended to create 
a residential care home. 

“The property offers substantial 
accommodation comprising of 30 bed¬ 
rooms located on ground and first floor, 
with offices on the second floor and a 
large basement. 

“The property may be suitable for 
continued use as a care home or may be 
suitable for a variety of uses including 
the potential to create a large family 
home, conversion to self-contained flats 
or HMO living accommodation (subject 
to receiving the necessary planning 
consent from Walsall Metropolitan Bor¬ 
ough Council).” 




Thieves won’t stop bridal shop owner 


Sarah Rutter, left, shows Mo Kavanagh, landlady of the Crown pub, a copy of one of the stolen dresses 


A BRIDAL shop owner has vowed not to beaten by what 
she calls ‘mindless’ thieves after £13,000 of stock was 
stolen. Sarah Rutter, who runs Sara Lou Bridal & Men’s 
Formal in Willenhall, stressed it was business as usual 
following the break-in. 

Thieves broke into the Willenhall shop on February 
4, making off with dresses and tiaras worth thousands. 

But Sarah said the shop, which has been on Walsall 
Street for 18 years, remains open as normal. Sarah, 
aged 43, said: “Suppliers are working non-stop to replace 
the garments that have been stolen. They didn’t clear 
the whole shop out - they just took a fraction of it. 


“We are trading as normal and we won’t be beaten by 
these mindless thieves.” 

Crooks smashed a window with a brick in order to 
gain entry and police are now scouring CCTV to iden¬ 
tify the culprits. Self-employed Sarah got a call from Mo 
Kavanagh, the landlady at The Crown pub next door, 
shortly after it happened. 

A West Midlands Police spokesman said: “Police are 
investigating a burglary at Sara Lou Bridal, which is be¬ 
lieved to have taken place at around 6.30pm on Sunday, 
February 4.” Anyone with information is asked to call 
101, quoting crime reference 20WS/28106D/18. 


Debenhams 
to reduce 
number of 
managers 

DEBENHAMS is set to slash 320 
store management roles as it pushes 
through a major cost-cutting drive af¬ 
ter flagging sales. 

The move by the retailer, which has 
a store in Walsall, could hit a quarter 
of management roles. 

The new structure is expected to be 
rolled out by the end of next month. 

The department store chain said ef¬ 
forts to drive down the ‘complexity’ of 
management positions, coupled with 
changes to working practices, would 
bring ‘significant cost savings’. 

Debenhams, which also has a new 
store in Wolverhampton and ones in 
Merry Hill shopping centre and Bir¬ 
mingham, saw its share price slump 
as much as 24 per cent in January 
after warning over profits and slash¬ 
ing prices to try to bolster slow festive 
sales. 

It also announced plans to ramp up 
cost savings, with around another £10 
million earmarked for this financial 
year and £20m extra annually under 
a reorganisation led by chief executive 
Sergio Bucher. 

The retailer said: “As part of the 
implementation of the Debenhams 
redesigned strategy a review of our 
store structure has been undertaken. 

“The review has identified signifi¬ 
cant cost savings by reducing the com¬ 
plexity of management roles in stores 
as well as processes to optimise and 
standardise ways of working. 

“The effect is that potentially 320 
positions are at risk of redundancy.” 

Debenhams revealed in January 
that UK like-for-like sales had tum¬ 
bled 2.6 per cent in the 17 weeks to 
December 30, with overall group sales 
down 1.8 per cent. 

Say 'I do' to top 
wedding fair visit 

ORGANISERS of a West Midlands 
wedding fair are offering the chance 
to win a luxury prize. 

Brides who register for the event 
at The Mount Hotel in Tettenhall on 
February 25 will be in with a chance 
of winning an afternoon tea for two 
in the Drawing Room Bar and Grill. 
Go to www.wolverhamptonmagazine 
weddingfair. co .uk 

There will be up to 30 exhibitors at 
the fair, which will feature all aspects 
of planning a wedding including ven¬ 
ues, dresses and suits, as well as hair 
and beauty, cars, flowers and pho¬ 
tography. 

Anyone interested in exhibiting at 
the fair, staged by Wolverhampton 
Magazine, can email deana.jones@ 
expressandstar.co.uk or leah. 
edmunds@expressandstar.co.uk 


TAYLORS AUTO 



Class 4 Cars and 


Our Promise, not only do we 
guarantee you an honest MOT, 
we also only charge 

£ 29.99 (Servicing & tyres available) 


Tel: 01543 372673 

Sunnyside Farm, Northgate, Walsall Wood, West Midlands WS9 9BU 


GRANITE/QUARTZ 
WORKTOPS LTD 


Cutting and polishing service availably 

Wide range of worktops com^etitige|y4priced 1 

Free Quotes 
Bespoke... ^ 

Stylish... 

Modern... 

High Quality... 

r RANSFORM 


Unit I, West Bromwich Road, Tamebridge, Walsall WS5 4AN 

07807 371820/01922 646222 

www.gran ite-worktopsltd .co.uk 
info@granite-worktopsltd.co.uk 



Vertical & Roller Blinds 
New season fabrics now available 


Child Safety 
Features Fitted 
Free of Charge 


5 YEAR GUARANTEE 


Also available 

• Romans • Pleated 

• Conservatory Roof Blinds 

• Wood Venetians 

• Venetian Blinds 

• Curved Tracks for Bay Windows 

FREEPHONE 

0800 5875270 

Open Seven Days a Week 

0121 429 3169 


FREE Home Quote. FAST Delivery 
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Course can 
help build 
youngsters' 
confidence 

YOUNG people can build their skills 
and confidence on a 12-week course. 

The Prince’s Trust programme, 
for 16-to-25-year-olds, comprises 
team-building exercises and commu¬ 
nity based projects, where team mem¬ 
bers work to raise funds and improve 
the local area. 

The programme is run by West 
Midlands Police in partnership with 
the City of Wolverhampton College. 

West Midlands Police hopes partici¬ 
pants will learn practical and employ¬ 
able skills along the way, increasing 
personal confidence and gaining skills 
to help progress onto employment, 
apprenticeships or higher education 
opportunities. Those taking part will 
gain a Prince’s Trust qualification in 
employment, teamwork and commu¬ 
nity skills, plus food hygiene and first 
aid certificates. 

PCSO Sarah Bourne said: “The 
programme is primarily aimed at 
teenagers who are perhaps lacking 
direction, maybe have dropped out 
of education, and would benefit from 
the team-building and fundraising as¬ 
pects of the course.” 

The next course in Walsall will com¬ 
mence on Monday February 26. An 
open day takes place today (Thurs¬ 
day) from l-3pm at Walsall Commu¬ 
nity Fire Station, Blue Lane West. 

For more information text YES to 
07391019445 or email S.Bourne@ 
west-midlands.pnn.police.uk 

Fostering agency 
finds new home 

A FOSTER care agency, which has 
contracts with 14 local authorities 
including Dudley, Sandwell, Stafford¬ 
shire and Walsall, has expanded into 
new premises in Bromsgrove. 

Children Always First has taken 
2,600 sq ft at Ladybird Barn, Old Bur- 
cot Lane, moving from rented offices 
in the town. 

It is run by directors Julie Elliott 
and Jan Blazak and arranges foster¬ 
ing for more than 65 children at any 
one time ranging in age from babies 
through to teenagers. 

The new site caters for administra¬ 
tion and training. The business em¬ 
ploys 50 carers, 19 full-time staff and 
a specialist therapist. 


Call-up for Games 

A UNIVERSITY academic will join 
the England Men’s Basketball Team 
at this year’s Commonwealth Games 
after being appointed to the medical 
team. Peter Thain, who leads the pro¬ 
gramme for BSc (Hons) Sports Ther¬ 
apy at Birmingham City University, 
will head out to Australia in April. 


Defibrillator beats the elements 



Patrick Wigley, left, Minister Rev Meg 
Slingo and congregation members 


A SNOW storm, high winds and lash¬ 
ing rain could not stop a band of in¬ 
trepid volunteers from installing a 
defibrillator in Cheslyn Hay. 

The life-saving equipment was in¬ 
stalled on an outside wall of the Salem 
Church, in High Street. 

Church member Patrick Wigley 
said: “We had seen the efforts of a 
small volunteer group in Great Wyr- 
ley installing this essential life-saving 
equipment. We noted it was on an 
outside wall of buildings and was told 
it means in an emergency situation, 
it can be used by the community. 


We agreed that, if at all possible, we 
wanted to do the same and reach out 
to our neighbouring community.” 

The community rallied, and support 
from defibrillator charity Community 
Heartbeat Trust enabled the equip¬ 
ment to be installed at the church. 

Delighted 

Peter Holmes from the Great Wyr- 
ley volunteer group, said: “St Mark’s 
Church, Great Wyrley is one of seven 
locations with the defibrillators 
and we are delighted to support the 
Salem Church community outreach 


objective.” The defibrillators are easy 
to use and form part of an overall 
life-saving process. CPR is a vital first 
step. 

Patrick is arranging a small series 
of training sessions that will be led 
by trained personnel in February and 
March to enable passers-by to use the 
defibrillator in an emergency situa¬ 
tion until medics arrive. 

They will take place from 7-9pm in 
Salem Church Lecture Room on Feb¬ 
ruary 27 and 28 and March 6. 

Anyone is welcome. For further 
details, call Patrick on 07849 367188. 


Sexual abuse survivor: 
It happens everywhere 


# 


By Charlotte Callear 

‘RAPE’ and ‘cut myself are words that 
flow freely from the mouth of Sammy 
Woodhouse. 

From the age of 14 she was sexually abused, 
causing her to run away from home, self-harm 
and suffer with an eating disorder. 

Yet despite the misery of her childhood, brave 
Sammy helped to bring down a notorious child sex 
ring in Rotherham - dubbed the ‘biggest child pro¬ 
tection scandal in UK history’. Today she uses her 
experiences to give Black Country youth the confi¬ 
dence to speak up by giving 
talks at local schools. 

“It happens in every 
town, in every city, all 
around the world. It hap¬ 
pens everywhere,” she said 
in a chillingly matter-of- 
fact tone when I asked if 
the atrocities of the scandal 
could be happening locally. 

We chatted before her re¬ 
cent speech at West Walsall 
E-ACT Academy, which is 
one of several schools she is 
visiting as part of the #iM- 
Sammy Woodhouse atterWalsall initiative, sup¬ 
ported by West Midlands Police. Now aged 32, she 
is incredibly open and honest about her unbearable 
experience. As a teenager growing up in the South 
Yorkshire town, Sammy was groomed and raped by 
gang leader Arshid Hussain - 10 years her senior. 

She contracted STIs but did not know what they 
were, ran away from home for months at a time and 
got pregnant at 14. She was forced into having an 
abortion before she got pregnant again. She was re¬ 
peatedly coerced into committing crimes, meaning 
she still has a criminal record to this day. 

Sammy was one of an incredible 1,400 children 
who were sexually abused by a group of 20 men who 
are now serving combined jail terms of 300 years. 

Throughout everything she endured, she did not 
even realise she was a victim of child sexual exploita¬ 
tion (CSE). “When I was at school, I did not get talks 
like this and I did not get a proper understanding 
of what is a healthy relationship or friendship,” she 
said in her strong Yorkshire accent. 



Falklands War veteran and charity worker Simon Weston was on hand to open a new £650,000 
showroom and offices for a Walsall-based specialist vehicle hire company. Specialist Vehicle 
Rental, based in Bradford Street, is expanding and opening a newly-built facility for its disability 
vehicles. The new showroom sits on the Birmingham Road, near junction seven of the M6. 


For a long time, she was known as ‘Jessica’ to 
protect her identity but she waived her right to an¬ 
onymity as if shedding a skin. 

She said doing so allows her to be ‘a survivor’ 
rather than a victim. 

It also allows her to raise awareness of abuse in a 
bid to prevent it from happening to others. A better 
understanding of CSE has developed, she says, but 
the support system is still not up to scratch. 

“What is really important is that people are 
coming forward. But this is something that never 
happens across the country because if they are 


coming forward they are not being treated prop¬ 
erly.” Sammy had to battle to receive a Criminal 
Injuries Compensation Authority payout, which 
she was originally denied due to claims she con¬ 
sented - despite the fact that an underage person 
cannot legally consent. It made her one of 700 child 
sexual abuse victims at the time to be refused com¬ 
pensation. 

She appealed and eventually received a full pay¬ 
out. She is currently locked in a battle to introduce 
Sammy’s Law to pardon CSE victims for crimes 
they committed while being groomed. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Scheme to help 
make connections 

A NEW support service has been 
launched by Walsall Council to help 
older people in the borough. 

Making Connections Walsall aims to 
help those who are lonely or isolated. 
One recurring factor among many 
older people is bereavement which 
often affects mental and emotional 
health, confidence and social interac¬ 
tion with others. 

People aged over 60 who access the 
Making Connections Walsall service 
will also be offered the opportunity 
to have a ‘Safe and Well’ visit if they 
have not previously had one by the 
fire service, partners in the pioneer¬ 
ing scheme. 

Sessions are held every other Tues¬ 
day from 10.30am to 12.30pm at 
Rushall Community Centre. 

Digging in for 
school allotment 

SCHOOLCHILDREN will be working 
to help create their own allotment 
and grow their own produce. 

As part of the Healthy Schools 
Curriculum at Ryders Hayes School, 
Pelsall, staff and pupils are hoping to 
start growing fresh fruit and vegeta¬ 
bles. The school is appealing for par¬ 
ents and grandparents who can spare 
some time to lend a hand or donate. 

Also needed are donations of useful 
items to help get the project off the 
ground. Anyone wishing to contribute 
is asked to email info@ryders-hayes. 
co.uk with details of their availability 
and support they can offer. 

Cabinet to pitch 
ideas for future 

THE future of Walsall’s 280 playing 
pitches are set to be decided in an up¬ 
coming meeting. 

Walsall Council will discuss the po¬ 
tential development of various pitches 
on council owned and private land, as 
well as at school and university sites. 

They have been liaising with Sport 
England and a number of consultants 
to develop the Playing Pitch Strategy. 

A cabinet meeting was due to be 
held yesterday, Wednesday, to discuss 
the options. 

Two arrests made over 
possession of cannabis 

TWO men were arrested for being 
in possession of cannabis. A large 
amount of cash was seized from them. 

A man from Walsall and another 
from Wednesbury, both 22, were ar¬ 
rested in Fradley Lane, Lichfield in 
the early hours of February 5. 

The drugs along with £3,000 in cash 
and mobile phones were seized from 
a grey Hyundai i30. The men were 
taken in by Staffordshire Police for 
possession with intent to supply. 
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ADVERTISEMENT 

Has Your Double Glazing 
Steamed Up? 


Established for over a decade 
Cloudy2Clear windows have 
become a leading company for 
glass replacement. Issues with 
double glazing can often be 
gradual and may only be noticed 
during a clear sunny day or 
during the winter. A failed glass 
unit may no longer provide you 
with the protection you need 
or be energy efficient. Why not 
spend a few minutes checking 
your home to see if you have any 


failed double glazing? 

If you act now you can avoid 
these problems. 

Now, you may think you need to 
replace the whole window including 
the frames and all the hardware, 
however Cloudy2Clear have come 
up with a simple and cost saving 
solution... Just replace the glass!! 

If you see condensation in your 
windows just visit our website or 
give us a call on 0800 61 21 118. 

We will send out our highly 


experienced engineers for a 
free no obligation quote. A 
Cloudy2Clear quote takes 
on average no longer than 
20 minutes. Once the quote 
is completed, we will sit 
down with you and explain 
the problem and tell you how 
we can fix it. With years of 
experience Cloudy2Clear have 
a wealth of knowledge and are 
recognised as a Which Trusted 
Trader, plus our work is backed 


by an industry leading 25 year 
guarantee. Cloudy2Clear also 
replace faulty locks handles 
and hinges on all windows and 
doors. 

Your friendly local Cloudy2Clear 
specialist is Brian Stanley and he 
services Walsall & the surrounding 
areas. 

So, if your windows are 
steamed up, broken or damaged 
give Brian a call for a free 
quotation on 0800 61 21 118. 


66 

Cloudy2Clear 
GUARANTEE All 
Customers That An 
Average Quote Will 
Take No Longer 
Than 20 MINS!!! 


Cloudy2Clear Windows*. 
Service With A Smile! 



Cloudy2Clear Are A... 

Which? 

’ Trusted 
Trader 

All Glazing Backed By Our 

25 YEAR 

GUARANTEE 

/? 

Priority Freephone 

Z 0800 61 21118 


www.cloudy2clear.com 


Broken Or Damaged Windows? Faulty Locks, Handles, Hinges? 
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IN MY VIEW 


with Mark Andrews 



Why pardon Suffragettes for crimes they were proud of? 


Words that 
ust add up 
:o a lot of 
confusion 

STRANGE how words that have been in 
common use for centuries are suddenly 
used to mean something completely dif¬ 
ferent. 

For example, until last week I had pret¬ 
ty firm ideas of what farmers and miners 
did. Farmers produce food - you know, 
growing crops, tending to animals, that 
kind of thing. And miners? They go on 
strike. And in between strikes they dig 
beneath the ground for coal, gold, or 
whatever. I’m fairly certainly they don’t 
set fire to tower blocks. 

Yet last week, a Russian website said 
a huge fire in a Vladivostok tower block 
was caused by a computer nerd ‘mining’ 
for Bitcoins. 

“Officers intervened and shut down the 
illegal farm,” it said. 

Apparently, mining for Bitcoins involves 
solving lots of very complicated equa¬ 
tions, which overloaded Mr Nerdovitch’s 
computers. In what sounds like a par¬ 
ticularly bad episode of Doctor Who, the 
mathematical processes caused a power 
surge, sending the flat up in flames. Who 
knew Bitcoins were so dangerous? 

nan 

ANOTFIER word which seems to 
change definition depending on context 
is “exciting”. In everyday conversation, I 
think I know what it means. But whenever 
it is used by local government, it seems 
to take on a very different definition. 

Take, for example, the announcement 
by Dudley Council that 13 months after 
handing a five-year lease to the Dudley 
Flippodrome friends group, it will be ter¬ 
minating the agreement. 

Council leader Patrick Flarley said: “We 
will be looking to draw up some exciting 
plans for the site.” 

I think we all have an idea of what “ex¬ 
citing plans” involve. A new theatre or 
opera house. A major tourist attraction, 
on the scale of the Patrick Motor Muse¬ 
um which was due to come to Dudley 16 
years ago, before local politics got in the 
way. That would be exciting. 

The problem is some of the other “ex¬ 
citing” plans the council has put forward 
for the site in the past. First, it was a tem¬ 
porary pay-and-display car park. Then 
there was a metal-framed conference 
room then a block-paving scheme. Now 
the word is, if the Flippodrome is demol¬ 
ished, the site will be used for yet another 
college building. I doubt if even the stu¬ 
dents are excited about that. 

I have no idea whether the Flippodrome 
friends have a viable plan, or indeed why 
the council bought the building in the first 
place. But until someone comes up with 
something more “exciting” there’s surely 
no harm in giving them a chance. 



They rejoiced in 
breaking the law 


THIS week’s centenary of Votes for Women has 
been accompanied by much playing of the Suf¬ 
fragettes’ song March of the Women by Ethel 
Mary Smyth. From time to time we moan about 
our dirge-like National Anthem. Well, here’s a 
ready-made replacement, although some of 
Cicely Flamilton’s lyrics might need changing. 
“ Cry with the wind, for the dawn is breaking” 
sounds like a medical condition but you can’t 
argue with the splendour of: “Open your eyes to 
the blaze of day.” 

THERE are calls to pardon Suffragettes who 
planted bombs, committed arson and smashed 
windows in the campaign for Votes for Wom¬ 
en. Leave well alone. The Suffragettes rejoiced 
in breaking the law. They boasted of the num¬ 
ber of times they were force-fed, like a badge 
of honour. What right have we, 100 years later, 
to pardon them for crimes they were proud to 
commit? 

ADVICE to balaclava-wearing urban warriors 
considering squaring up to the likes of Jacob 
Rees-Mogg. Don’t. Rees-Mogg, who confront¬ 
ed a bunch of offensive protesters at a uni¬ 
versity debate, says he is an utter weed. I am 
reminded of the weedy public schoolboy who 
was on a farm-management course I attend¬ 
ed many years ago. He was the only one of us 
with a car and one night another student, a big, 
tough rocker with a fringed leather jacket, said 
it would be a big laff to steal the weedy kid’s 
car for a joyride. He (the rocker) turned up for 
breakfast the next morning with a bloody nose 
and a black eye. Turned out the weedy kid, who 
had caught him in the act, was the all-England 
public schools flyweight champion. They may 
look inoffensive but a lot of public school boys 
do something the rest of us never do. Boxing. 


THE BEST OF 
PETER RHODES 


NO sooner had the Daily Mail accused West 
Mercia’s chief constable Anthony Bangham of 
planning to nick motorists at Imph over the 
speed limit than the back-pedalling began. 
The National Police Chiefs Council insisted Mr 
Bangham had not called for punishment for go¬ 
ing Imph too fast. Much relief all round. Enforc¬ 
ing the law in such a draconian, zero-tolerance 
fashion would be stupid and quite unworthy of 
any British constabulary. 

LAWYERS are preparing cases to prove that 
women employees of Tesco are doing “work 
of equal value” to male employees in different 
jobs, and deserve to be paid the same. This 
follows the Birmingham City Council campaign 
where school dinner ladies were judged to be 
of equal value to binmen and received pay rises 
and back pay. It has so far cost the council more 
than £1,000 million. Tesco could be ordered to 
pay £5,000 million. The case I am longing to see 
is that of Anna, the minimum-wage cleaner in a 
large legal practice specialising in employment 
law. While Anna has no legal qualifications, 
she keeps the place tidy, disinfects the kitchen 
and loos and washes the mugs. She provides 
a clean environment allowing the partners to 
work in safety. And one day a judge rules that, 
although Anna’s work is very different from that 
of the lawyers, it is “of equal value” and she 
therefore deserves the same pay as the average 
barrister in the practice. Anna gets an immedi¬ 
ate rise of £200,000 a year and £5 million back 
pay. Strangely enough, her bosses do not stand 


outside the High Court and claim this is a great 
victory for equal rights. 

IN Endeavour (ITV), Shaun Evans plays the 
‘young’ Inspector Morse. As the new series 
begins, Evans is 37. Inspector Morse was first 
screened in 1987 when John Thaw (Morse) was 
45. Which means Evans has about eight years 
to successfully morph into somebody resem¬ 
bling John Thaw, or risk being denounced by 
one of the older Morse’s colleagues at Cowley 
nick. “Hang on, pal. I knew Morse in his 40s and 
he was nothing like you . . .” Impersonating a 
police officer, eh? 

A READER draws my attention to “energy 
shots,” which come in tiny 60ml bottles at health 
shops and promise to “boost your focus.” He 
says the price works out at £31 per litre - more 
than a bottle of malt whisky. True enough. On 
the other hand, no-one ever claimed that pure 
malt boosted anything, with the possible ex¬ 
ception of the pub’s profits. Another 40-year-old 
Glenfuddle, sir? 

A READER writes: “What the hell has identi¬ 
ty to do with leaving the EU?” Seriously? Can 
some people really not see the difference be¬ 
tween the UK as one of 28 members of a po¬ 
litical bloc governed from Brussels and the UK 
as an independent nation governed from West¬ 
minster, making its own trade deals, passing its 
own laws and guarding its own frontiers? What 
a fine job the EU propaganda ministry has been 
doing. Meanwhile, the recent threats from Brus¬ 
sels to punish Britain in the transition period are 
a reminder, if we needed it, that the EU is not 
a big, jolly, benevolent organisation but a hard- 
nosed capitalist federation, hell-bent on pre¬ 
venting any other states from quitting. 


TALXjNGPOIN^^ 

Trying for 
a baby? Do 
NOT watch 
the soaps 

IT’S heartbreaking. I feel so sorry for the 
millions of women desperate to have a 
baby - that awful feeling when you have 
been trying for so long and nothing hap¬ 
pens. Sometimes there does not even 
seem to be a medical explanation. 

And while they struggle on, with every 
month bringing new hope of that longed- 
for baby, only to have their hopes dashed, 
it seems that all around them - friends, 
relatives or colleagues - are announcing 
their happy news. 

There are smiles on their faces as they 
express their congratulations but they are 
no doubt eaten up with jealousy. 

Everywhere, they see babies, buggies, 
smiling children. It is so hard. And many 
pay out thousands to go through round 
after round of IVF which end in failure and 
more heartbreak and a very sorry-looking 
bank balance. 

People think that babies can be 
planned - best time to suit your lifestyle, 
finances, new home etc - but it does not 
work out that way for everyone. 

You may wonder why I am writing about 
this. The answer is TV soaps. These just 
add insult to injury for these poor women. 

I just hope that they don’t watch them, 
because they just pile on the misery. 

In these soaps, it seems that a reck¬ 
less one-night stand means an instant 
pregnancy. How hard that must be for the 
women who have been trying for months 
or even years and are in a committed 
relationship, or the woman who has just 
returned from hospital recovering from a 
miscarriage - do you ever really recover? 

Why do the soaps have to use this 
storyline, if you can call it that, so many 
times? Surely they should be advocating 
the importance of using some sort of pro¬ 
tection. It seems totally irresponsible. 

When dealing with any other sort of 
medical or emotional problems, there is 
normally a message at the end of the pro¬ 
gramme: “If you’ve been affected by this 
storyline you can call 

But with the pregnancy storylines, there 
is nothing to bring any help or comfort to 
all the would-be mums they have upset. 
This is possibly a medical and definitely 
an emotional problem and should be rec¬ 
ognised as such. 

And maybe another warning to viewers 
- if you are going to have a quick bit of 
unplanned fun, probably with someone 
you shouldn’t, then you should be aware 
of the risks of an unwanted pregnancy. Or 
maybe just give the ‘fun’ a miss. 

We teach our children to be responsi¬ 
ble and the soaps’ attitude is not one they 
should be having thrown at them over 
and over again. Scriptwriters take note - 
you are causing a lot of misery. 

SUEATTWATER 


BETTA BUILDINGS 


SHEDS • GARAGES • GARDEN ROOMS • LOG CABINS 


The Dalbury 

Garden Room 



Free Laminate Flooring 
& External Paint 
Prices start from 

£2495 


Wooden 
Sheds 



A huge range instock 

from £274 


• Old Buildings Removed 


•Base Laying Service 
• Free Quotations 


Summer 

Houses 


FREE 

FITTING 




A huge range in stock 

from £599 


Concrete 

Garages 



A huge range in stock 

from £1657 


• Made to Measure 

• Lined and Insulated Options • Huge Range 


Show site (open 7 days): Tildasley Street, 
West Bromwich B70 9SJ (Next to Staples) 


Visit our website: 

www.bettabuildings.co.uk 


Call us now: 

0121 553 4682 



FREE! With every funeral arranged: 

A PERSONALISED KEEPSAKE 
AN ON-LINE MEMORIAL 


For your friends and family to share memories and photos. 

A FUNERAL NOTICE 

Giving funeral information and directions, 
for you to share instantly with all your phone contacts. 


We’re local, we’re independent and we care! 

PELSALL 

01922 685999 

63 Norton Road, Pelsall. 

Here for you 

Part of Tamworth Co-operative Society Ltd. No 

GREAT WYRLEY 

01922419090 

164 Walsall Road, Great Wyrley. 

li hours a day! 

t connected with any other business in the area. 
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P Classified 
Advertising 
Works! 

To advertise your business call 01902 319 191 
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Wood you believe? No answer to high fuel bills 

WITH the cost of energy rising year the air in a smoke free zone is £1,000 I am quite sure a lot of people who 
on year, usually twice per year, people per offence. install log-burners are oblivious to 

are turning to alternative ways to heat I find it incredulous that nobody in the fact that they live in ‘smoke free 
their homes. the country has ever been convicted of zones’, but not in most cases. It is so 

Enter the wood-burner, an answer to air pollution, for emitting smoke from easy for such owners of these inciner- 
their heating bills. You can pick one up their household chimneys! Yet people ators, when their wheelie bins are full, 
for as little as a few hundred pounds, have been fined up and down the coun- to burn their excess waste on them, 
and with a little conversion to your try for smoking cigarettes where they toxic or not. 

older type property, with chimneys still are banned. Of course you can use wood-burners, 

intact, can save yourself a fortune on Of course manufacturers of wood- but not to burn wood, a contradiction 
heating costs, you can pick up old pal- burners do not help, by advertising in its very name. You are allowed to 
lets and timber just about anywhere. their products are ‘smoke free zone’ kindle for approximately 15 minutes, 
That is all fine and dandy, but most friendly. No such animal exists! Also then it must be smoke free, 
of our homes are situated in ‘smoke large supermarkets do not help by sell- MR A K PARKER 
free zones’. The penalty for polluting ing large bags of logs. Willenhall 



<5 1FENSAI < —.■’■P-’ fc 


SuppdafM and install*/* of- 

• Windows • Doors • Conservatories • Patio Doors • Bi-Fold Doors 
• Garage Conversions • Car Ports • Canopies • Garage Doors • 
Fascias. Soffits and Guttering 


Obscene pay 
for superstar 
footballers 

YET again we see the trans¬ 
fer of a so-called superstar 
footballer with a wage of 
some £300,000 or more per 
week, which to put it mildly 
is totally obscene. 

Whilst in the normal 
world we continually see TV 
adverts aimed at senior citi¬ 
zens to donate some of their 
small pensions to charities 
to help the poorer people of 
the world or animal neglect. 

Have I totally lost the plot 
by thinking these vastly 
overpaid players and man¬ 
agers of the super rich clubs 
could instead finance these 
charities and stop these 
adverts which, some might 
say, are designed to make 
senior citizens feel guilty if 
they do not donate? 
TREVOR JAMES 
Willenhall 


Letters should be brief 
and MUST include name, 
address and telephone 
number. The Editor 
reserves the right to con¬ 
dense letters. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

POST EMAIL 


Walsall Chronicle, 
Chronicle Editorial, 
51-53 Queen Street 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES 

Code of Practice: 

Our policy is to correct er¬ 
rors as soon as we can. 
The Chronicles adhere 
to the Editors’ Code 
of Practice, which can 
be seen at www.ipso. 
co.uk. If you are unhap¬ 
py with the accuracy of a 


walsall.chron@ 

expressandstar.co.uk 



story, write to The Editor, 
Chronicles, 51-53 Queen 
Street, Wolverhampton, 
WV1 1ES 


Avoiding the issue 
on NHS crisis cause 

WE keep complaining about the state of the NHS but we 
are avoiding what is actually creating all the pressure. 

It is not lack of funding, it is the manufacturers and sup¬ 
pliers of high alcohol drinks, the tobacco industry and the 
high fat, high sugar, high salt product brigade. 

We must make them pay for bringing the NHS to break¬ 
ing point by taxing their products so heavily that they come 
to understand that they are ruining the health of this coun¬ 
try. Shops that sell alcohol and tobacco products should 
pay an NHS tax to help cover the damage they are doing. 
ROGER WATTS 
Walsall 


Gripes on 
poor state 
of gutters 

THIS is the first time I have 
written to a newspaper, but 
I am sad that after several 
letters of complaint to Wal¬ 
sall Council, that they hav¬ 
en’t been in touch with me. 

I live in Bloxwich and 
the road I live on and the 
two side roads, ie, Harrison 
Street and Church Street, 
are in a terrible state. 

The gutters are clogged 
with leaves and rubbish. 
Our road has rubbish em¬ 
bedded in mud and rotten 
leaves. 

The drain at the junction 
of church Street and Field 
Road cannot be seen as it’s 
covered in mud and leaves. 

When it rains, the pave¬ 
ment turns into a pool. I feel 
we are the forgotten area, I 
was informed by a council¬ 
lor that road-cleaning is on 
a six-week cycle. Try six 
months, and that would be 
pushing it! 

We pay our council tax, 
and expect basic cleaning to 
be done. 

JEANNETTE PEACH 

Bloxwich 


Retiau 70mm Profile 
Internally Olaaed 
Fensa Registered 
No Salesmen 
OAP Discounts 
A+ Rated Windows 
21 Years in Business 
Family Run 
Secured By Design 
Experienced Fitters 

/ 2017 V, V. 


\ 

FREEPHONE: 

0800 917 5266 

BmMMUWUMAICIIWI—B 

Top Quality Products At Realistic Prices! I 

T * No Salesmen - No Pressure! ^ 

www.pvcudirect.co.uk office^p vcudirect.co.uk 




HEAD OFFICE 

Unit 1, CroxstiA* Cloto 
Blcawtch. Wtftsa* W53 2Xf 
Tel 01922 *014?* 

Pik: 01072 475710 


SHOWROOM 

34 Porttsnil Road 
AJdndau WakaM 
WS9 RPZ 
Tel: 04072 744300 


VISIT OUR SHOWROOM: 

We cover all your industrial door needs from 
repairs, spares, servicing and full installation 



Introducing the new insulated duo 
leaf side hinge door with the following 
features: 

• 45mm thick insulated doors _ 

(Thickest on the market) 

• Slim narrow door frame 

• Multidirectional 


• 100kg leaf capacity hinges 

• Aluminium Leaver handle 



Manual roller- 
Manual white roller 
doors available 

from £248 


Brompton steel 
canopy door- 

Supplied and fitted in white 

£340 


All trade enquires welcome and bulk discounts available. 
All prices based on white doors 7’ wide x 7’ or 6’6” high. 


- if steel frame required 
additional £84.00 

’We’ll beaT 
any price 


UNIT 2,EXCHANGE BUSINESS ESTATE, OFF CROSS STREET, BRIDGTOWN, CANNOCK WS11 OBW 

Cannock: Walsall: ®G©0S 

Open: Monday-Friday 9 am-5 pm, Saturday 10 am-3 pm 

email: stsgaragedoors@live.com www.stsgaragedoors.co.uk 



PELSALI 


\ (^Windows & Glass Ltd 


Call us now 

01922 644226 

info@pelsallwindows.co.uk 


REGISTERED 
MEMBER NO.31948 


FENSA 


A MEMBER OF 


Established in 1989 


Products at 


e drs 


affordable v ' serv ic e 
prices 

FREE QUOTES 

Suppliers and installers 
of high quality energy 
efficient PVCu products 

TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOME 


70mm internally beaded sculptured profile 
28mm double glazed unit 
Full Maintenace & repair service on UPVC 
windows and doors 

Double Glazed Units fitted the same day 


We will 
now be open 
on Saturdays 
10am-2pm 


10 YEAR INSURANCE 
BACKED GUARANTEE 
NO PRESSURE SELLING 


Rollingmill Street 
Walsall WS2 9EQ 


www.pelsallwindows.co.uk 
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Thomas Street, Wolverhampton 

West Midlands WV2 4JS 

Open; 10.30 - 5.30pm Monday - Saturday 
Sun and Bank Holiday 11.00 - 4.00pm 


01902 425 225 


UVALSALL FIREPLACES 

ESTABLISHED OVER 20 YEARS. 

Largest: Choice at the Lowest Prices 
“FREE no Obligation Surveys” “FREE Delivery” 
“Expert Fitting Service Available” 


Walsall 
F* Fireplaces 

rnAmriOkiAi ccrri 


TRACNTIONAL SETTINGS 


OPENING HOURS 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 
and Saturday Open 10.00am-4.00pm 
Thursday Closed 
Sunday Closed 



Knifeman sentenced to 
18 years for rampage 


A DRUG-crazed knifeman 
who went on the rampage 
and left a trail of bloodshed 
and devastation in his wake 
has been jailed for 18 years. 

Renroy Johnson injured eight 
people, two of them seriously, 
staged two robberies, threatened 
police with a knife and crashed 
into an ambulance in a stolen car. 

The violence started around 3pm 
on October 30, 2016 when Johnson 
attacked Jake Fletcher, an innocent 
man walking down the street, before 
bursting into McColls newsagent in 
Shannon Drive, close to his Tamar 
Close, Brownhills home, said Mr An¬ 
drew Jackson, prosecuting, at Wolver¬ 
hampton Crown Court. 

Cocktail 

The 33-year-old assaulted shop as¬ 
sistant Julie Maskell and Dean Oakes, 
a customer who came to her aid, before 
fleeing with around £540 cash. 

Johnson - who had taken a cock¬ 
tail of illicit drugs - returned to the 
flat block where he lived but went 
upstairs to break into another flat, at¬ 
tacking both Kevin Leighton, 55, and 
his 28-year-old son Liam. 

Mr Jackson said: “Kevin was 
stabbed several times in the chest be¬ 
fore he had time to react but managed 
to jump out of a first floor window, 
breaking a bone in his back.” 

Liam, who was in a different room, 
heard the commotion, and as he went 
to investigate was stabbed several 
times in the abdomen and across the 
head. He escaped downstairs and out 
of the flats before collapsing with 
wounds to his shoulder, scalp and ab¬ 
domen. 

Mr Jackson said Johnson then raced 
across the road to another block of 



Emergency services following the scene of Johnson’s destruction 


flats where he kicked open the door 
to Collette Cathy’s home, threatened 
her and stole the keys to her Renault 
Clio. He drove off but in Wilkin Road 
crashed head-on into an ambulance re¬ 
sponding to the stabbing. 

Johnson fled on foot but was cor¬ 
nered by two police officers and tried to 
escape by throwing his knife at them. 
They had to Taser him twice before 
he could be arrested. The £540 stolen 
from the newsagent was stuffed in one 
of his pockets. Mr Graeme Logan, de¬ 


fending, said the trigger was the use of 
illicit drugs. He said Johnson’s mental 
health had been fragile since the death 
of his father in 2002 and the loss of his 
sister seven years later. 

Johnson pleaded guilty to one count 
of attempted murder, one of wounding 
with intent to cause grievous bodily 
harm, three assault charges, robbing 
Alex Hemmings of £540 and Collette 
Cathy of car keys and a motor vehicle, 
dangerous driving, affray and posses¬ 
sion of a knife. 


U 4 

\k 



■JOIN 




WE OFFER WIDE RANGE OF GAS AND 
ELECTRIC FIRES, FIREPLACES AND STOVES 

Marble Fireplaces and gas many other 

op electric fire packages availablmn our 

SHOWROOM 


79-80 Ablewell Street Walsall WS1 2EU Tel: 01922 644407 


www.walsallfireplaces.co.uk 


WEDDING 

FA IR WOLVERHAMPTON 

M THE MAGAZINE FOR THE CITY AND BEYOND MAGAZINE 

SUNDAY 25TH FEBRUARY 2018,11AM- 3PM, 

THE MOUNT HOTEL, TETTENHALL WOOD, 

WOLVERHAMPTON, WV6 8HL. 

EVENT ORGANISERS CONTACTS 

Deana Jones - 01902 319693 I 07984115267 I deana.jones@expressandstar.co.uk 
Leah Edmunds - 01902 319619 I 07807 401172 I leah.edmunds@expressandstar.co.uk 














































All aboard for 
a Peppa Pig 
fun journey 



HOW TO ENTER 

To be in with a chance of winning 
a family ticket simply answer the 
following question. 

Who is driving the bus? 


PEPPA PIG and her friends are 
back in a new live show Peppa Pig’s 
Adventure, featuring a new story, lots 
of songs and heaps of fun! 

Join Peppa as she gets ready to 
go on an exciting camping trip to the 
woods with George and her school 
friends, including Pedro Pony, Suzy 
Sheep and Gerald Giraffe. 

With lunchboxes packed and Daddy 
Pig driving the bus, Peppa and her 
friends are excited about their outdoor 
adventure, full of games, laughter and 
live music! 

The happy campers soon settle 
down to sleep and listen to the gentle 
pitter patter of rain. Safe and warm in¬ 
side their tents the excited group can 
look forward to morning time, when 
there will be lots of muddy puddles to 
play in. 


The show is coming to a theatre 
near you and Chronicle readers have 
the chance to win a family ticket, with 
seven up for grabs. The show is due 
to stop off at Wolverhampton’s Grand 
Theatre on Saturday, April 7 and Sun¬ 
day, April 8. 

Richard Lewis once again takes the 
helm for this new live stage adaptation 
of eOne’s animated TV series which 
he directs and has adapted for the 
theatre. 

He has also adapted and directed 
the four previous Peppa Pig live stage 
shows, Peppa Pig’s Party, Peppa 
Pig’s Treasure Hunt, Peppa Pig’s Big 
Splash and Peppa Pig’s Surprise. 

The show features music from 
BAFTA award-winning composer Mani 
Svavarsson. Audiences will enjoy 
interactive fun, songs and games 


Send your entry to Peppa Pig 
Competition, Chronicle editorial 
department, 51-53 Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES, with your 
name, address and contact number. 
Usual rules apply. Closing date: 
Tuesday, February 20. 

Tickets are subject to availability. 
Transport is not included. Tickets are 
non-transferable. A family ticket may 
not exceed people and must include 
at least one adult. 


with Peppa Pig and her friends. 
Peppa Pig’s Adventure promises to 
be the perfect theatre show for all 
pre-schoolers. Suitable for age three 
plus. 

To find a venue near you: www. 
peppapiglive.com 




BUY NOW PAY 

IITEREST HUH 


(TERMS & CONDITIONS APPLY) 


...BUILT TO LAST 


deceuninck 





FREEPHONE 0800 0355581 


25 years experience in supplying and installing 
quality uPVC window and door products 


Email: info@castlewindowswalsall.co.uk www.castlewindowswalsall.co.uk 


(Authorised and regulated by Unit i, Fryers Close, Factory opening hours 

the financial Conduct Authority) Walsall. WS3 2XQ 8 - 5pm Mon to Fri 



Quality Products 
Great Service 
Low Prices 

Healthcare Seating 
Specialists 

Stairlifts - Rent or Buy 

Scooters - New & Used 

FREE PARKING 


10 The Woodlands 
Short Heath WILLENHALL WV12 5ND 


www.suddz.co.uk 



0% 


*Terms & 
Conditions Apply 


ci^ddz /bathrooms & 


Units 2/3, Smarts Business Park, Chase Road, Brownhills,WS8 6JN 

Opening Hours - Mon, Weds, Thurs and Fri 9am-5pm, Tues I0am-3pm, Sat I Oam - 4pm 


, no obligation quote: 01543 379670 


01922 400344 


Call now for a 
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Aldridge Fireplaces 


FREE FITTING 


■\ 


(excludes fires only) 




51A ANCHOR ROAD, ALDRIDGE WS9 8PT 

01922 458017 

OPEN MONDAY TO SATURDAY 10am-4.30pm 

aldridgefireplaces.co.uk 



Water bright future for 
landywood youngsters 


NURSERY children are mak¬ 
ing a splash at a school 
named as one of the best 
performing for early years 
thanks to a new water wall. 

It is the latest addition to Landy¬ 
wood Primary School in Great 
Wyrley and is proving a huge hit 
with the enthusiastic three and 
four-year-olds. 

The water wall has been installed in 
one of the two outdoor areas for the 
youngsters in early years. 

The school has worked with Pen¬ 
tagon Play and Tesco on the project 
which aims to help teach young chil¬ 
dren about the weather. 

By bringing water play to life, it will 
also help to develop children’s under¬ 
standing of scientific topics such as 
gravity and water flow as they work to 
direct the water around the wall. 

It also teaches key skills of problem 
solving, teamwork and communication 
as the youngsters play together. 

Fascinating 

Headteacher Andrew Clewer said: 
“The rain cloud water source is a fas¬ 
cinating feature which will instantly 
grab children’s attention. Everyone 
will need to work in teams to pump 
water up to the cloud, forcing it to 
rain once full. As well as being a fun 
activity, this is also a fantastic way to 
teach children about clouds and other 
weather topics including droughts and 
floods.” The early years department is 
going from strength to strength mir¬ 
roring the rest of the primary school, 
which has a total of 327 pupils. 

In February 2017, Ofsted graded 
Landywood ‘good’ in all areas. In July 
2017, Landywood achieved its best 
ever Year 6 SATS results - 85 per cent 



The nursery reading club learning their letters Tianna Butler, Maria Tit- 
at Landywood Primary School ley, Oliver Hogarth 



Water fun - Lottie Poxon, Hugo Hauser, Aliza Hadley and Charlie Knight, 


of pupils achieving the national expec- The early years team was identified 
tation in reading, writing and maths. by Ofsted as a real strength, and the 
Landywood’s younger children also integrated provision enables children 
achieved impressive results - 91 per from the age of three to participate in 
cent of Year 1 pupils hit the national challenging, engaging, fun learning, 
expected phonics level; the Early Years The school is happy to welcome vis- 
pupils achieved higher than the na- itors who want to tour the facilities, 
tional average, making the school one To make an appointment call 01922 
of the top performing in Staffordshire. 270077. 


WAREHOUSE 

CLEARANCE 


furniture 



NEW STOCK ARRIVING DAILY! 


Unit 4 Wednesbury Trading Estate WS10 7JN I Opening times: Mon - Sat: 9am - 6pm I Sun & Bank Holidays: 10am - 4pm 


Delivery: £10 local, outside 5 miles is £20 & £45 outside 40 miles 

























































Two sought in connection with murder 



Arthur Gumbley after the attack Jimmy Connors is wanted by police 


Tom Ward is also being sought 


POLICE hope to trace two men who 
are wanted in connection with the 
murder of a pensioner. 

Staffordshire Police have launched 
a nationwide appeal to find Jimmy 
Michael Connors, aged 28, and Tom 
Joseph Ward, 17. 

The pair are wanted in connection 
of the murder of Arthur Gumbley, 87, 
who was attacked in a violent robbery 
at his home in Little Aston, near the 
border with Walsall. 

Valuable jewellery was taken, in¬ 
cluding a purse which belonged to 
Mr Gumbley’s late wife, gold watch 


and bracelet. Cash was also taken. Mr 
Gumbley was left fighting for his life 
but lost his fight three weeks later. 

Staffordshire Police want to inter¬ 
view Connors and Ward and know 
where they were on the day of the at¬ 
tack. Connors is described as 5ft 5in, 
average build, while Ward, who lives 
in Stoke-on-Trent occasionally, is de¬ 
scribed as 5ft 8in and of average build. 
Both speak with an Irish accent. 

A police spokesman said: “If you 
know these two men pictured, or know 
of their recent whereabouts, we need 
your help to track them down.” 


Mr Gumbley was attacked during 
the robbery at his home, which hap¬ 
pened on November 21 sometime 
between 7pm and 9pm. He died on 
December 13. 

Four men, aged 42, 34, 33 and 29, 
all from Birmingham, were arrested 
on suspicion of Mr Gumbley’s murder. 

They were released on bail while the 
investigation continues. 

Anyone who sees Connors or Ward 
or knows where they are should call 
101 or 999 in an emergency quoting in¬ 
cident number 828 of Nov 21 2017. Or, 
call Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111. 


Danger dog to be destroyed 


A ‘LOUD and aggressive’ dog must be de¬ 
stroyed after biting a warden and putting 
neighbours in fear, senior judges have ruled. 

The bullmastiff/Dogue de Bordeaux cross, called Simba, 
is the pet of Abbie IGlleen, who has campaigned to save 
his life. But, while recognising the ‘distress’ caused to Mrs 
Killeen and her family, two High Court judges have now 
signed Simba’s death warrant. 

Lord Justice Hickinbottom said the three-year-old had 
repeatedly broken through Mrs Killeen’s fence, terrifying 
her neighbour, Katie Sephton. Despite ‘singularly unsuc¬ 
cessful’ attempts to make the fence dog-proof, Simba kept 
appearing, ‘growling and snarling’, at Ms Sephton’s back 
door. She was frightened for herself and her very young 


daughters and was once ‘physically chased from her own 
garden’ by Simba. When dog warden Paul Harding visited, 
Simba bit his left hand, Birmingham High Court heard. 
Mr Harding described the dog as ‘very loud and aggressive, 
continually barking’ and contacted the police. He said that 
neither Mrs Killeen, from Balsall Heath, nor her mother, 
‘appeared to have any control over the dog’. 

When several police officers arrived, Mrs Killeen was not 
at home and her mother was ‘reluctant’ to let them inside. 
Mrs Killeen was prosecuted under the Dangerous Dogs Act 
and fined by Birmingham Magistrates in February 2016. 

She was banned from having custody of a dog for two 
years and the magistrates went on to order Simba’s de¬ 
struction. Her appeal was dismissed at Birmingham Crown 
Court in August 2016. 


See our website to view our 
full ranges and options 

.. www.glideandslide.co.uk 

XIDE V VUDE Tel: 01543 679202 

QUALITY SLIDING DOOR SYSTEMS 




EMAIL: INFO@GLIDEANDSLIDE.CO.UK 

FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE, PLEASE CALL US ON: 01543 679202 


• Made to order, with a large choice of 
colours and finishes 

• Delivery direct to home or site 


Composite GRP Doors from £410.00 + VAT 


■ 


Ik 




www.glideandslide.co.uk 

Unit 3, Northgate Buisness Park, Northgate, Aldridge, Walsall WS9 8TH 
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• Free Parking 

• Take away today 

• Open 7 days a week 


CrazyPriceBed 


• Hundreds of products in stock 

• Beds 


Great design without the designer price tag ! 

• Mattresses • Sofb Beds • Furniture 


Kids Beds • 
Storage Beds • 
Divans • 
Designer Beds • 


0800 949 9500 



Open: Mon-Sat: 10:00-5:00 Sun: 11:00 - 4:00 Find Us : Beecham Business Park, Northgate, Aldridge, Walsall, WS9 8TZ 
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SALE PRICE - 2 & 3 SEATER SOFAS FROM £399! 



I FIREPLACES 
ALL 48" MARBLE £599 
ALL 54" MARBLE £699 

INCLUDING FREE SELECTED 
GAS OR ELECTRIC FIRE! 





BEDS & MATTRESSES 

Single Divan & Mattress 


from only 

£79 


Champions earn stars 
for mental health work 



Walsall’s Star Emma Jayne Sasaru Regional Superstar Gurbax Kaur 



Dudley award winner Jon Mansell Staffordshire Health Star Louise Dutton 


MENTAL health champions 
have been honoured for pro¬ 
viding ‘outstanding’ support 
to their communities. 

More than 200 people gathered 
to celebrate the achievements of 
those helping to improve the men¬ 
tal health of residents. 

The inaugural awards, led by the 
West Midlands Combined Authority 
(WMCA), marked the first year of the 
Thrive West Midlands programme. It 
was introduced to drive better mental 
health and wellbeing across the re¬ 
gion. The ceremony was held at The 
Hawthorns. 

West Midlands Mayor Andy Street, 
who presented the awards alongside 
North Norfolk MP Norman Lamb, 
said: “The mental health agenda is 
a top priority for the WMCA and the 
Thrive programme has already made 
astonishing progress in just this first 
year. 

Impact 

“I am immensely proud of the work 
that has been undertaken so far and I 
look forward to continuing my support 
as we strive to improve the impact that 
poor mental health has within our 
communities and within our work¬ 
spaces.” 

The region’s Mental Health Super- 
star was Wolverhampton community 
worker Gurbax Kaur, who was hon¬ 
oured for raising awareness of men¬ 
tal health issues considered a ‘taboo 
subject’ among the city’s South Asian 
community. 

Emma Jayne Sasaru, a peer mentor 
volunteer for birth trauma and per¬ 
inatal mental health, won Walsall’s 
Mental Health Star award, while Jon 
Mansell walked away as Dudley’s 
Mental Health Star after impress¬ 


ing judges with his efforts to call for 
improved services and his work with 
West Midlands Police to give officers 
mental health training. 

Zoe Atkins, who was named 
Sandwell’s Mental Health Star, was 
also recognised for improving mental 
health and wellbeing, working as a 
full-time carer and advocate for her 


daughter Jodie. Staffordshire’s Men¬ 
tal Health Star was Louise Dutton, 
who was commended for her volun¬ 
tary work at Tamworth-based mental 
health charity Changes. 

The awards were hosted by broad¬ 
caster Adrian Goldberg, and the 
winners were chosen following nomi¬ 
nations from across the region. 
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Garage DoorsV* 

from 


ABS/uPVC DOORS 




£240 

v 


m 


Made from a tough yet flexible material commonly used to make car bumpers, so 
when it’s knocked, the door panel flexes then bounces back as good as new. Fully 
bonded steel stiffeners at the rear of all ABS doors reinforce the panel and help 
protect against forced entry. 

If you are looking for a garage door that’s going to withstand the knocks and bumps 
of family life, you need look no further than ABS. 


/FITTING SERVICE / METAL, TIMBER, GRP, uPVC 
/MADE TO MEASURE /ALL MAJOR MANUFACTURERS AVAILABLE 

Showroom Opening times: 

Mon-Fri: 9.00am-5.00pm Sat: 10.00am-4.00pm 

(all other times by appointment) 

WALSALL GARDEN CENTRE Sutton Road, Walsall WS9 OQH 




" All styles and materials available:- 

Roller, Up & Over, Sectional and Side hinged 

Call for further information 






• Impact and dent resistant 
ABS panels 

• Easy clean finish simply 
wiped down with a soft cloth 
and warm water 

• Matches PVCu windows 
and doors 

• Low maintenance finish 

• Strong lightweight 
construction weighing less 
than 2/3 of a traditional steel 
door 

• UV fast low gloss 
brilliant white finish 
guaranteed for 10 years 


-is- 


. A*l GOO Cl 1 9CO www.wmgaragedoors.co.uk 

L' OUavv sales@wmgaragedoors.co.uk 


INC*Not in conjunction with any other offer. *Based on a 7 x 7ft Garage Door. *Fitting Charges apply. 








































































WASHING 

MACHINES 


DISHWASHERS 


COOKERHOODS 


Francesco 


FRIDGE UNDER COUNTER 
FREEZERS FRIDGES 


CHEST 

FREEZERS 


BELLING • STOVES • DE DIETRICH BAUMATIC • GORENJE • SERVIS • MONTPELLIER • SHARP • LG • ICE KING 
• HOTPOINT • INDESIT • BEKO • SMEG • STATESMAN • CDA • HOOVER • CANDY • SWAN • NEW WORLD 


A dedicated new team is at the helm of hair salon Francesco 
Group Aldridge 

NEW franchisees have taken over at Francesco Group 
Aldridge Salon. 

Dale & Gemma Greatrix have taken over as the new management 
of Francesco Group, Anchor Parade, Aldridge. 

The pair trained with Francesco Group and have 28 years combined 
experience running salons. Over the next 12 months they will be 
running a series of promotions to celebrate their new team. 

“We are very proud to be part of Francesco Group Aldridge and 
are really excited to add to the salon’s success with all the planned 
changes we wish to introduce. Our aim is a true commitment 
to an excellent client-focussed service, with the support of our 
amazing team. 

Our Team in Aldridge regularly attend Francesco Group courses to 
keep up-to-date with the latest cutting, styling and colour trends. 
We’re trained by the Francesco Group Art Team, Wella, G.H.D and 
many other professional Hair Teams. 

So drop by and see us and let our team take care of you - starting 
with a free professional consultation from our Stylists and Master 
Colour Expert, right through to a perfect finish. We also provide 
aftercare advice on how to maintain the salon look at home”. 

Their 10 strong team consists of: Jodie & Laverne Front of House, 
Dale & Gemma Directors, Grace Creative Director, Jude and Dani 
senior Stylist, Deanne Stylists,Guy Master Colour Expert and Shanna 
Colour Technician. 

They also have Siobhan Marie who offers a range of beauty 
treatments, and Scarlet Carnall who specialises in microblading. 
The salon is open until 7pm weekdays. You’ll receive a warm 
welcome and complimentary refreshments. There is also free 
parking outside the salon. 

Regards 
Dale Greatrix 


TABLETOP 

COOKERS 


SINGLE 

OVENS 


BUILT-IN 
DOUBLE OVENS 


HUGE RANGE 
COOKER 
DISPLAY 

-WE WILL NOT BE 
BEATEN ON PRICE 


Fire-risk flats are on the 
market after being shut 


A BLOCK of flats that had to 
be evacuated when it was 
found to be a major fire risk 
has gone up for sale. 

Metro Court in West Bromwich 
could be brought back into use less 
than a year after being closed down on 
the advice of fire officials. 

The former office block in High 
Street is being offered for sale by 
property firm Bond Wolfe, which said 
it presented an ideal opportunity for 
residential development. 

Emergency 

Its 80 tenants, including families 
with children, mostly Romanian, 
were hurriedly moved out as Sandwell 
Council ordered an emergency evacu¬ 
ation with the view that lives were at 
risk. 

An inspection uncovered a series of 
failings surrounding fire doors, fire 
and smoke alarms, and insulation to 
prevent blazes from spreading. 

Fire service chiefs served a Prohibi¬ 
tion Notice, meaning it was felt there 
could be a risk of death in the event 
of a fire at the 25,000 sq ft former 
Yellow Pages headquarters. It later 
emerged council bosses had been told 


Metro Court sits next to the Premier Inn, in High Street, West Bromwich 


eight months earlier the flats were not 
meeting fire safety regulations. 

Bosses said they informed the fire 
service immediately and had urged 
the owners of the former office block 


the block already had planning consent 
for a residential development on three 
floors. 

Sandwell Council’s regeneration boss 
councillor Paul Moore said he hoped a 


to take action when the safety issues buyer would come in to take over the 
were first discovered. Bond Wolfe said building. 


HUGE NEW SHOWROOM 


Elvis tribute 


performs in contest final 


AN Elvis tribute act from the Black 
Country has made it through to the 
final of a prestigious competition. 

Andy James from Willenhall has 
been named as one of 30 finalists for 
the preliminary round of the Images 
of the King contest. 

He will compete at Harbor Lights 
Elvis Festival - a three day celebra¬ 


tion of the singer’s life - in Bristol next 
February. The winner will advance to 
the Images of the King world champi¬ 
onship, which will take place in Elvis’ 
home town of Memphis, Tennessee. 

Elvis super fan Mr James, whose 
shows helped to raise more than 
£50,000 charity in 2017, has been per¬ 
forming as The King for more than a 


TUMBLE 

DRYERS 


ELECTRIC GAS 

COOKERS COOKERS 


decade. During that time he has sung 
all around the world including in Las 
Vegas and Memphis as well as for pas¬ 
sengers on board cruise ships. 

On being a finalist in the competi¬ 
tion, he said: “I’m overwhelmed. I love 
Elvis and his music and to be a finalist 
must mean I’m doing a decent job in 
respecting the King.” 


17 Anchor Parade, Aldridge WS9 8QP t: 01922 456152 


Unit 3 Venture Centre 
(Next to the Range Warehouse) 
Green Lane, Cannock, WS11 0J 


empire appliances 

SPECIAL OPENING OFFERS 


iojj <£; 


E2 


D 




Telephone 01543 502 536 


Proud supporters of 


Email: sales@empireappliances.co.uk Website: www.empireappliances.co.uk 
[] empireappliances Delivery and Installation available on all appliances 
OPENING HOURS Monday-Saturday 9-6pm Sunday 10.30-4.30pm 
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Comedian traced by 
talent show scouts 



Black Country comedian Tracey Rhodes, better known 
by her stage name Our Trace, could face BGT judges 

SCOUTS from Britain’s Got Talent have headhunted a 
Black Country comedian to appear on series 12 of the hit 
ITV show. It comes after a video of Our Trace performing 
went viral online, viewed more than two million times. 

Now the comic, real name Tracey Rhodes, could face 
Simon Cowell and his fellow judges on the BGT panel when 
the new series hits screens in April. 

The 55-year-old mother-of-one, from Four Ashes, near 
Wolverhampton, is in talks with show bosses but said she 
was perfectly happy with her life away from the spotlight. 

She said comedy had always been a hobby alongside her 
day job as a mental health link worker. But things have 
changed dramatically after a video of her performing in 
Birmingham was posted on Facebook. 

She said: “They approached me asking me if I wanted to 
go on. I was amazed. I couldn’t believe it. I did a show in 
Birmingham and someone videoed me and put it on Face- 
book. I looked on Facebook and saw all these comments 
come up. I was overwhelmed.” 


Car cruise 
ban in force 
for further 
three years 


AN extended injunction banning car cruising 
in the Black Country for another three years 
has now come into force. 

The injunction, first introduced in 2015, bans peo¬ 
ple from taking part in a car cruise anywhere with¬ 
in Wolverhampton, Dudley, Sandwell or Walsall. It 


also bans people from pro 
licising any such event. 

Anyone breaching the in¬ 
junction risks being in con¬ 
tempt of court, for which 
they can face up to two 
years in prison and a fine. 

They could also have as¬ 
sets - such as their vehicle 
- seized and crushed. 

The four Black Country 
boroughs, led by Wolver¬ 
hampton Council and West 
Midlands Police, success¬ 
fully sought an extension to 
the injunction until Febru¬ 
ary 1, 2021. This has been 
backed by the High Court. 

Public health chief Coun¬ 
cillor Paul Sweet, said: “Car 
cruising is noisy, dangerous 
and illegal, causing dam¬ 
age to property and posing 
a risk of injury or worse to 
participants and the gen¬ 
eral public alike. Since its 


noting, organising or pub- 

By David Cosgrove 

introduction in 2015, the in¬ 
junction has helped to dra¬ 
matically reduce the menace 
of car cruising across the 
Black Country. 

“However, the problem 
has not been entirely erad¬ 
icated and car cruises still 
occur in our region from 
time to time, sometimes 
with fatal consequences.” 

Banned activities include 
speeding, driving in convoy, 
racing, performing stunts, 
sounding horns or playing 
music as to cause a signifi¬ 
cant public nuisance, using 
foul or abusive language, 
using threatening, intimi¬ 
dating behaviour and caus¬ 
ing obstruction on a public 
highway. 
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QUARTET 


By Ronald Harwood 


The charming tale of four ageing opera singers, 
featuring Paul Nicholas, Wendi Peters, 

Sue Holderness and Jeff Rawle. 


Box Office Book Online 

0121 236 4455 BIRMINGHAM-REP.CO.UK 




BIRMINGHAM 

REPERTORY 

THEATRE 


in England 295910 I Birmingham $ C0 *% I 

Charity No.223660 ^ \ City CoUndI \ 


BLACK COUNTRY IMPACT PROGRAMME 


UAII 

A fantastic opportunity to 
achieve a FREE Intensive level 1 
Certificate in Travel and Tourism 


• Programme delivered over 5 days at high quality venues across 
the Black Country 

• FREE ongoing coaching and support 

• Training delivered by highly skilled Industry professionals 

• FREE lunch and refreshments on the training days PLUS re¬ 
imbursement of travel costs up to £5 per day 

• FREE £10 Amazon voucher on completion of the programme 


To be eligible for this programme you must; 

► Be between 16-29 years old 

► Not in any education, employment or training 

► Flave the right to live and work in the UK 

► Be a resident of the Black Country (living in either Walsall, 
Wolverhampton, Sandwell or Dudley) 


To discuss this fantastic opportunity in more detail 
and book your slot on the next programme 
contact Well Training today 
Tel 0121 667 9496 Mobile 07863 326027 
Email: enquiries@welltraining.co.uk 
www.welltraining.co.uk 


®npact j 


UJTHW* HMDtft 


|Europ«*o Union 
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This project is receiving up to £34 million of funding made up of £17 million European Social 
Fund and £17 millions Youth Employment Initiative, plus match funding of up to £8 m from 
the Big Lottery Fund and funding from partners. 


WALSALL 
_ SKIN CLINIC 

Your Local, One-stop 


Cosmetic Clinic 


All treatments performed by fully trained DOCTORS 
and all consultations are FREE. 


Non-surgical Nose Reshaping - Now available 



Injectable Treatment for upper 

Dermal fillers 

face Wrinkles 


* Can have this treatment during 

• Restylane, Juvederm 

your lunch hour 

• Excellent for 

Available on 1,2 or 3 areas 

treatment of smile 

Area = Both eyes / forehead / 

and Marionette lines, 

between eyebrows 

jowls 

Injectable treatment for — - 

• Chin wrinkles and 

excessive sweating 

cheek and 

Underarms, Hands, Feet, Forehead, 

chin augmentation 

Nose and Face available 





SCULPTRA (Non-surgical 
liquid Face Lift) 




before 


After 


»Amazing volumising 
effect resulting in a fuller 
younger looking face, neck, age and 
hands 


» Effects can last more than 
than 2 years 


before 


After 



ft Dermaroller 

Treats wrinkles, 

1 stretch marks, 

A cellulite and 

Acne and other types of scars 



Vampire (Platelet Rich Plasma) Treatment 

• Improves skin texture & reduces pore size, acne and 
other scars 

• Softens nose to mouth and laughter lines 
and enhances facial volume 

• Rejuvenates the skin of the face, neck, decolletage 
and hands and reduces stretch marks 

• Treats hair loss 



Microsclerotherapy 

For the treatment of leg thread veins 

Short wave Diathermy 

For the treatment of face thread veins 


Walsall Skin Clinic 

Celestial Beauty Salon and Training Academy, 16-18, Stafford Street, 
Walsall WS2 8DG. 01922 666516/ 07855841203. 

Email: info@walsallskinclinic.com • Website: www.walsallskinclinic.com 
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SWEAT! 

friendly fitness 
sweatunion.com 


Get with 
the SWEAT! 

Join today to enjoy 
state-of-the-art 
Technogym equipment, 
over 40 group exercise 
classes a week, friendly 
staff, free parking and 
super clean facilities. 




Is 
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MASTER 

THE 

MATRIX 


Join us for our Matrix Open Day at SWEAT! Walsall on 

Monday 19th February. 

Be the first to try out one of our brand new high 
intensity Matrix classes for free! 


Visit us in club to book your place today! 

*Matrix classes available to all members on our Matrix open days 


2-4 

St. Pauls Street 
Walsall WS1 INN 

Free parking at Tesco Extra 

sr n ® 
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We’re the nation’s heart charity. 

duMdS Our vision is a world where people don’t 
die prematurely from heart disease. 

We’ll achieve this through pioneering research, vital prevention activity and ensuring quality 
care and support for everyone living with heart disease. 

To make all this work possible, we rely on your generous donation of time and money. 

If you have any questions about making a donation, 
please contact us or call us on 0300 330 3322. 

British Heart Foundation is a registered Charity No 225971. Registered as a Company limited by guarantee in England & 

Wales No 699547. Registered office at Greater London House, 130 Hampstead Road, London A/I/1/7 7AW. Registered as a 

Charity in Scotland No. SC039426 

NORMAN 
DAVIES TV 

Your local LCD 
/ LED & Plasma 
repair centre 

01543 506834 

176 Walsall Road, 
Cannock y 

WS11 0JL ^ 


Emery 
Kitchens Ltd 

Budget, ultra modern 
and luxury kitchens 

Unit 4 Apex Business 
Park, Walsall Road, 
Norton Canes 

WS11 9PU „ 

Tel: 01543 450450 


TR MUSIC 

Music Books, Drum 
Kits, Guitars, Violins, 
Recorders 
234-236 Stafford 
Street, Walsall 

01922 

613101 V 


CHESWARDINE 

HALL 

Residential Nursing & 
Respite Care 

Tel: 

01630 661316 

WWW. 

cheswardinehall.ttf 

co.uk 


M.M.S GAS 

at Croft Lane, 
Gailey 
Propane & 
Butane Bottles 

01902 

790348 V 


SIMPLE 
HEATING 
SOLUTIONS LTD 

German Electric 
Heating 

Call Martin on 

01889 
576732 V 


MIDDLETON 
& WOOD OF 
BURNTWOOD 

Your local independent 
family funeral directors 

10-12 Rugeley Rd, 
Burntwood WS7 9BA 

01543 677494 ^ 
24 hrs ▼ 


GLIDE & SLIDE 

Quality Sliding 

Door Systems 
Northgate 

Business Park, 
Aldridge 

www.glideandslide.co.uk 

01543 

679202 V 


STAFFORDSHIRE 

SHEDS 

Sheds, Summerhouses, 
Workshops, Chalets 
Unit 20a Boston 
Industrial Estate, 
Rugeley 

01889 
578299 V 


Vine Builders 
Merchants 

Decorative Gravel, 
Fencing, Top Soil 
Walkmill Lane, 
Bridgtown, Cannock 
WS11 0LN 
01543 „ 

579559 “ 


Stan 

Reynolds 

Mill Street 
Walsall 

WS2 8AN 

01922 

623545 V 


Select 

Windows 

Walsall Road 
Walsall Wood 
Walsall WS9 9AH 

01543 

370666 V 


Walsall 

Carpets 

Unit 9 Green Lane 
Birchills, Walsall 
West Midlands 
WS2 8LE 

01922 

637727 ▼ 


Walsall 
Golf Club 

The hidden gem in the 
heart of the West Midlands 
Broadway, Walsall WS1 3EY 
www.walsallgolfclub.co.uk 

01922 

613512 V 


Wash 

Bathroom & 
Kitchen Design 

Luxury Kitchens at 
Affordable Prices! 
154-156 Cannock Road, 
Cannock, WS11 5BZ 

01543 

500687 V 


JLF Moving 
Solutions Ltd 

for a stress free move... 

Unit 29 Navigation Way, 
Hawks Green, Cannock, 

WS11 7XU 

www.j If movi ngsol utions. co. u k 

01543 

571313 V 


Cannock 
Fireplaces & 
Stoves 

Open 7 days a week 

Free Parking 

Walsall Road, Bridgtown, 
Cannock WS11 OJH 

01543 „ 

898585 T 


William 

Mitchell 

Funerals 

Independent Lady 
Funeral Director 

www.williammitchell-funerals.co.uk 
26 High Street, Aldridge, WS98LZ 

01922 „ 

288599 T 


Jennifer Ashe 
Family Funeral 
Directors 

Caring for you and your 
loved ones through the 
generations 

78 High Street, Brownhills 

01543 „ 

378022 ▼ 


N&B Building 
Services 
Limited 

Plastering, Roofing, 
Extensions, Block Paving 
and much more 

07845 544516 
or 01543 M 

672375 ▼ 


ACCOUNTANCY & TAXATION 

Self Assessment and all Accountancy Services for the 
self employed, partnerships and limited companies. 

A prompt and reliable service at a 
sensible cost 

For a free appointment please call: Robert 
Ollerenshaw on: Shenstone 01543 481329 

Evening appointments not a problem 

Email: ollerenshaws@btinternet.com 
www.ollerenshaws.co.uk ▼ 


TREEWAY FENCING LTD 

Fencing panels, trellis work, gates, 
concrete posts, gravel boards 

10% OFF FOR RETAIL 
CUSTOMERS ONLY 

T&Cs apply 

01543 425893 If 


JOHN SHORT & SONS 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

Independent family owned firm 
of funeral directors 

estover 150 years 

3 High Street, Chasetown, Burntwood, WS7 3XE 

01543 686204 ¥ 


NEED A REPAIR, 
DON’T DESPAIR! 

Visit your Local Specialists 

Service and Repairs on all 
makes of vehicles 

Unit 2A, Zone 2 Ring Road, Burntwood WS7 3JQ 

01543 672247 ¥ 


Academy with lots to celebrate 



Ofsted rated the academy as good in all aspects of school life, including leadership and management 


Staff and students at Grace Academy 
Darlaston are celebrating the 
academy’s outstanding success in 
achieving the fourth best Progress 8 
results in Walsall. 

Progress 8 was introduced in 2016 to 
measure school performance and aims 
to capture the progress students make 
from the end of primary school to the 
end of Key Stage 4, compared to the 
national average. 

By setting high expectations and 
ambitious academic targets for 
students, alongside regular progress 
tracking and high quality independent 
guidance, the academy also achieved a 
‘Good’ rating by Ofsted in June 2017. 

Ofsted rated the academy as good 
in all aspects of school life including 
leadership and management, quality 
of teaching and learning, the personal 
development and behaviour of 


Commercial feature 

students, and student outcomes. 

The majority of students achieved 
Grade 4 or above in GCSE English 
and maths in 2017, with 66 per cent 
achieving the equivalent of A* to A in 
at least one subject. Many students 
celebrated individual top grades, 
including student Shakila Hussain who 
achieved 11 A* to A grades. 

The academy also achieved its best 
ever A-level results last year with 100 
per cent of students passing their 
A-level and vocational courses and 100 
per cent of Year 13 students securing 
a minimum of three A-levels. Many 
students went on to their preferred 
university courses. 

The academy has a bespoke in- 
house, independent careers advisor, 


and all Year 11 students and applicants 
are interviewed to find out their 
aspirations. Alongside regular trips to 
careers and apprenticeship fairs, as 
well as universities, students can find 
out first-hand what opportunities are 
available to them. 

As an outworking of the Ethos of 
the Academy, with the core values of 
Grace, Respect, Integrity, Potential and 
Excellence, workshop days are also 
organised to help students talk about 
relevant social, moral, cultural and 
emotional issues. 

Students have the use of state-of-the- 
art facilities with a team of dedicated, 
hard-working staff, and the opportunity 
to enter the job market with confidence, 
as well-rounded, positive contributors 
to society. To organise a tour or find out 
more email darlaston@graceacademy. 
org.uk or call 0121 568 3300. 



A 


Grace Academy Darlaston 


Fourth place in Walsall for Progress 8 attainment 
'Good' rating by Ofsted in 2017 


Rated as 'Good' in all aspects of student life: 

• Leadership and management 

• Quality of teaching and learning 

• Personal development and behaviour 

• Student outcomes 

Ambitious academic targets: 

100% of students passed A Level and vocational courses in 2017 
100% of Year 13 students secured a minimum of 3 A Levels 
66% of students achieved the equivalent of A* to A in at least 
one GCSE subject in 2017 

Majority of students achieved Grade 4 or above in GCSE English 
and Maths 

Independent careers advisor for all Year 11 students 
Regular trips to careers and apprenticeship fairs and universities 
State-of-the-art facilities 

Core values: Grace, Respect, Integrity, Potential and Excellence 


www.graceacademy.org.uk • darlaston@graceacademy.org.uk • Twitter: @GADarlaston 


Grace Academy Darlaston, Herberts Park Road, Darlaston, 
Wednesbury WS10 8QJ 
Tel: 0121 568 3300 
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Your Local Discount 


Carpet 

©arpets DiRE g 

Carpets Direct 2U is owned by Robert 
and Mandy Freeman, and their son 
Richard. The Freeman family have 
been serving customers throughout 
the Walsall and West Midlands area 
for four generations. Their years of 
retail experience have helped them 
to identify a niche in the market and 
come up with an idea that allows 
them to buy and sell carpets to the 
public at discounted prices. 

Carpets Direct 2U is easily accessible 
to everyone in the area with retail 
premises in Aldridge and Pelsall and a 
huge warehouse in Norton Canes which 
is open to the public and has thousands 
of rolls in stock ready for customers to 
take away. Most recently, Carpets Direct 
2U is proud to have opened a new 
retail store at 10 Cannock Road, Swan 
Island, Burntwood where the family look 
forward to serving both existing and 
new customers in Burntwood and the 
surrounding areas. 

Carpets Direct 2U has established 
a reputation for providing customers 
with good service and quality floor 
coverings, priced to suit everyone’s 
pocket. 


Store 

Great Value Great Quality 

So how do they do it? Generally, 
when buying a carpet to fit your room, 
this price will include other costs such 
as storage and distribution by the 
stockist. Carpets Direct 2U buy and 
sell in a different way. In simple terms 
they buy full rolls of carpet in bulk direct 
from the supplier, then cut them into 
standard room sizes and hold the stock 
themselves at their warehouse in Norton 
Canes. The savings they make are then 
passed Direct 2U. Discounts apply to 
all ranges. In addition to the vast range 
of stock they hold, they have hundreds 
of pattern and sample books to browse 
through in their showrooms or, you can 
take away samples to check and match 
against your individual colour scheme 
in the comfort of your own home. 



Vinyls 

The vinyl selection is endless at prices 
to suit everyone. In the store they stock 
remnants of all sizes: 2,3 and 4 metre 
widths with discounts of up to 75% 
off normal cut length prices. Any time 
of the day, every day you can go to 
Carpets Direct 2U and buy a cut-price 
piece of vinyl, 2m x 2m for £25. 

If you want a particular range or you 
don’t see what you’re looking for, you 
can order just what you want from a 
number of sample books and normally 
get it delivered the very next day. 

Fitting Service 

Carpets Direct 2U offer a fully 
comprehensive fitting service, provided 
by a team of self employed professional 
fitters with vast experience in the 
flooring industry. If you require underlay 
Carpets Direct 2U stock a variety and 
sell it at discounted roll prices, which is 
half the normal cut length price. 

Everyone’s tastes are different whether 
it be 100% wool carpets or 100% 
polypropylene stain resistant carpets. 
The one thing every customer wants 
is quality carpets at the best possible 
price and that’s what we give at Carpets 
Direct 2U. ” adds Robert. 

Measuring Service 

Carpets Direct 2U offer a free no 
obligation measuring service and are 
happy to provide written insurance 
quotations on request. 


RU©S DIRECT 

Rugs 

Whilst you can find a great selection of 
rugs in store, you can also shop online 
at vvww.rugsdirect2u.co.uk or order 
over the telephone on 08454 501221. 
Rugs Direct 2U offer quality rugs at 
the lowest prices. They have rugs to 
suit all tastes and budgets from retro 
designs to timeless classic styles from 
their traditional collections. They offer 
a wide variety of colours in materials 
ranging from luxurious wool to durable 
manmade fibres. 

Customer Satisfaction 

Carpets Direct 2U/Rugs Direct 2U are 
delighted to have been voted ‘Most 
Loved Carpet & Rugs Business in 
the UK’ (as voted for by local people) 
for the sixth year running. See what 
customers have to say about their 
service and products on the Best of 
Walsall website Log onto the Best of 
Walsall website to read the numerous 
testimonials and see for yourself why 
Carpets Direct 2U and Rugs Direct 2U 




are so highly recommended as UK’s 
most loved carpet and rugs business, 
an accolade they are 
proud of. 

Sincere thanks to all 
customers, old and new, 
for taking time to forward 
your recommendations. 

• Web: www.rugsdirect2u.co.uk 

• Email: info@rugsdirect2u.co.uk 







your local family run discount carpet store 

Visit your local Carpets Direct 2U 
stores at 4 convenient locations 

This is what customers say... 

“Fantastic carpet shop” - Louise R 
“Great quality carpet” - Clare S 

“Excellent service, excellent fitting, friendly staff 3 - Suzanne W 


1 thebestof.co.uk/walsall 




RU©S DIRECT 

Walsall's premier rug stockist! 

Visit our 24 hot* online store 

www.rugsdlrect2u.co.uk 

Visit the huge showroom at our Pelsall 
store for a vast selection of rugs 





I enquires. irrfoUmgsdirect2u.oo.ulL 



. Carpets-• Ru gs- • ■V i nyls »-L 'aminate. 

iDomesticl&lGontract^i 




O LEHLTR Quidco© 



1000’s of 
room sized 
carpets & vinyls 
up to 50% off 




29 HIGH STREET, 
PELSALL, WALSALL 
WS3 4 LX 
OPEN 6 DAYS 
MON-SAT 9AM - 5PM 
TEL: 01922 691555 


Free measuring 
service, no obligation, 
professional fitting 
service 



UNITS 1+2 NORTON CANES 
BUSINESS PARK, 
NORTON GREEN LANE 
WS11 9SS 

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 
MON-SAT 

TEL: 01543 277775 



1 ANCHOR ROAD, 
ALDRIDGE, WALSALL 
WS9 8PT 
OPEN 7 DAYS 
MON-SAT 9AM - 5PM 
SUN 10AM -4PM 
TEL: 01922 456457 


1000’s of quality 
rugs to choose from 



10 CANNOCK ROAD, 
BURNTWOOD 
WS7 OBJ 
OPEN 6 DAYS 
MON-SAT 9AM - 5PM 
TEL: 01543 672025 



to take 

away 

today 


www.carpetsdirect2u.co.uk 


® twitter.com/ 

carpetsdirect2u 


www.facebook.com/ 

carpetsdirect2u 
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There are no 
late payment 
fees or 

administration 
l costs 


Representative APR 177.7% 


USE YOUR LOFT! 


: Long Safety Side Handles* 


We also fit loft flooring, lighting 
and roof windows. 

All major credit cards accepted 


theloftJfoairs company 

The Loft Stairs Company, Unit 60, Atcham Industrial Estate, Shrewsbury SY4 4UG 

Visit our website www.theloftstairscompany.co.uk 

Freephone 0800 389 1281 
or mobile friendly 01743 761499 


GOALI 

THE ONLY READ FOR REAL FANS EVERY AhONDAY 


Access your loft safely and 
easily with Bison loft stairs. 

A “gas” strut mechanism 
requiring just fingertip control 
makes opening and closing your 
loft stairs exceptionally easy. 

• Fully manufactured by us 
in the Midlands 

• Free Survey 

• ‘Bison’ loft ladders, 
only available from us 

• Full 4 year parts 

& labour guarantee 

• The only product available 
with a safety handle in 
the loft 

• Fitted in approx 2 hours 
(including making the 
opening larger) 

• : Now available in white 
no painting required* 

• : Now complete with 
“comfort” feet to protect 

V carpets and wooden floors. 


Girls’ team engineers bid for science title 


'• Ml Ij 


university 
acdd 


The team of six pupils with Scott Williams, director of teaching and learning at Staffordshire University 
Academy, and Melanie Fleet, communications manager for thyssenkrupp (UK) 


AN all-female team of budding young inventors from Hed- 
nesford has teamed up with a global engineering giant as 
part of the MNA Stem Challenge 2018. 

Aged between 13 and 14, the team of six girls from Staf¬ 
fordshire University Academy has partnered with thyssen¬ 
krupp (UK), the German steel group, with its UK base in 
Solihull and a major operation at Cradley Heath. 

Overseen by Midlands News Association, publishers of 


the Express & Star and Chonicle series, the STEM Chal¬ 
lenge aims to boost pupil engagement in the fields of sci¬ 
ence, technology, engineering and maths by bringing 
together 25 teams from schools across the Black Country, 
Shropshire and Staffordshire to pit their creative skills 
against one another. 

The contest is also a prime opportunity for students to 
form valuable links in the world of industry. 


Banging drum for learning 


THE chance to learn an in¬ 
strument is music to the ears 
of Hednesford pupils. 

Staffordshire University Acade¬ 
my, Marston Road, has begun to 
offer the lessons in the likes of vio¬ 
lin and French horn - after team¬ 
ing up with ENTRUST. 

The school is also taking part in a 
variety of musical activities includ¬ 
ing curriculum-based lessons, vocal 


groups and African drumming, and is 
preparing for a production of Beauty 
and the Beast on March 20 and 21. 

Esther Humpage, head of faculty for 
the creative arts, said: “The students 
are really enjoying the musical oppor¬ 
tunities which are being offered.” 

Meanwhile, SUA has introduced 
a new programme to help primary 
school students make the step up. The 
school is running its ‘high fives’ pro¬ 
gramme, enabling pupils from feeder 


primaries with talent for English to 
prepare more easily for the switch to 
high school. 

And, under its ‘smart moves’ pro¬ 
gramme, Year seven students are 
being encouraged to focus on the posi¬ 
tive aspects of their life. 

It is designed to encourage the 
youngsters to identify the positive as¬ 
pects of their life and develop problem 
solving skills they can apply to their 
studies and everyday life. 


Overseas 12-month gift subscriptions are available from: Europe £73.56, 
rest of the world £110.76 (Includes P&P, Direct Debit or Pre-payment) 


WOLVERHAMPTON 

MAGAZINE 


HALF PRICE 


SUBSCRIPTION OFFER 
JUST £2.00 PER MONTH (INC. P&P) 


To subscribe call our free customer 
care hotline on 0800 146 540 


FI 


HomeSmile 


HomeSmile is one weekly payment 
one local agent and one home to 
make you smile 

At HomeSmile 
you will enjoy top 
quality brands 
at affordable 
weekly payments, 
collected directly 
from your door 


A J > > 


Representative example: £330 hire purchase loan repayable over 52 weeks; 52 weekly payments at 
£10.23. Rate of interest 61.37% pa; fixed representative APR 177.7%. Total amount payable £531.96. 


Top High 
Street Brands 

Flexible Loan 
Terms 

No payment 
or smart 
meters 


0121 522 4687 I www.Home mile.co.uk 
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Guard of honour tribute 
for Normandy veteran 



THE war made him the man 
he was for the rest of his life, 
and it shaped all our family.’ 

A Normandy veteran’s daugh¬ 
ter has paid tribute to her father 
after his funeral. 

Frank Corbett landed on Gold Beach 
during the invasion of 1944 - and was 
later honoured for his service with a 
French Legion d’Honneur medal. 

Fellow Normandy veterans formed 
a guard of honour outside Streetly 
Crematorium on Thursday for the 
96-year-old’s final journey. 

Mr Corbett, who was originally from 
Walsall Wood, later worked for nearly 
five decades as a trader selling net cur¬ 
tains at Cannock Indoor Market. 

But it was his experiences from 
1939 to 1946 which shaped his later 
life, according to Mr Corbett’s daugh¬ 
ter Julie Last. 

Remarkable 

He served as a Corporal and an¬ 
ti-tank gunner in the 7th Battalion, 
South Staffordshire Regiment, before 
being transferred to the Monmouth¬ 
shire Regiment as his own battalion 
was so depleted. 

Dozens of mourners, including his 
family and fellow veterans, attended 
the chapel to remember Mr Corbett. 

His life was described as ‘remark¬ 
able’ by Rev Keith Beckingham, who 
said he was part of a generation that 
‘captured the bulldog spirit’. 

Veterans formed a guard of hon¬ 
our as the hearse made its way to the 
chapel with Mr Corbett’s coffin, which 
had the Union Flag draped over it. 

Julie, 57, said: “Dad was involved 
with the Bren anti-tank gun and when 
they landed in Normandy there was 
6ft of water and he only just managed 
to get onto the beach with his men. 

“He used to say ‘You don’t realise 


‘The war made him the man he was’ 

the danger you’re in while you’re in 
the middle of it’. The war made him 
the man he was for the rest of his life, 
and it shaped all our family really.” 

He leaves behind three children - 
Julie and her brothers Robert, 71, and 
Philip, 62 - as well as nine grandchil¬ 
dren and three great-grandchildren. 
Mr Corbett was married twice, to Edna 
and Lily. Julie said it was her father’s 


War hero Frank Corbett - ‘full of fun’ 

keen sense of humour which marked 
him out. She said: “He was a real 
comedian and he could light up any 
room. He would always be teasing or 
joking around and was so full of fun.” 
In his later years, Mr Corbett eagerly 
awaited his annual trips to Normandy 
to mark D-Day memorials. 

He was awarded the Legion d’Hon¬ 
neur in 2015. 
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SPLASHING OUT ON A 
NEW BATHROOM? 


EXAMPLE FULL 
JOB FOR 

£3950 


90x90 Quadrant 
Cubicle with low 
level tray 

15 SQM Wall Tiles 
Tiled Floor 

Replacement Shower I 
New Basin & WC 
EXTRA DISCOUNT 
FOR OUR RETIRED 
& DISABLED 
CUSTOMERS 




“Our company is owned 
and run by local tradesmen 
meaning the work is carried 
out properly and on time. 
We strive to keep our prices 
as low as possible in order 
to keep within the budget 
of retired, disabled and 
working families which make 
up 95% of our customers. ” 


DISABLED 

SPECIAL 


Are you having problems 
getting in and out of your i 
bath? We will remove 
the bath and fit an easy 
access low level round, 
square or oblong cubicle 
and tile inside, supply a 
new replacement shower, 
a folding seat and grab rail I 

ALL FOR ONLY [ 

£2150 


FEBRUARY & 
MARCH 
FITTING DATES 
NOW BEING 
RESERVED „ 


OuaHfying Case>^RADESMEN OWN & RUN THIS COMPANY ' 

Daytimes & I WE PROMISE A VISIT & 

k weekend visity AN‘ON THE SPOT PRICE’ WITHIN 48 
pleasure /- HOURS OF YOUR CALL 


(Daytime & Weekend visits a pleasure) 

39 Lichfield Road, Wednesfield, 
Wolverhampton WV11 1TW 01902 861908 

Showroom also at Unit 4, Charterfield Shopping Centre, 
Charterfield Drive, Kingswinford DY6 7SH 

01384 287222 
www.yourchoice-bathrooms.co.uk 

SHOWROOMS OPEN 9am-5pm 6 Days a Week 
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Joseph Leckie Academy celebrating 
more success with its pass rates 


Academic progress of students at 
Joseph Leckie Academy is amongst the 
very best in Walsall at both Key Stage 4 
and Key Stage 5. 

Joseph Leckie Academy was placed 
fifth for overall progress at KS4 and fourth 
in Walsall for mathematics at GCSE level 
(summer 2017 examination results). 

At Key Stage 5, positive A-level results 
meant that the academy was placed 
seventh within Walsall, with the vast 
majority of courses achieving a perfect 100 
per cent pass rate. 

Many sixth form students have already 
gained unconditional places at universities 
across the country, with a number 
of students being offered places at 
prestigious Russell Group universities 


Commercial feature 

Students joining the school in Year 
7 always settle in quickly. The tailored 
Induction Programme ensures that all 
students joining from primary schools 
have the opportunity to visit the academy 
in the summer of their Year 6 to take part 
in structured and fun activities where 
they have the opportunity to take part in 
lessons, meet staff and make new friends. 

Students are made to feel secure 
and welcome, meaning that new Year 
7 students are familiar with the site and 
already know their teaching staff and 
classrooms on their first day at “big 
school”. 

The academy employs several staff 


members that help strengthen the strong 
community bonds the school prides itself 
on. These range from home liaison officers 
to pastoral support managers. 

Principal Keith Whittlestone said: “We aim 
to actively reach out into the community 
and offer local people facilities to promote 
life-long education, healthy living and 
active lifestyles. More importantly, this 
gives the academy a partnership with the 
community and a sense of ‘Community 
Togetherness’.” A wide range of 
evening,weekend and holiday activities are 
available. 

Sporting facilities, including sports hall 
and 25-metre swimming pool, enabling 
people of all ages to remain active at 
weekends,evenings and holidays, whilst 


our commitment to life-long learning, 
means that modern classrooms are 
accessed by the local community to 
provide a platform for all to learn. 

In 2019 there will be further world class 
provision at Joseph Leckie Academy 
including purpose-built sixth form study 
areas, business suite, languages and 
music teaching areas as well as a state- 
of-the-art library and facilities for students 
with special educational needs. 

With so much going on and with 
examination results proving how dedicated 
the school is to academic success - it is a 
great time to join Joseph Leckie Academy. 

Contact the school now for more 
information. 



• • 

• •< 
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Celebrating Our Success in the 2017 
Secondary School League Tables 


Academic Progress at Key Stage i It’s an exciting time to join Joseph Leckie 


* 4/5 is amongst the very best in Walsall 

* Joseph Leckie Academy was placed 

5th in Walsall at KS4 
4th in Walsall for Maths 
7th in Walsall for A Levels 

Many Sixth Form Students get places at prestigious Russell Group Universities 


- Brand new facilities to be completed 2019 comprising: 
State of the art teaching rooms for Modern Languages, 
Business and Music Sixth Form Study Areas, 

Special Needs Suite, New Library 

- New Reception, Foyer and Social Areas 

- Majority of Sixth Formers secure a place at university 



Joseph Leckie 
Academy 


Walstead Road West, Walsall WS5 4PG 
Tel: 01922 721 071 


www.josephleckieacademy.co.uk 
Email: postbox@josephleckieacademy.co.uk 


o 


Express & Star 

FIXED PRICE 

RECRUITMENT 

PACKAGE 




FILL YOUR NEXT VACANCY 
WITH OUR BRONZE FIXED PRICE 
RECRUITMENT PACKAGE 

Bronze package includes: 

• 5cm x 2 column advert in Express & Star (Thursday) 

• 5cm x 2 column advert in Chronicle of your choice 

• Two week listing on jobs.expressandstar.com 

• 5 line advert to appear in Express & Star Classified jobs 
for 5 nights 

• We will run the lineage and online advert on a daily basis 
until you fill the vacancy 

Package Price £399* 

Contact Tracey Thompson on 01902 319645 or email 
tracey.thompson@expressandstar.co.uk 




*AII prices are subject to VAT 






















union bosses vow to 
fight 2 sisters closures 

THE CLOSURE of 2 Sisters fac¬ 
tories in the Black Country has 
been labelled a betrayal of loyal 
workers who have stuck with the 
company through thick and thin. 

Union bosses have vowed to keep 
two chicken-processing plants in Wol¬ 
verhampton and Smethwick open as 
talks begin with company bosses. MPs 
and officials at union Unite say it is a 
betrayal of their employees. 

Around 500 workers at the two factories, 
which are earmarked for closure along with 
a third in Scotland, face losing their jobs. It 
follows an undercover report that claimed 
slaughter dates were being changed to ex¬ 
tend the shelf-life of meat at its West Brom¬ 
wich plant and poultry was being put back 
on the production line after being dropped 
on the floor. 

Secure 

Unite national officer for food Joe Clarke 
said: “These plans have caused a lot of un¬ 
certainty and dismay. Unite will be doing 
everything it can to support our members 
and secure their futures. 

“Workers who have stuck with the com¬ 
pany through thick and thin and worked 
hard to make it a success will inevitably feel 
a sense of betrayal.” 

Wolverhampton North East MP Emma 
Reynolds said: “I am writing to the com¬ 
pany to see if they will be putting on trans¬ 
port for any workers who are relocated to 
West Bromwich.” 

2 Sisters said the sites at Gallus House, 
Lincoln Street, Wolverhampton (site E), 
which employs 150 and Bevan Way, Alpha 
Business Park, Smethwick (site C), where 
350 work, are ageing and unsustainable. 

Staff employed at the Wolverhampton 
and Smethwick sites are being offered the 
opportunity to move to the West Bromwich 
site at Howard Street Industrial Estate, 
Hill Top. 



Tributes to suffragette Nell 



James Moss,17, and Renee Samra, 13 at Ellen Isabel Jones’ grave 


A SUFFRAGETTE from Wal- The commemorative event was led 
sail was honoured as the country by Sue Satterthwaite, from the 
marked 100 years since women Aldridge Great War Project. Around 
were given the right to vote. 40 people attended the ceremony, 

Ellen Isabel Jones, also known as which began at Aldridge Library. 
‘Nell’, was remembered by Aldridge Nell was a nurse, wife of a doctor 

School pupils, teachers, and com- and mother to four sons. She cared 
munity members. for the sick during the First World 

She is buried in the cemetery War and helped set up a military 
at Aldridge Parish Church and hospital at the Manor House in 
wreaths were placed on her grave. Aldridge in 1916. 



WLM mOLLEYDASH 


WEEKLY TROLLEY DASH 

„ t*T0BE I PLUS LOADS OF B&M 
XO WON | VOUCHERS UP FOR GRABS’ 
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with Express & Star 


Order from the comfort of your own home 

V* 0871 911 7011 

www.expressandstarshop.co.uk 


Water Jet 
Adaptor 


Only £14.99 plus £3.95 P&P 


This simple to fit, cost effective attachment quickly 
transforms your hosepipe into a high-pressure washer. 
The durable, high quality design includes a stainless 
steel lance with a pressure adjusting tap and brass 
fittings. This simple to use tool is ideal for cleaning 
cars, boats, patios, walls and decking. It can also be 
used to clear gutters, drains and leaves and is great 
for blasting weeds from between paving slabs and 
paths. 

Supplied with two brass head fittings that allow you 
to switch between high pressure direct spraying 
and wide spray options, it comes with an additional 
extended flexible tip to gain access into hard to reach 
areas. Using the included screw on brush head you 
can cut down on time needed to remove tough dirt 
and stains by combining the higher-pressure water 
with a brush-in one. 

D9384 Water Jet Adaptor 



Telescopic 
Pole Chainsaw 


Only £79.99 plus £4.95 P&P 


This multi-function 600W chainsaw from Garden Gear 
allows you to trim even the tallest of branches with ease. 
With a standard working height of 2.3 metres, simply add 
the additional handle to extend your working height to an 
amazing 2.9 metres. 

The angle of the chainsaw can be adjusted through 45 
degrees and can be turned on and off with a simple press 
and release of the operating trigger. 

With a shoulder strap for comfortable operation at the 
longest extension. 

With a cutting width of 25cm, and weighing just 3.7kg, the 

chainsaw separates for easy storage when not in use. 

D5942 Corded Chainsaw 

D6545 Ear Protectors £11.99 

D6546 Visor Shield £12.99 

D8212 100ml Chainsaw Oil £5.99 




Wall and Fence Paint Sprayer 


WORK 

WERT 


Only £29.99 plus £4.95 P&P 


Save hours painting and decorating with this versatile mains-powered spray gun, perfect for completing 
DIY tasks with minimal effort. The 800ml reservoir can be filled with water, solvent and enamel-based 
paints, wood sealers, stains and varnishes to suit any job. Use indoors to spruce up old furniture and 
doors, or use outside for fences, decking and furniture. 

There’s an ergonomic handle and trigger, and the powerful 110W motor sprays paint quickly and evenly 
through the 0.8mm nozzle, with a flow rate of 320ml per minute. It also features a useful output control to 
adjust the spray pattern to suit your chosen surface and type of paint. 

Includes cleaning pin, spare nozzle and viscosity measuring cup. Can be disassembled for cleaning, 
features 2m cable. Dimensions: H24 x W11 x L22cm. 

D9973 Wall and Fence Paint Sprayer 
D9974 Spare 800ml Reservoir £7.99 


VIDEO ^ 


Four-step Safety Ladder 



Tackle those out of reach jobs in your home and garden safely and easily. This four-step safety ladder 
features side safety rails and an extra high front safety rail reaching 61cm (2ft) above the top step for extra 
support. 

Oversized non-slip rubber trim steps reduce the chance of missed footing. Maximum standing height 
96cm (3.1ft from the floor). Measures HI58 x W48 x D85cm and folds down to HI69 x W48 x D21cm, 
making it easy to carry and move around your home to where you need it most. Weight: 11kg. Maximum 
user weight: 150kg. Some easy assembly required. This product comes with a two year manufacturer’s 
warranty, giving you complete peace of mind. 

D9212 Blue D9213Grey D8325 White 

*Please note that due to the weight of this product, delivery will take between 5 and 7 days and is charged at £9.95. 


Order Hotline 0871 911 7011* 

8am-8pm, 7 days a week. **Calls cost 13p per minute plus your phone company’s access charge. 

Quote 

81085 

Order online at 
: expressandstarshop.co.uk 

Our ‘was’ pricing refers to the original selling prices offered on our website www.cjoffers.co.uk and in our retail store between 6th Nov 2017 - 5th Feb 2018. Allow 7 working days for delivery. If not happy for any reason we will accept return of faulty/unused goods in sealed original packaging for full refund or replacement within 30 days. 

These goods are sold and supplied by BVG-Group Ltd. with whom you contract when you accept this offer. A SIGNATURE IS REQUIRED ON DELIVERY. 


I RETURN TO: EXPRESS & STAR (81085), PO BOX 87, BRECON, LD3 3BE 


I Title (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms)_ Initial_ Surname 

! Address_ 


Postcode 


I Email_ Tel. (for queries only)_ 

J I enclose my cheque/PO made payable to BVG-GR0UP LTD for £_Or please debit my card £_IU Mastercard EE Visa EE Maestro Issue No_ 

I My card number is: 

; i i i i i rr mi i i i in i i 11 i i i szm/m , E rm/m as rm 

I “Midland News Association Ltd and other MNA companies or selected third parties may contact you with details of goods and services you may be interested in. By placing this order you give consent to Midland News Association 
Limited or selected third parties doing so, unless you have indicated your objection by ticking this box n if you do not want to hear from selected third parties and ticking this box □ if you do not want to hear from Midland News 
Association Ltd.” 


PLEASE SEND ME 

CODE(S) 

OTY 

PRICE 

TOTAL 
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Kaiser Chiefs are odds on 
to provide a big finale 



The Kaiser Chiefs are onto a winner with a concert at Wolverhampton Racecourse Photo by Danny North 


ONE of Britain’s favourite 
bands, The Kaiser Chiefs, are 
a sure bet to end Ladies’ Day 
on a high when rock and rac¬ 
ing combine at Wolverhamp¬ 
ton Racecourse this summer. 

Tickets went on sale yesterday 
(Wednesday) for the Yorkshire band’s 
concert at Dunstall, which will mark 
the combination of the annual ladies’ 
day meeting and feature concert fix¬ 
tures at all-weather track. 

“We got asked if we’d come to play 
@WolvesRaces and @WindsorRaces 


and couldn’t say neigh,” quipped the 
Leeds band’s frontman Ricky Wilson, 
who also found wider fame as a judge 
on The Voice. 

The group have released six studio 
albums, the most recent being Stay 
Together in 2016, and their hit songs 
include I Predict A Riot, Oh My God, 
Ruby, Never Miss A Beat and Coming 
Home. 

Festival 

The Kaiser Chiefs have become 
a hugely popular act on the festival 
circuit, having played the V Festival, 


and also gigs at Cannock Chase and 
Warwick Castle.They will be playing 
Wolverhampton Racecourse on Sep¬ 
tember 1 and tickets cost £39. Call 
0844 2491000 or see the www.vmstick- 
ets.co.uk website. 

The racecourse has in recent years 
hosted concerts by UB40, Madness, 
McBusted and Human League. 

The course has also announced an¬ 
other major concert this summer by 
Birmingham’s Ocean Colour Scene on 
Friday, August 31, the day before the 
Kaisers’ gig. 



FILL YOUR NEXT VACANCY 
WITH OUR BRONZE FIXED PRICE 
RECRUITMENT PACKAGE 

Bronze package includes: 

• 5cm x 2 column advert in Express & Star (Thursday) 

• 5cm x 2 column advert in Chronicle of your choice 

• Two week listing on jobs.expressandstar.com 

• 5 line advert to appear in Express & Star Classified 
jobs for 5 nights 

• We will run the lineage and online advert on a daily 
basis until you fill the vacancy 

Package Price £399* 

Contact Tracey Thompson 
on 01902 319645 or email 
tracey.thompson@expressandstar.co.uk 



*All prices are subject to VAT 



Family business established 20 years with large showroom 


• KITCHENS 

• BEDROOMS 

• BATHROOMS 

• HOME OFFICES 

• High Quality 

• Low Prices 


We don’t 
guarantee to 
beat any 
‘LIKE FOR LIKE’ 
price - but we’ll 
be surprised , 
don’t n 


Call 01543 379666 for a 
FREE No Obligation Quote 


» Bedrooms and Home Offices from over 300 designs 
► No deposit and balance on completion 

Come and discover the Mai 


MU 


secret in Brownhills 


FOR GREAT 2018 SAVINGS 
VISIT THE FACTORY SHOWROOM 


Chase Bedrooms and Kitchens Ltd, Unit 1 Toll Point, Chase Road, Brownhills, Walsall, West Midlands WS8 6JT 

www.chasebedroomsandkitchens.com • Tel: 01543 379666 





NEW SHOWROOM REFIT! 


15 Displays On Show, 
Custom Size Fitted 
Furniture Available, 

3D Design Available 

No Hassle Quotation 

Fitting Service Available 

Family Business 
Established Over 30 Years 

Chase Bedrooms & 
Kitchens Ltd 

Unit I Toll Point, Chase Road, 
Brownhills, Walsall WS8 6JP 

Tel: 01543 379 666 
cbkltd@aol.com 
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For more information 
or to book, please cal 


03300 130 051 

omegabreaks.com/RT 


Quote OMRT 


033 numbers are free within inclusive 

minutes packages otherwise standard rates apply. 




Read* 


Hand picked holidays with you in mind 


Your Chronicle 

i in association with 

OMgBl, 


For more information A T T A A 1 7 A A Cl 
Of to book, please call: wOOww lOw w O I 

or visit online at omegabreaks.com/RT 


Quote OMRT 
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The Grand National 

& Liverpool 

Departing Saturday 14 Apr 

from Brownhills, Cannock, Walsall 
& Wolverhampton 

Price Includes... 

✓ Return coach travel 

✓ 1 night DBB at a selected hotel, North West area 

l/ Steeplechase Enclosure ticket at Aintree on 
Grand National Day 

✓ En-route visit to Liverpool 


Chelsea Flower Show 

Departing Friday 25 May 

from Brownhills, Cannock, Walsall 
& Wolverhampton 

Price Includes... 

✓ Return coach travel 

✓ 1 night DBB at a selected hotel, outer London 
area 

✓ Admission to the Chelsea Flower Show on 
Saturday, with coach transfer 


2 Days 

by Coach 


only 

£ 150 


2 Days 

by Coach 


only 

£200 


Royal Ascot Ladies Day 

Departing Wednesday 20 Jun 

from Brownhills, Walsall & Wolverhampton 


Hampton Court Palace 
Flower Show 

Departing Saturday 7 Jul 

from Cannock, Walsall & Wolverhampton 


Price Includes... 

✓ Return coach travel 

✓ 1 night DBB at a selected hotel 

✓ Admission ticket to the Windsor Enclosure at 
Royal Ascot on Ladies’ Day 

✓ En-route visit to Oxford 


Price Includes... 

✓ Return coach travel 

✓ 1 night DBB at a selected hotel, London area 

✓ Admission to the Hampton Court Palace Flower 
Show, with coach transfer 


2 Days 

by Coach 


only 

£ 170 


2 Days 

by Coach 


£ 149 


Oh Mamma - Fiona does 
Grand job on dress duty 



Fiona Whitehouse head of wardrobe Displaying one of the many outfits 



Putting finishing touches to one of the 1970s-inspired costumes 


IN 1999, she started as a 
dresser - now two decades 
on, Fiona Whitehouse is the 
head of wardrobe behind the 
Mamma Mia! production. 

The musical is being shown for 
the next three weeks at Wolver¬ 
hampton Grand, as part of the 
show’s first UK tour. 

For Fiona, it is a homecoming as the 
Grand was where she first started out. 

Now she is in charge of the dresses 
and costumes that the actors wear 
on stage. Fiona said: “I have been in¬ 
volved with the production for three 
years, but it is the first time we have 
come to the Grand. 

“It is great to be here as Wolver¬ 
hampton is my home town. I worked 
my way up from a dresser and now I’m 
head of wardrobe - there is lots of or¬ 
ganising involved and you have to be 
on top of everything.” 

Identity 

Mamma Mia! is set on a Greek is¬ 
land and tells a story of love, friend¬ 
ship and identify - told through songs 
by Swedish pop group Abba. It runs 
at Wolverhampton’s Grand until this 
Saturday. 

Fiona said: “The show is brilliant. 
At the end of the night, you feel this 
wave of energy from the audience 
when you are backstage. 

“It is also great watching the show 
on rare occasions from the seats.” 

Mamma Mia! has been shown at 
international venues for the past 13 
years, and is currently on its first UK 
tour. The musical production has been 
written by Abba stars Benny Anders- 
son and Bjorn Ulvaeus. 

The show includes the band’s big¬ 
gest hits such as Super Trouper, Lay 
All Your Love on Me, Thank You for 


the Music and Money, Money, Money. 
And no doubt fans will be singing 
along to the well-known Dancing 
Queen, Knowing Me, Knowing You, 
Take a Chance on Me, and of course 
the title track. 

It has been seen by more than 60 
million people around the world and a 
film version - starring Meryl Streep, 
Colin Firth, Pierce Brosnan, Amanda 


Seyfried and Julie Walters - proved 
a huge hit after it was released in 
2008. 

The stage show is described as ‘the 
world’s sunniest and most exhilarat¬ 
ing smash-hit musical’. 

A promotional statement says: “This 
irresistibly funny show has been thrill¬ 
ing audiences all around the world.” 


Jukebox musical 
just Abba-tastic 



A scene from hit musical Mamma Mia! which is staged this week at the Grand Pic: Brinkhoff Mogenburg 


Mamma Mia! 

Grand Theatre, Wolverhampton 

MAMMA Mia! bursts onto the Wolver¬ 
hampton Grand Theatre stage with 
feather boas, flippers, sequins and 
snorkels, proving that the mother of 
all jukebox musicals is still the global 
phenomenon it promised to be when 
it hit the stage for the first time back 
in 1999. 

This production is polished, drilled 
and disciplined and yet still gives the 
impression of being as realistic and 
relaxed as the Greek island on which 
it is set. 

Caroline Johnson’s wacky storyline 
is never going to win any literary 
awards and yet somehow, she man¬ 


ages to keep you guessing and to stir 
emotions, resulting in a massively 
uplifting, inspiring, heart-warming 
evening’s entertainment that even the 
most cynical musical theatre-phobe 
would enjoy. 

Single mom Donna and her only 
daughter Sophie own a run-down tav- 
erna under the beautiful Greek sunny 
skies. Curious about her parentage, 
bride-to-be Sophie decides to invite 
three of Donna’s old flames to her wed¬ 
ding, in the hope that she can identify 
her real father. 

The world-wide hit songs of Swed¬ 
ish supergroup Abba reign supreme 
throughout the show, including Thank 
You For The Music; Honey, Honey; 


Dancing Queen; SOS; Knowing Me 
Knowing You; Money, Money, Money 
and of course the title song to name 
but a few. Did I mention it is a juke¬ 
box musical? The audience knew every 
line. 

Helen Hobson, though not the 
strongest vocalist, certainly captures 
the personality of wild child Donna, 
wringing every drop of comedy out 
of the script, while Rebecca Seale is 
uninhibited and amusing as Rosie. 
Emma Clifford is sensationally sassy 
as Tanya. 

Mamma Mia! is a delight and Thank 
You For The Music. It runs at the 
Grand until Saturday, February 24. 

ALISON NORTON 





























































ESPECIALLY 
FOR YOU - 
JASON HITS 


MUSIC + THEATRE + PUZZLES + TV GUIDE 



To advertise your Mother's Day 

events please call Debbie Tavner 
01543 465333 or Sharon Oscar 01543 465335 


I 


rn HORSE & JOCKEY 


Lunch Bunch 

12pm - 5pm Monday - Friday 
2 Courses £4.85 3 Courses £5.85 


Traditional Sunday Carvery 


Sunday 12pm - 5pm 
£6.99 for adults £3.99 child 


/ . • 


Upcoming Events 


RBS 6 Nations 
Matches 
Showing Live 


Northern Soul and 
Motown Night 
Featuring 
Female Vocalist 
Donna Keen 


n 


4 



146 Walsall Road, Walsall Wood, Walsall WS9 9AJ 01543 360703 
f Follow us on Facebook@horseandjockey in Walsall Wood 
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To advertise in 
this space 


Please call 
Sharon Oscar 
01543465335 
or Debbie Tavner 
01543465333 


111 share secrets 
of my showbiz life 


A ussie heartthrob Jason 
Donovan won’t pull any 
punches when he lines up 
at Birmingham Town Hall 
on Wednesday to talk about 
His Amazing Midlife Crisis. 

The man who shot to fame in Neighbours, dated Kylie, 
had the best-selling album of 1989 and thrilled vast West 
End audiences in Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor 
Dreamcoat - before starring on I’m A Celebrity Get Me 
Out Of Here and Strictly Come Dancing - will be starring 
in his first spoken word show. 

Not that fans will be deprived of the hits. Jason will be 
performing a selection of his biggest songs in an acoustic 
setting. 

And nothing will be off limits when he takes to the stage 
for the 90-minute show - including his relationships, his 
former cocaine habit and more. 

“I’m really looking forward to doing this tour. It’s 
something new, something I’ve not done before and 
something that the fans are looking forward to. 

“There’ll be music, there’ll be stories, there’ll be things 
people have never seen before and there’ll be the chance 
for them to interact. It’s a real up-close-and-personal sort 
of show. I can’t wait.” 

Jason will reflect on his time in Neighbours during the 
show, chatting about his time as Scott Robinson and 
explaining how that character still travels with him. 

“When we were on the Ten Good Reasons tour, we 
had a massive show at Hammersmith. There was a lot 
of expectation with it being the London show. We asked 
Kylie if she could come and join us but she wasn’t 
around. 

“Then, sitting with the crew in catering one night, 
someone said ‘Have you thought about getting a 
labrador on stage?’ They were referencing Bouncer 
from Neighbours, of course. 

“We all laughed and thought it would be 
a funny idea to introduce someone that was j| 

petite and blonde, one of the members of the 
Neighbours cast - and then Bouncer walks on. 

So we’d teased everyone that it might be Kylie, but 
actually Bouncer turned up. 

“Finding a dog that looked like Bouncer at the last 
minute proved difficult. It’s not like you can 
audition a dog. And let me tell you, 
hiring a dog isn’t cheap. Anyway, 
we booked a Bouncer lookalike. 

“And then we got a call on 
the day of the show to say 
that Lookalike Bouncer was 
I so they were sending an 
identical Stunt Lookalike 
Bouncer. Suddenly Bouncer 
had turned from a meat 
eating well rounded 
canine to a slim and petite 
Jenny Craig lookalike. 

“Anyway the dog came 
on stage WITH its owner 
which wasn’t what I 
expected, I had thought 
the dog would wander 
on and over to me. But 
it didn’t. It forgot it was 
supposed to be Bouncer and started 
being a sniffer dog wondering 
if there were any treats in the ^ 
stage.” 

Jason has spent a lifetime in the 
public eye and has learned to 
deal with fame. And in Jason ^ 

Donovan and His Amazing 
Midlife Crisis he will explain 
how he’s handled it. 

“I never got into this 
business to be famous. It was 
a by-product of what I do, 
what I’m passionate about. 

However, that’s not to say I 


Too many broken hearts - Jason 
reveals all about his past 




haven’t enjoyed most parts of my fame. 
Look I came from Australia, where it 
was relatively calm, and then I 
came here and it was insane. 

“I found Joseph 
particularly challenging 
because of the workload, 
being in a theatre and 
the responsibilities of 

■ leading a cast eight shows 

■ a week. It was really 
I claustrophobic. But other 
B things happen and you 
B start to not take this whole 

B game too seriously. Today 
HL I can deal with it but back 
then I found the intensity 
of it all difficult.” 

Jason will also talk about 
his rebellious 1990s, when 
he went off the rails. “The 
90s was about rebellion. You 
find a lot of famous people rebel 
against their own image particularly 
if they’ve feel like they can’t even 
control their own image. I was trying 
to be cool in the 90s, but in fact I 
came to realise there is no such thing 
as cool, no such thing. 

“I had photographers chasing me 
around the world. It was just mad. 
There were people following me into 
the toilet to get an autograph.” 

These days, Jason is happily 
married with three kids and likes to 


Finding a dog that 
looked like Bouncer 
at the last minute 
proved difficult 


combine work with downtime, so that he can spend time 
with his family. He’ll talk about their importance and the 
way they help him to keep his feet on the ground. 

“As long as the kids are getting tickets to Ed Sheeran, 
Sam Smith, Beyonce, Coldplay or Chainsmokers through 
my contacts, then they’re happy. There are some great 
moments that come about because of doing this. It was 
incredible meeting Prince William at a Gary Barlow show, 
for instance. 

“And the reaction from Strictly was amazing. I think the 
kids were embarrassed when I signed up for that - but as 
soon as I started winning they didn’t think it was so bad 
after all.” 

• Jason will also take his show to Telford’s Oakengates 
Theatre on May 8 and Stafford’s Gatehouse Theatre on 
May 9. 

• For more entertainment news and reviews see The 
Ticket in your Express & Star every Friday. 






















The Winslow Boy at the Rep 


Tessa's no fool to take on 
role in play about justice 


IT WAS written just after the Second World 
War. But Terence Rattigan’s The Winslow 
Boy feels as relevant today as it must have 
done back then. 

With its themes of honesty and honour - allied to an 
imperfect justice system - it still resonates. 

The latest revival of the play is heading to 
Birmingham Rep from February 21 to March 3 and 
is being directed by the Rep’s former artistic director 
Rachel Kavanaugh, starring Tessa Peake-Jones, best 
known for Only Fools and Florses, and Aden Gillett. 

It focuses on the story of a young man, Ronnie 
Winslow, who is expelled from the Royal Navy College 
for stealing a five-shilling postal order. His entire family 
are pulled apart by the repercussions. 


Set in Edwardian London, the Winslow family fight 
to clear his name or face social ostracism as the case 
becomes a national scandal. Based on a real-life 
event, The Winslow Boy is a window into the class and 
political hypocrisy of the time. 

“It’s about family. Do they rally round?” said Tessa, 
who plays the boy’s mother. “Grace, my character, has 
a real meltdown and wonders why they are going on 
with it. They are losing money all the time on the court 
case with huge solicitors’ bills. She finds it hard to 
justify it and she has a point. 

“But it’s a moral dilemma. Do you give in because 
it’s easier to give in and live a quiet life and don’t make 
a fuss. Or, do you fight on, morally, because you want 
to prove a point. I think it’s still very relevant today.” 


ENTERTAINMENT 

CANNOCK CHASE 

at the PRINCE OF WALES THEATRE 


MARCH 


CHICAGO BLUES 
BROTHERS 


Friday 
9 March 
7.30pm 
£22.50 



BOOGIE NIGHTS 
HEATWAVE & ODYSSEY 

Sunday 
11 March 
7.30pm 
£27 



EVERLY BROTHERS 


Saturday 
10 March 
7.30pm 
£15 

Cone. £14 



BEYOND THE 
BARRICADE 


Saturday 
17 March 
7.30pm 
£21.50 



Sunjay sings the 
blues at folk gig 


Up-and-coming blues and 
folk musician Sunjay is 
playing a gig in Kingswinford 
next week. 

Described as the the antithesis 
of your typical denim-clad, 
dishevelled folk and blues 
musician, Sunjay, pictured, has 
perfectly groomed hair, shining 
winkle picker boots and looks every 
inch the city slicker. However, when 
the Stourbridge man starts to play 
the guitar and sing, music fans are 
transported to a world where blues 
and country music meld seamlessly 
amidst humid mangrove swamps. 

He will play at The Woodman 


Folk Club, Ashwood Marina, 
Kingswinford, tomorrow night 
(Friday). 

Sunjay’s earliest memories 
are, as a four-year old, learning 
Buddy Holly songs from his dad. 
During 2017, Sunjay played Buddy 
Holly, in Simon Fielder’s travelling 
theatre show of Buddy Holly & The 
Cricketers, a role he was offered 
when he went for an audition in 
London as a backing singer and 
guitarist. He recently released an 
album Sunjay Sings Buddy. 

Next Sunjay, whose full name 
is Sunjay Brain, is supporting folk 
stars Kathryn Roberts and Sean 
Lakeman on a UK tour, which 



comes to the 
Midland Arts 

Centre in Edgbaston on April 19. 

He has also recorded a new 
album of his own songs to be 
released later this year. 

Still only in his mid-20s, Sunjay 
has become a master guitarist, who 
has crafted his show to perfection. 

An evening with Sunjay is an 
evening of exquisite blues, country 
and folk combined with a master 
class in guitar playing interspersed 
with hilarious anecdotes - and even 
the occasional Buddy Holly song. 

The Kingswinford gig starts at 
8.30pm. Tickets are £7 and £8. For 
more details call (01384) 560462. 


Say Hello to jazz 
singer Irit at Glee 

Israeli jazz singer Irit will 
showcase her new album 
Hello at Birmingham’s 
Glee Club on Monday. 

The songwriter, pictured, 
who is also an actress 
and a former soldier, 
toured last year with 
Caro Emerald. Other key 
gigs: Tomorrow (Friday), 

Birmingham indie rockers 
JAWS at the Newhampton Arts 
Centre in Wolverhampton; Saturday, Grimsby 
rockers The Brew at Wolverhampton’s Slade 
Rooms; Sunday, veteran prog rock band Curved 
Air with Sonja Kristina at the Robin 2 in Bilston. 


House full for CBSO 
at Symphony Hall 

The City of Birmingham Symphony Orchestra has 
one of its busiest weeks coming up with a series of 
major concerts at Symphony Hall as part of its 2017- 
18 season. 

The highlight is Saturday’s sold-out performance 
of Carmina Burana with the CBSO Symphony 
Orchestra, chorus and children’s chorus united 
under the baton of Michael Seal. That’s after Freddy 
Kempf gets his chance to shine during Grieg’s Piano 
Concerto. Kempf will also be performing that piece 
during today’s (Thursday’s) matinee performance 
with Elgar’s First Symphony. 

Next Thursday evening, February 22, Leo McFall 
will conduct the CBSO for Prokofiev’s Romeo and 
Juliet and Paul Lewis will be at the keys for Brahms’ 
volcanic First Piano Concerto. See www.thsh.co.uk 



. < 3 >. 

X 

Cannock 

//Chase 

Box Office 

Inspiring 

healthy 

01543 578 762 

lifestyles 


tickets.princeoftvales.live 


Ticket 



* 

► 


To advertise 
in this space 

please call 
Sharon Oscar 
01543 465335 
or Debbie Tavner 
01543465333 



Don’t miss Sunday’s Wedding Fayre 
at Moor Hall Hotel & Spa! 


Sunday 18th February 2018 I I am to 3pm 

Fashion Show at Midday. 



Moor Hall Hotel & Spa, Four Oaks, Sutton Coldfield B75 6LN 
T: 0121 308 375 I W: www.moorhallhotel.co.uk HC3f3S 


Come along and meet the experts from a wide range of businesses all 
under one roof and all ready to inspire you with ideas for flowers, 
stationery, photographs, wedding dresses, menswear, wedding cars, 
mother of the bride outfits, jewellery, toastmaster, chair covers, 
chocolate fountain, videos, bridal hair, cakes, fireworks, 
musicians, honeymoons, entertainment and more. 

Set in beautiful parkland, Moor Hall is a delightful four 
star country house hotel which offers an elegant setting 
for civil wedding ceremonies and receptions of 30 to 
180 guests. 


Free 
Admission 

Fashion Show 
at Midday! 
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Troy: Fall of a City 
(BBC1,9.10pm) 

New series. A encounter with 
the gods binds the fate of young 
herdsman Paris to that of his 
home city of Troy, and when he 
is granted the honour of visiting 
Sparta as a guest of King 
Menelaus, he falls in love with 
the beautiful queen Helen, with 
far-reaching consequences that 
threaten to bring an empire to 
its knees. David Farr's historical 
epic, starring Louis Hunter, 

Bella Dayne, Jonas Armstrong, 
David Threlfall, Frances 
O'Connor, David Gyasi, Joseph 
Mawle, Johnny Harris, Tom 
Weston-Jones, Chloe Pirrie, 
Aimee-Ffion Edwards, Alex 
Lanipekun, Alfred Enoch and 
David Avery. 


BBCl 


6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Live Winter 
Olympics 2018. Coverage of day eight 
from PyeongChang, South Korea. 12.00 
Football Focus. 1.00 BBC News; 

Weather. 1.15 Live Winter Olympics 
2018. Continued coverage of day eight 
from PyeongChang, South Korea. 4.30 
Final Score. 5.25 BBC News. 5.35 
Regional Programme. 5.45 And They’re 
Off for Sport Relief. 

6.25 Pointless Celebrities. Alexander 
Armstrong hosts as Jayne Torvill, 
Clare Balding, Jenny Jones, Amy 
Williams, Graham Bell, Rhona 
Howie and more compete in a 
Winter Olympics-themed edition 
of the quiz. 

7.15 All Together Now. Rob Beckett 
gives another selection of 
vocallists take to the stage, hoping 
to impress the 100-strong panel of 
judges enough to get them to sing 
along with their performance. This 
time, the would-be stars tackle 
Pharrell Williams’ ubiquitous hit 
Happy, Climb Every Mountain 
from The Sound of Music and 
Skyfall from the 007 film of the 
same name. The experts are also 
encouraged to join in with 
renditions of 1970s classics in the 
form of Candi Staton’s Young 
Hearts Run Free and the Jackson 
5’s Who’s Loving You. 

8.20 Casualty. Ethan plans to deal with 
surplus patients by sending them 
to a Clinical Decisions Unit, but 
this fails to fool the Rage in Resus 
blogger, who continues to expose 
the ED’s faults. 

9.10 Troy: Fall of a City. New series. An 
encounter between a Trojan 
herdsman and the queen of Sparta 
sparks a conflict that brings an 
empire to its knees. 

10.10 BBC News; Weather.; National 
Lottery Update. 

10.30 Match of the Day: FA Cup 

Highlights. Action from the latest 
fifth-round matches, which 
included Brighton & Hove Albion v 
Coventry City and West Bromwich 
Albion v Southampton. 

11.35 Live at the Apollo. Adam Hills 
hosts an evening of stand-up at 
the Apollo in Hammersmith, 
London, introducing routines by 
Andi Osho and Terry Alderton. (R) 

12.20 Live Winter Olympics 2018. 
Coverage of day nine from 
PyeongChang, South Korea. 3.00 Live 
Winter Olympics 2018. Continued 
coverage of day nine from PyeongChang, 
South Korea. 


BBC2 


6.00 Live Winter Olympics 2018. 
Coverage of day eight from 
PyeongChang, South Korea. 10.00 
Saturday Kitchen Live. 11.30 The Hairy 
Bikers’ Comfort Food. (R) 12.00 Live 
Winter Olympics 2018. Coverage of day 
eight from PyeongChang, South Korea. 

1.15 Escape to the Country. 1.45 Trust 
Me, I’m a Doctor. (R) 2.15 Film: The 
Third Man. (1949) Thriller, starring 
Joseph Cotten and Orson Welles. 4.00 
Flog It! (R) 4.45 Nigel Slater’s Middle 
East. (R) 5.45 Tom Kerridge: Lose 
Weight for Good. (R) 

6.15 Hugh’s Wild West. Hugh Fearnley- 
Whittingstall follows the fortunes 
of a small buzzard family, and 
tracks salmon migrating upstream 
as his wildlife tour takes him to 
Dartmoor. 

7.15 Winter Olympics-Today at the 
Games. Clare Balding presents 
highlights of the eighth day’s 
action from the 23rd staging of the 
Games, which takes place in 
PyeongChang, South Korea. 

8.00 David Attenborough’s Natural 
Curiosities. New series. The 
naturalist continues to explore the 
secrets behind evolution, this time 
focusing on the animal kingdom’s 
bizarre hybrids, including the 
“pizzly bear”. Previously seen on 
W. 

8.30 Dad’s Army. Mainwaring finds a 
German pilot trapped on top of the 
town clock by his parachute, so 
the platoon attempts a rescue 
mission. (R) 

9.00 Ql XL. An extended edition in 
which Bill Bailey, Colin Lane and 
Desiree Burch join regular panellist 
Alan Davies to answer host Sandi 
Toksvig’s questions on the theme 
“Overseas”. 

9.45 Imagine-Mel Brooks: 

Unwrapped. Alan Yentob travels 
to Hollywood to interview Mel 
Brooks, the comedy actor, writer, 
producer and director who turned 
91 last year. At the time of filming, 
the musical theatre version of 
Brooks’ 1974 comedy horror 
Young Frankenstein has just 
opened on London’s West End. 
Yentob marks the occasion by 
profiling its creator, observing him 
at work and play, and revisiting 
archive interviews stretching back 
decades. 

11.00 Film: Young Frankenstein. (1974) 
12.40 Film: The Producers. (1968) 2.45 
Weather for the Week Ahead. 2.50 BBC 
News. 


ITV 


6.00 CITV: Sooty. 6.10 The Aquabats! 
Super Show! (R) 6.35 Dino Dana. (R) 
6.50 Super 4. (R) 7.00 Signed Stories: 
Share a Story. (R) 7.05 Marvel’s 
Avengers: Ultron Revolution. 7.30 
Scrambled!: Scrambled! 7.35 
Scrambled!: The Tom and Jerry Show. 
(R) 7.50 Scrambled!: Fangbone. (R) 

8.10 Scrambled!: The Powerpuff Girls. 
(R) 8.30 Scrambled!: Be Cool, Scooby- 
Doo! (R) 9.05 Scrambled!: Wishfart. (R) 
9.25 ITV News. 9.30 James Martin’s 
Saturday Morning. 11.25 The Hungry 
Sailors. (R) 12.25 ITV News; Weather. 

12.30 Dancing on Ice. (R) 2.30 Britain’s 
Best Walks with Julia Bradbury. (R) 3.00 
Celebrity Catchphrase. (R) 4.00 Tipping 
Point. (R) 5.00 The Chase. (R) 

6.00 ITV News; Weather. 

6.20 Regional Programme; Weather. 

6.30 Take Me Out. A rower from 
Nottingham, a barman from Luton, 
a lifeguard from London and a 
football fan from Ipswich enter the 
“love lift” in the hope of 
impressing 30 single women and 
winning a date - but must first get 
the female participants to keep 
their lights on as a sign of 
approval. Host Paddy McGuinness 
presides on the matching process, 
and also catches up on the latest 
dating action from all the couples 
in Fernando’s as the dating game 
bows out for another series. Last 
in the series. 

8.00 The Voice UK. Emma Willis hosts 
the conclusion of the blind 
auditions phase of the contest, as 
performers compete for the 
chance to impress judges 
Will.i.am, Tom Jones, Jennifer 
Hudson and Oily Murs and win 
one of the final places on the 
coaches’ teams. Those contenders 
surviving this stage of the 
competition remain in with a 
chance to win a recording contract 
with Polydor Records. 

9.30 Through the Keyhole. Keith 
Lemon hosts the game show in 
which celebrity panellists Paddy 
McGuinness, Catherine Tyldesley 
and Chris Kamara are challenged 
to identify the homes of the rich 
and famous. 

10.30 ITV News; Weather. 

10.45 Film: Lethal Weapon 3. (1992) 
Detectives Riggs and Murtaugh go 
on the trail of a former policeman 
selling impounded weaponry to 
criminal gang bosses. Thriller 
sequel, starring Mel Gibson. 

12.45 Jackpot247. 3.00 Babushka. (R) 


CHANNEL 4 


6.05 Kirstie’s Fill Your House for Free. 

(R) 6.20 3rd Rock from the Sun. (R) 

6.45 3rd Rock from the Sun. (R) 7.10 
The King of Queens. (R) 7.35 The King of 
Queens. (R) 8.00 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.30 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 9.00 Frasier. (R) 9.30 
Frasier. (R) 10.00 Frasier. (R) 10.30 The 
Big Bang Theory. (R) 11.00 The Big Bang 
Theory. (R) 11.30 The Big Bang Theory. 
(R) 12.00 The Simpsons. (R) 12.30 The 
Simpsons. (R) 1.00 The Simpsons. (R) 

1.30 Come Dine with Me. (R) 2.30 Coast 
vs Country. (R) 3.35 A Place in the Sun. 
(R) 4.35 The Secret Life of the Zoo. (R) 

5.35 TheSupervet. (R) 

6.30 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 Penelope Keith’s Coastal 

Villages. New series. Penelope 
heads on a seaside journey around 
the coastal villages of the UK. In 
the first episode, she visits the 
seaside villages of West Sussex 
and the Isle of Wight, where she 
quickly finds herself immersed in 
stories of seafarers, smugglers 
and shipwrecks. Previously seen 
on More4. 

8.00 Britain at Low Tide. New series. 
Natural History Museum 
palaeontologist Tori Herridge 
returns with the maritime 
documentary, which makes use of 
state-of-the-art technology to 
explore Britain’s coastline for signs 
of the nation’s seafaring history. 
This time, she begins in East 
Sussex, where she explores the 
wreck of a ship that sank in the 
1740s along with its cargo, and 
she uncorks a bottle filled with 
18th-century red wine. She also 
discovers a prehistoric well shaft 
that is now situated on the 
foreshore, but would have been 
much further inland 2,000 years 
ago. 

9.00 Film: Ted 2. (2015) Premiere. The 
foul-mouthed talking teddy bear is 
horrified to discover that he counts 
as property according to the law. 
He and his human best friend hire 
a pot-smoking lawyer to help them 
fight a court case and get Ted 
legally recognised as a person. 
Comedy sequel, starring Mark 
Wahlberg and Amanda Seyfried. 

11.15 Film: Dracula UntolcL (2014) 
Fantasy adventure, starring Luke 
Evans and Dominic Cooper. 

12.55 The Last Leg. (R) 1.50 Hollyoaks. 
(R) 3.55 Four Rooms with Sarah Beeny. 
(R) 4.50 Location, Location, Location. 

(R) 5.45 Superfoods: The Real Story. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 


6.00 Milkshake! 10.05 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. (R) 10.35 Cats Make You 
Laugh Out Loud 3. (R) 11.05 Police 
Interceptors. (R) 12.00 Police 
Interceptors. (R) 1.00 The A-Team. (R) 
2.00 The A-Team. (R) 3.00 Can’t Pay? 
We’ll Take It Away. (R) 4.00 Can’t Pay? 
We’ll Take It Away. (R) 5.00 Rich House, 
Poor House. (R) 

6.00 The Wonderful World of Puppies. 

Documentary charting the first few 
months of a dog’s life, following 
different breeds as they take the 
first steps on their own unique 
developmental journey. 

Dalmatians Daphne and Digby 
start to develop the spots that will 
mark them out for life, and take 
their first stumbling steps in the 
great outdoors. Ruby the toy 
poodle’s huge personality belies 
her diminutive frame, while 
abandoned Jack Russell pup 
Boomer’s shattered confidence 
will need to be rebuilt by the love 
of a foster home. (R) 

7.00 Cruising with Jane McDonald. A 
Lilliputian lope round the Inner 
Hebrides puts Jane in touch with 
her Scottish roots, as with just six 
other passengers she embarks on 
what is easily her smallest ever 
cruise. (R) 

8.00 The World’s Most Luxurious 
Cruise Ship. Part two of two. The 
Seven Seas Explorer’s designers 
rush to choose the luxury fittings 
and fixtures, before Princess 
Charlene of Monaco christens the 
vessel. (R) 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 Football on 5: The Championship. 

Colin Murray introduces highlights 
from the weekend’s games, 
including Cardiff City v 
Middlesbrough, Fulham v Aston 
Villa and Sunderland v Brentford. 
10.00Football on 5: Goal Rush. Colin 
Murray introduces all the goals 
from the weekend’s games in 
Leagues One and Two, including 
Milton Keynes Dons v Charlton 
Athletic and Barnet v Accrington 
Stanley. 

10.30 Film: There’s Something About 
Mary. (1998) A lovesick man hires 
a seedy detective to track down his 
high-school sweetheart - but 
discovers he has many rivals for 
her affections. Comedy, starring 
Cameron Diaz and Ben Stiller. 
12.40 SuperCasino. 3.10 GPs: Behind 
Closed Doors. (R) 4.00 Secrets of the 
National Trust with Alan Titchmarsh. (R) 


DIGITAL 


BBC Four 

7.00 The Dark: Nature’s Nighttime World 
8.00 Winter Olympics Extra 9.00 Modus 

10.35 Top of the Pops: 1985 11.10 The 
Joy of the Bee Gees 12.10 Southern Rock 
at the BBC 1.10 Sings Neil Diamond 1.40 
The Joy of the Bee Gees 2.40 From Ice to 
Fire: The Incredible Science of 
Temperature 3.40 Close 
ITV2 

11.45 Take Me Out 12.55 Mr Bean 1.30 
Film: The Flintstones in Viva Rock Vegas 
(2000) 2.35 FYI Daily 2.40 Film: The 
Flintstones in Viva Rock Vegas (2000) 

3.15 Film: Spy Kids (2001) 4.15 FYI 
Daily 4.20 Film: Spy Kids (2001) 5.05 
Film: Despicable Me 2 (2013) 6.10 FYI 
Daily 6.15 Film: Despicable Me 2 (2013) 
7.00 Film: Jurassic World (2015) 8.10 
FYI Daily 8.15 Film: Jurassic World 
(2015) 9.30 Survival of the Fittest 10.35 
Family Guy 11.30 American Dad! 12.30 
The Cleveland Show 1.00 Film: Zack and 
Miri Make a Porno (2008) 2.00 FYI Daily 
2.05 Film: Zack and Miri Make a Porno 
(2008) 2.55 Teleshopping 5.55 ITV2 
Nightscreen 

ITV3 

1.20 Film: Columbo: The Most Crucial 
Game (1972) 2.55 Lewis 4.55 Midsomer 
Murders 6.55 The Durrells 9.00 
Midsomer Murders 11.00 Lewis 1.05 
The Good Karma Hospital 1.55 ITV3 
Nightscreen 2.30 Teleshopping 
ITV4 

1.30 ITV Racing: Live from Ascot 4.00 
Film: The Way West (1967) 5.05 FYI 
Daily 5.10 Film: The Way West (1967) 
6.25 Film: Casino Royale (1967) 7.25 
FYI Daily 7.30 Film: Casino Royale 
(1967) 9.00 Film: Executive Decision 
(1996) 10.30 FYI Daily 10.35 Film: 
Executive Decision (1996) 11.45 Film: 
Blade (1998) 12.45 FYI Daily 12.50 Film: 
Blade (1998) 2.05 The Protectors 2.35 
Counting Cars 3.00 Teleshopping 
E4 

12.00 Film: Casper (1995) 2.00 The Big 
Bang Theory 7.00 Film: Men in Black 
(1997) 9.00 Film: X-Men: First Class 
(2011) 11.35 Gogglebox 12.40 The Big 
Bang Theory 1.40 Celebs Go Dating 2.45 
Celebs Go Dating: Valentines 3.35 Celebs 
Go Dating 4.30 How I Met Your Mother 

5.15 Rude(ish)Tube 
Film4 

1.00 Judy Moody and the Not Bummer 
Summer (2011) 2.45 Young Sherlock 
Holmes (1985) 4.55 Ice Age: The 
Meltdown (2006) 6.40 The Day After 
Tomorrow (2004) 9.00 Lone Survivor 
(2013) 11.20 The Fly 11 (1989) 1.25 The 
Voices (2014) 3.35 Close 
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British Academy Film 
Awards 2018 
(BBC1,9pm) 

Joanna Lumley hosts the 
awards ceremony live from the 
Royal Albert Hall. This year's 
nominated films are Call Me By 
Your Name, Darkest Hour, 
Dunkirk, The Shape of Water 
and Three Billboards outside 
Ebbing, Missouri, while Jamie 
Bell, Daniel Day-Lewis, Gary 
Oldman, Timothee Chalamet, 
Daniel Kaluuya, Annette 
Bening, Sally Hawkins, Frances 
McDormand, Margot Robbie 
and Saoirse Ronan are among 
the actors in the running for 
awards. 


BBC1 


6.00 Breakfast. 7.55 Match of the Day: 

FA Cup Highlights. (R) 9.00 The Andrew 
Marr Show. 10.00 The Big Questions. 
11.00 Homes Under the Hammer. (R) 
12.00 BBC News; Weather. 12.15 Live 
Winter Olympics 2018. Continuing 
coverage from PyeongChang, South 
Korea. 3.35 Match of the Day Live: The 
FA Cup. Rochdale v Tottenham Hotspur 
(Kick-off 4.00pm). 

6.05 BBC News. 

6.20 Regional Programme. 

6.30 Countryfile. Matt Baker and Anita 
Rani present the show from 
Anglesey, where they go in search 
of harbour porpoises, investigate 
the boom in Menai mussels, talk 
to children who work to keep the 
beaches clear of plastic, and meet 
a squirrel whisperer. Plus, Helen 
Skelton reports on faux fur and 
Adam Henson discovers how 
farmers are using facial 
recognition technology to spot 
problems with their livestock. 

7.30 Hold the Sunset. New series. 
Comedy, starring Alison Steadman 
as a retired woman whose dreams 
for the future are disrupted when 
her middle-aged son abandons his 
family and moves back into her 
house. 

8.00 Call the Midwife. Rumours 

spread around Poplar that a sailor 
with smallpox is hiding 
somewhere in town. Nurse Crane 
and Dr Turner try to track him 
down before he causes an 
outbreak. 


9.00 British Academy Film Awards 
2018. Joanna Lumley hosts the 
awards ceremony live from the 
Royal Albert Hall. This year’s 
nominated films are Call Me By 
Your Name, Darkest Hour, 

Dunkirk, The Shape of Water and 
Three Billboards outside Ebbing, 
Missouri, while Jamie Bell, Daniel 
Day-Lewis, Gary Oldman, 
Timothee Chalamet, Daniel 
Kaluuya, Annette Bening, Sally 
Hawkins, Frances McDormand, 
Margot Robbie and Saoirse Ronan 
are among the actors in the 
running for awards. 

11.00 BBC News. 

11.20 Regional Programme. 

11.30 Julius Caesar Revealed. Mary 
Beard explores the life, reign and 
legacy of the Roman emperor. (R) 

12.30 Live Winter Olympics 2018. 

Coverage from PyeongChang, South 

Korea. 3.00 Live Winter Olympics 2018. 


BBC2 


6.00 Live Winter Olympics 2018. Eilidh 
Barbour presents coverage of day nine. 
9.00 Live Winter Olympics 2018. Further 
coverage of day nine from PyeongChang, 
South Korea. 12.15 Saturday Kitchen 
Best Bites. 1.45 A Vicar’s Life. (R)2.15 
The Crane Gang. (R) 3.15 South Korea: 
Earth’s Hidden Wilderness. (R) 4.15 
Lifeline. 4.25 Songs of Praise. 5.00 Back 
in Time for Tea. (R) 

6.00 New York: America’s Busiest City. 

Behind the scenes with the team 
who look after all 843 acres of 
Central Park, revealing the hidden 
systems and organisational 
miracles that keep the world’s 
busiest urban park clean and 
green. Plus, Ant Anstead sees how 
an entirely new district is being 
built on top of a functioning rail 
depot in Manhattan and Dan Snow 
is in Coney Island, where he 
discovers that television, air 
conditioning and extreme weather 
almost killed off this historic 
amusement zone. (R) 

7.00 Winter Olympics-Today at the 
Games. Clare Balding presents 
highlights of day nine’s action 
from the 23rd staging of the 
Games, which takes place in 
PyeongChang, South Korea. 

8.00 Dragons’Den. The panel assess 
the profit-making potential of a 
combined toothbrush and mobile 
game controller, a range of Scottish 
gins, and a device for relieving back 
pain. Last in the series. 

9.00 Life and Death Row: The Mass 
Execution. New series. 
Documentary folllowing prisoners 
in Arkansas awaiting execution 
following the state’s reintrodution 
of the death penalty. 

10.00The Mash Report. Nish Kumar 
and a cast of comedy 
correspondents present the 
satirical and surreal take on the 
week’s news. (R) 

10.30 Live at the Apollo. Rob Beckett 
presents stand-up comedy from 
the Hammersmith Apollo in west 
London.(R) 

11.15Cleverman. Koen confronts Linda 
about the dark secret from their 
past, Nerida, Alinta and Latani are 
arrested by the Containment 
Authority and Jarli takes Charlotte 
to the land of the Bindawu. 

12.05 Film: Guess Who’s Coming to 
Dinner. (1967) 1.50 Sign Zone: Question 
Time. (R) 2.50 Holby City. (R) 3.50 
Weather for the Week Ahead. 3.55 BBC 
News. 



ITV || CHANNEL 4 lCHANNEL5 ||PIGITAL 


6.00 CITV: Sooty. 6.10 The Aquabats! 
Super Show! (R) 6.35 Dino Dana. (R) 
6.50 Super 4. (R) 7.00 Signed Stories: 
Share a Story. (R) 7.05 Marvel’s 
Avengers: Ultron Revolution. 7.30 
Scrambled!: Scrambled! 7.35 
Scrambled!: The Tom and Jerry Show. 
(R) 7.50 Scrambled!: Ben 10. (R) 8.10 
Scrambled!: Mr Bean: The Animated 
Series. (R) 8.30 Scrambled!: Spy 
School. 9.05 Scrambled!: Wishfart. (R) 
9.25 ITV News. 9.30 Love Your Garden. 
(R) 10.00 Peston on Sunday. 11.00 The 
Martin Lewis Money Show. (R) 11.25 
The Voice UK. (R) 12.55 ITV News; 
Weather. 1.00 The Harbour. (R) 1.30 The 
Cruise: Return to the Mediterranean. (R) 
2.00 What Would Your Kid Do? (R) 3.00 
Britain’s Brightest Family. (R) 3.30 
Tipping Point. (R) 4.30 ITV News; 
Weather. 4.45 Regional Programme; 
Weather.5.00 The Chase: Celebrity 
Special. (R) 

6.00 Dancing on Ice. Phillip Schofield 
and Holly Willoughby present as 
the seven remaining pro-celebrity 
couples put their training into 
practice in a battle to win viewers’ 
votes, impress the judges and 
survive another week on the ice. 

As always, Chris Dean, Jayne 
Torvill, Jason Gardiner and Ashley 
Banjo will be scoring them out of 
10, but it will only be after the 
viewers have voted that the 
unlucky two in the skate off will be 
revealed. Singer Camila Cabello 
provides the music. 

8.00 Endeavour. Morse suspects a 
connection between a woman’s 
disappearance and the unsolved 
murder of a teenager several years 
previously. However, the discovery 
of a body and some unusual 
elements to the crime scene 
suggest another possibility. 
Thursday investigates a lorry 
hijack which he believes could be 
the work of a local gangster, and 
Fancy takes on an informant who 
is subsequently murdered. 

10.00 ITV News; Weather. 

10.15 Peston on Sunday. Political 
magazine, presented by Robert 
Peston, with Allegra Stratton. (R) 

11.15 Frustrated Britain: Caught on 
Camera. Examining things that 
angerthe public, featuring an 
annoying brother, afoul-mouthed 
granny, celebrities seeing red, and 
a woman angered by poor 
spelling. (R) 

12.10 Car Wars UK. (R) 1.05 Jackpot247. 
3.00 Take on the Twisters. (R) 


6.15 The King of Queens. (R) 6.40 The 
King of Queens. (R) 7.05 Everybody 
Loves Raymond. (R) 7.35 Everybody 
Loves Raymond. (R) 8.00 Frasier. (R) 
8.30 Frasier. (R) 9.00 Frasier. (R) 9.30 
Sunday Brunch. 12.30 Jamie and 
Jimmy’s Friday Night Feast. (R) 1.30 The 
Simpsons. (R) 2.00 The Simpsons. (R) 
2.25 The Simpsons. (R) 2.55 Film: The 
SpongeBob Movie: Sponge Out of Water. 
(2015) Premiere. Animated comedy. 

4.45 Film: Rio 2. (2014) 

6.35 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 Posh Pawn. James enjoys a tipple 
from an unusual £75,000 fire 
engine bar, memorabilia expert 
Lawrence is presented with an 
autograph collection that could be 
worth £20,000, and a former 
model wants to sell some designer 
bags to the high-end pawnbrokers 
to finance the renovation of her 
house and her body. (R) 

8.00 The First Brit: Secrets of the 
10,000 Year Old Man. 
Documentary following scientists 
at the Natural History Museum and 
University College London 
studying Britain’s oldest human 
remains. The skeleton was 
unearthed in Cheddar Gorge, 
Somerset, and has been dated as 
10,000 years old. Two of the 
world’s most acclaimed 
palaeontological model makers are 
attempting to recreate the human 
face of this ancient Briton. 

9.00 Homeland. New series. The 
espionage drama returns for a 
seventh season. Saul and the 200 
other federal employees detained 
after the attempt on the President¬ 
elect’s life are still in prison, while 
the new head of state’s 
administration continues to come 
under scrutiny. Carrie has left her 
position in the White House and 
moved back to DC, living with her 
sister Maggie and her family as 
she takes on the Keane 
administration and tries to secure 
the release of her mentor and 
colleagues. Starring Claire Danes. 

10.15 Film: Our Kind of Traitor. (2016) 
Premiere. A couple are thrown into 
the murky world of espionage 
when a Russian gangster asks 
them to smuggle classified 
information. Thriller, With Ewan 
McGregor and Naomie Harris. 

12.20 TheSupervet. (R) 1.15 The 
World’s Most Expensive Food. (R) 2.05 
Obsessive Compulsive Cleaners. (R) 

3.00 Four Rooms with Sarah Beeny. (R) 


6.00 Milkshake!: Little Princess. 6.10 
Wissper. (R) 6.20 The Mr Men Show. (R) 
6.30 Milkshake! Monkey. (R) 6.35 The 
Secret Life of Puppies. (R) 6.40 Mofy. 

(R) 6.45 Simon. (R) 6.50 Simon. (R) 
6.55 Peppa Pig. (R) 7.05 Paw Patrol. (R) 

7.15 Thomas & Friends. (R) 7.25 
Fireman Sam. (R) 7.40 Oily the Little 
White Van. (R) 7.50 Blaze and the 
Monster Machines. (R) 8.15 Paw Patrol. 
(R) 8.35 Nella the Princess Knight. (R) 
8.50 Noddy: Toyland Detective. (R) 9.00 
Ben and Holly’s Little Kingdom. (R) 9.20 
Shimmer and Shine. (R) 9.35 Digby 
Dragon. (R) 9.50 Peppa Pig. (R) 9.55 
Peppa Pig. (R) 10.00 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. (R) 10.35 Football on 5: 
The Championship. (R) 11.25 Football 
on 5: Goal Rush. (R) 12.00 Pets Make 
You Laugh Out Loud. 12.30 Film: Justin 
and the Knights of Valour. (2013) 
Animated adventure, with the voice of 
Freddie Highmore. 2.15 Film: PS I Love 
You. (2007) Romantic drama, starring 
Hilary Swank and Gerard Butler. 4.45 
Film: Something’s Gotta Give. (2003) 
Romantic comedy, starring Jack 
Nicholson and Diane Keaton. 5.45 5 
News Update. 5.50 Film: Something’s 
Gotta Give. (2003) Concluded. 

7.00 5 News Weekend. 

7.10 Greatest Celebrity Wind-Ups 
Ever! Joe Pasquale revisits 
hilarious celebrity pranks, with 
first-hand accounts from the 
people responsible for staging the 
tricks, and the unfortunate stars 
on the receiving end. (R) 

8.00 Dumb Daredevils: Caught in the 
Act. lain Lee narrates comical 
videos featuring would-be 
daredevils, including a blogger 
who will do anything his followers 
tell him to, including jumping off 
Tower Bridge. Plus, the 
programme meets a man whose 
daredevil marriage proposal has 
been viewed millions of times and 
has led to an unusual career 
change. 

9.00 When Comedy Goes Horribly 
Wrong. Julian Clary narrates a 
compilation of disastrous mishaps 
from comedy shows. Featuring a 
stunt fight that ended badly for 
Russell Howard, an incident that 
left Tony Hancock determined to 
never perform live again, and a 
rare outtake from a long-forgotten 
sitcom in which Ian Ogilvy and 
Lionel Jeffries nearly drown. 

12.00 Bette Midler: By Her Friends. (R) 

1.00 SuperCasino. 3.10 Cowboy 
Builders. (R) 


BBC Four 

7.00 Only Connect 7.30 University 
Challenge 8.00 Winter Olympics Extra 
9.00 Akala’s Odyssey 10.00 Film: In 
Order of Disappearance (2014) 11.50 
From Ice to Fire: The Incredible Science 
of Temperature 12.50 The Secret Life of 
Books: Cider with Rosie 1.50 Modus 
4.05 Close 
ITV2 

2.20 Film: Spy Kids 2: Island of Lost 
Dreams (2002) 3.20 FYI Daily 3.25 Film: 
Spy Kids 2: Island of Lost Dreams (2002) 

4.20 Film: Nanny McPhee (2005) 5.20 
FYI Daily 5.25 Film: Nanny McPhee 
(2005) 6.20 Film: The Hobbit: The Battle 
of the Five Armies (2014) 7.20 FYI Daily 
7.25 Film: The Hobbit: The Battle of the 
Five Armies (2014) 9.00 Ibiza Weekender 
10.00 Survival of the Fittest 11.00 Family 
Guy 12.30 American Dad! 1.25 The 
Cleveland Show 1.55 Totally Bonkers 
Guinness World Records 2.25 
Teleshopping 5.55 ITV2 Nightscreen 
ITV3 

1.35 Les Dawson Forever 3.40 The 
Durrells 5.50 Midsomer Murders 8.00 
Paul O’Grady: For the Love of Dogs 9.00 
Tonight at the London Palladium 10.00 
Film: Elizabeth: The Golden Age (2007) 
12.15 The Security Men 1.15 Blue 
Murder 2.35 Judge Judy 3.00 George 
and Mildred 4.20 Road to Avonlea 
ITV4 

12.35 Pawn Stars 2.25 Hornblower 4.40 
Film: The Way West (1967) 5.45 FYI 
Daily 5.50 Film: The Way West (1967) 
7.05 Film: The Train Robbers (1973) 

8.10 FYI Daily 8.15 Film: The Train 
Robbers (1973) 9.00 Film: High Plains 
Drifter (1973) 10.05 FYI Daily 10.10 
Film: High Plains Drifter (1973) 11.10 
Film: Memphis Belle (1990) 12.10 FYI 
Daily 12.15 Film: Memphis Belle (1990) 

1.20 The Professionals 
E4 

11.00 The Goldbergs 1.00 Toy Story 
Toons: Hawaiian Vacation 1.15 The Big 
Bang Theory: Sheldon’s Family Tree 6.15 
The Big Bang Theory 7.15 Film: Men in 
Black II (2002) 9.00 Celebs Go Dating 
10.00 Naked Attraction 11.05 The Big 
Bang Theory 12.00 Gogglebox 1.05 
Celebs Go Dating 2.10 Don’t Tell the 
Bride: Valentine’s Day 3.05 First Dates 
Abroad 3.30 Hollyoaks 
Film4 

1.00 Last Holiday (2006) 3.10 Carry On 
Jack (1963) 5.00 Napoleon Dynamite 
(2004) 6.50 Gl Joe: Retaliation (2013) 
9.00 The Family (2013) 11.10 Zero Dark 
Thirty (2012) 2.15 The Future (2011) 
4.00 Close 
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Grim new case is far from 
child’s play for Marcella 


Y ou might be well-apprised of 
the police procedural format 
by now; typically, our hero 
detectives are broody rebels 
touched by crime-solving genius. 

In ITV’s Twitter-storming 2016 
‘London Noir’ thriller Marcella, the 
heroine had bigger issues than a 
meddling DCI or an unhealthy 
relationship with booze - plagued by 
dissociative fugues, DS Marcella 
Backland suffered periodical black¬ 
outs, and while she appeared to 
function normally during these 
moments, she was later unable to 
remember anything she had done 
during these episodes. 

This proved incredibly 
problematic when her cheating 
husband’s mistress suddenly 
turned up dead - and Marcella 
wasn’t able to say with any 
confidence whether this was the 
work of a fugitive serial killer, or her 
own misdeed. 

Naturally, this issue became the 
core of the show’s appeal, and the 
fact wasn’t lost on actress Anna 
Friel: “It’s a study of a woman on the 
edge of a nervous breakdown whilst 


holding down a really full on job.”. 

Just like it’s ITV crime-drama 
stablemate Broadchurch, Marcella 
gave its female lead a highly 
personal stake in catching the killer, 
and the idea carries over to the 
second series. In the words of writer 
Hans Rosenfeldt: “Marcella is a 
show that is just as much about 
Marcella being Marcella as it is 
about her being a police officer. So, 
it works best when the case she is 
working on is connected to her 
personal life in some way.” 

This time around, we catch up 
with her following a grim discovery 
inside a wall. The body of a child is 
found, clothed in a school blazer 
and surrounded by soft toys, and 
Marcella is devastated when she 
realises the tragic victim is Leo 
Priestley, a boy who was abducted 
a few years earlier - and one who 
had been friends with her own son 
Edward. 

As a result, work follows Marcella 
back home once again. Not only 
must she protect her own children 
from a deadly predator, but she also 
has to help her son come to terms 


with the death of a schoolmate. And 
it seems her efforts might not quite 
hit the mark. 

“Marcella has thoughts on 
whether she deserves to be a 
mother or not,” states Friel. “She 
seems to try her best but maybe 
that’s not enough.” 

Considering the demands of 
playing a character whose life falls 
apart on a routine basis, it must be 
hard for the ex-Brookside star to get 
back into Marcella’s head-space. 
Not so, claims Friel: “As soon as the 
fringe was cut back in and my hair 
was pulled back into the ponytail, I 
was like ‘oooh, she’s back’”. 

For some, though, the mark of a 
great Scandi-style thriller heroine 
rests solely on her wardrobe. 

Danish actress Sarah Lund 
famously jump-started a knitwear 
revolution with her Faroe Isle jumper 
in The Killing, and back in 2016, 
high-street retailers struggled to 
keep up with demand for replicas of 
Marcella’s own fur-trimmed casual 
parka. So does the coat make a 
reappearance this series? 



Anna Friel stars in Marcella, Monday, ITV, 9pm 



BEST OF THE REST 


FILM CHOICES 


MONDAY 

Final Recourse, Channel 5, 3.15pm 

A wealthy businesswoman spirals into substance 
abuse as a way of dealing with a tragedy, and, in the 
haze of a drunken stupor, she is kidnapped. Held in a 
makeshift prison by her captors, she goes through the 
agony of drug and alcohol withdrawal, before 
managing to escape and return home to her family. It’s 
only then, however, that she realises someone close 
to home may have been behind her abduction. 

Thriller, starring Teri Polo and Chazz Palminteri. (2013) 

TUESDAY 

Deadly Departure, Channel 5, 3.15pm 

The family of FBI agent Sarah Plummer are taken 
hostage while she is on a flight to Washington, DC. 
While on the flight, she meets a mysterious stranger 
seated beside her, and is forced to make a decision 
that could cost her the lives of her husband and 
12-year-old son. Action, starring Dina Meyer, Victoria 
Pratt and Justin Johnson. (2016) 



WEDNESDAY 

A Housekeeper’s Revenge, Channel 5, 3.15pm 

A student fears for her life after a number of disturbing 
occurrences, leaving her desperately searching for the 
culprit. The search leads to her family housemaid - 
unaware their connection is much deeper than 
expected. Thriller, starring Chrysti Ane. (2016) 

THURSDAY 

Killer Obsession, Channel 5, 3.15pm 

A National Guard solder returns from the frontline in 
Iraq and struggles to return to a normal life. To make 
matters worse, she finds herself blamed for a friendly 
fire incident in which two Americans were killed - and 
then she becomes the target of an obsessed fellow 
soldier seeking revenge for their deaths. Thriller, 
starring Roxanne McGee. (2016) 

FRIDAY 

Underworld: Rise of the Lycans, Channel 4, 
12.05am 

A werewolf leads a revolution against the vampire king 
who has enslaved his race, starting a centuries-long 
war. Fantasy horror prequel, starring Michael Sheen 
and Bill Nighy. (2009) 


MONDAY 

24 Hours in Police Custody 
Channel 4, 9pm 

The return of the programme that follows the work of 
Bedfordshire Police around-the-clock, with enquiries 
covered from the cells at Luton to the operational 
heart of major cases. The first edition goes behind 
the scenes of a major investigation into an allegation 
of police corruption, with the unprecedented access 
given by the police meaning that cameras are 
allowed to document all of the twists and turns of the 
case as detectives track down, arrest and then 
charge one of their fellow officers. 

TUESDAY 

The Dog Rescuers with Alan Davies 
Channel 5, 8pm 

As a nation we’re obsessed with dogs, so little 
wonder this series featuring the Ql veteran has 
been so successful over the years. Now it’s back for 
a sixth run, and once more the heart-warming 
documentary profiles RSPCA officers, including 
Sarah Gardener. She enters one of the largest 
multi-dog households ever seen. Cameras also 
follow Anthony Pulfer, who attempts to help six dogs 
caught in a house fire in south east London, and 
there’s a happy ending for two dogs left in the lurch 
by their owner. 


Shetland 
BBC1,9pm 

As the eponymous region is relatively small, there 
are only so many places killers can run - the airport 
or the coast. So Jimmy Perez has an easier job 
than some TV detectives. Or does he? Considering 
the problems he’s faced over the years, one of 
Shetland’s most amiable detectives is beset by no 
end of bad luck, so hopefully he’ll get a break in the 
latest offering. The hunt is on for Malone’s attacker, 
Tosh investigates Forst Energy in the serch for 
Sally’s killer, and DNA in the Kilmuir case yields a 
surprising result. Good support comes from Alison 
O’Donnell. 

Working for Weinstein 
Channel 4,10pm 

For years the Weinstein Company and 
Miramax were film brands synonymous 
with quality productions. And then 
everything changed. Under criminal 
investigation in Britain and the US, 
expelled from Bafta and the 
Academy of Motion Pictures, 

Harvey Weinstein’s fall from 
grace has been swift since 
allegations of sexual abuse and 
harassment emerged against 


him last October. This documentary hears 
testimony from those who worked with him across 
30 years of British film, and investigates how he 
kept his accusers quiet for decades. 

WEDNESDAY 

The BRIT Awards 2018 
ITV, 8pm 

The all-conquering Ed Sheeran may 
have dominated the charts on both 
sides of the Atlantic over the past 12 
months, but tonight he could well be 
upstaged by a 22-year-old 
breakthrough pop star from London. 
Dua Lipa, who scored a huge 

summer hit with New Rules, 
has earned the most 
nominations at the 2018 
Brit awards, receiving 
nods in the British 
Female Solo Artist, 
Breakthrough Act, 
Single, Video and 
British Album. 
Another one of the 
biggest sellers of 
2017, Sam 
Smith’s The 


Thrill of it All, has been completely shut out of the 
nominations. But the good news for his fans though 
is that he is confirmed to perform, as are the likes 
of Foo Fighters, Justin Timberlake and Rita Ora. 
Finally, new host Jack Whitehall has been brought 
in to inject some risque humour into proceedings. 

THURSDAY 
Girls on the Edge 
BBC2, 9pm 

Observational documentary following three girls 
who have been sectioned under the Mental Health 
Act to prevent them from harming themselves. Their 
detainment is indefinite and the film explores the 
impact on them, their siblings and their parents, 
who do not know when their children will be allowed 
home. They include a 17-year-old who hopes to be 
discharged before her 18th birthday and a 16-year- 
old whose mother is desperate to have her home - 
but is worried about having the responsibility of 
keeping her daughter safe once more. 

FRIDAY 

Live Six Nations Rugby Union 
BBC1,7.30pm 

France v Italy (Kick-off 8.00pm). Coverage of the 
match from the third round of fixtures, which takes 
place at Orange Velodrome in Marseille. 



Express & Star 

FIXED PRICE 

RECRUITMENT 

PACKAGE 



FILL YOUR NEXT VACANCY 
WITH OUR BRONZE FIXED PRICE 
RECRUITMENT PACKAGE ™ | 

Bronze package includes: 

• 5cm x 2 column advert in Express & Star (Thursday) 

• 5cm x 2 column advert in Chronicle of your choice 

• Two week listing on jobs.expressandstar.com 

• 5 line advert to appear in Express & Star Classified jobs 
for 5 nights 

• We will run the lineage and online advert on a daily basis 
until you fill the vacancy 

Package Price £399* 

Contact Tracey Thompson on 01902 319645 or email 
tracey.thompson@expressandstar.co.uk 









*AII prices are subject to VAT 



















BRAIN GYM 


Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of 
the alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use 
the given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you 
off. 



LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION: 
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Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 


Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

6. Club which may 
improve the flow of 
writing (7) 

7. Passed a writer in 
the street (5) 

9. One taking part (5) 

10. Settled for having 
the team in red (7) 

12. Be likely to profit by 
a rise? (5,2,4) 

14. Not an offence, but 
a solicitor may be 
consulted about it 
(5,6) 

18. Invest capital, 
perhaps? (7) 

19. Look well on (5) 

21. Colour an Irishman 
goes about in (5) 

22. Declining music for 
a song (7) 


Down 

1. You can put it on a 
horse that’s a sure 
thing (5) 

2. Not quite a fifty 
majority (6) 

3. A small court of law 
(3) 

4. Bound over for 
three months (6) 

5. Succeed with a will 
in their resolve (7) 

8. Willingly die? (7) 

11. General form of 
increase (7) 

13. Some leavers 
reform (7) 

15. Spoils a signal and 
gets into a row (6) 

16. Not even a strange 
thing (6) 

17. Charles I was an old 
woman! (5) 

20. Hardened bunch (3) 



Sudoku 


Quick Clues: 

Across 

Down 

6. Wretched (7) 

1. Truck (5) 

7. She-fox (5) 

2. Culmination (6) 

9. First-rate (5) 

10. Advise (7) 

3. Globe (3) 

4. Indication (6) 

5. Keepsake (7) 

12. Remonstrate (11) 

8. House (7) 

14. Prodigal (11) 

11. Summon (7) 

18. Fluent (7) 

13. Elucidate (7) 

19. Flood (5) 

21. Ardent (5) 

15. Recompense (6) 

16. Serviette (6) 

1 7. Garret (5) 

22. Shortage (7) 

20. Not many (3) 
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Fill in the grid 
above so that 
every column, 
every row and 
each of the 3x3 
boxes contains 
all the digits 
from 1 to 9. 


LAST WEEK’S 
SOLUTIONS > 


LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 6 Grounds; 7 Umber; 

9 Car; 10 Ordinance; 12 Grasscutter; 

15 Under his hat; 17 Willpower; 19 Rot; 21 Steer; 
22 Malaise. Down: 1 Break; 2 Out; 3 Oder; 

4 Impartial; 5 Teacher; 8 Discus; 11 Orderlies; 

13 School; 14 Anxiety; 16 Loose; 18 Elan; 

20 Lay. 

QUICK - Across: 6 Heathen; 7 Loyal; 9 Age; 

10 Imprudent; 12 Second-class; 15 Infantrymen; 
17 Continual; 19 Pry; 21 Acute; 22 Astound. 
Down: 1 Feign; 2 Sty; 3 Deem; 4 Gondolier; 

5 Earnest; 8 Friday; 11 Devastate; 13 Outing; 

14 Invoice; 16 Brine; 18 Also; 20 Rot. 


Quiz 


Niner 


1. Which delicacy comes in American, 
Norway and spiny varieties? 

2. Which composer was Richard Wagner’s 
father-in-law? 

3. How is the laughing jackass also known? 

4. What was Thomas Edison’s middle name? 

5. Who was Lynne Frederick’s first husband? 


6. Which Yorkshire town includes the remains 
of the castle where Richard II died? 

7. What type of edible plant is laver? 

8. What is a skink? 

9. In which sport are the Swaythling and 
Corbillon Cups contested? 

10. Which dreamer was the creation of US 
humorist James Thurber? 


Last week’s solutions: 

Quiz: 1 Bernard; 2 Foreign Secretary; 3 Pool; 4 
David Langton; 5 Scrofula; 6 Charlie Chaplin; 7 
Mermaid; 8 Rosh Hashanah; 9 George VI; 

10 Lerner and Loewe. 

Niner: SIDETRACK 


Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 

4389 gives grime, 

1726 gives more grime, 

5834 gives residue. 
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Stone me, this is really something! 


Idyllic pool setting for 
adults and children 


Just some of the many 
popular alignments 



THEY arrived in their coachloads, packing 
the car parks and lining the streets. I know 
this area of France is beautiful but we were 
curious to see what this attraction was. 

We soon spotted the answer - hundreds of stones 
lined up- they are called the alignments and date back 
centuries. What they are exactly and why they are all 
there no-one seems to really know. It is believed they 
have a religious or spiritual link and they certainly draw 
the crowds - at all times of the day. 

We were lucky to be staying at a stunning Castels 
site near Carnac in Brittany, just across the road from 
the stones so we had a bird’s eye view. No, we had 
not chosen that site for that reason - in fact this was 
just another lovely surprise at the stunning La Grand 
Metaire site. 

RELAXED 

We arrived early evening after a very relaxing Brittany 
Ferries crossing from Plymouth to Roscoff, the perfect 
crossing for the area as it was a relatively short drive to 
the site - just over two hours. 

And with a cabin with a television we could relax and 
watch a bit of the tennis on TV before we docked. Even 
possible to have a shower in the cabin so you can start 
the journey feeling refreshed. 

We have travelled to France many times over the 
years And one thing we always comment on is the 
roads. On our way to Carnac we encountered no holds 
up - nothing, like the M5 or M6 - and very very few 
potholes. What a luxury! 

We were child and grandchild free for the week but 
for families there is plenty to entertain younger ones 
with zip wires, pony rides, pools with slides, indoor pool 
- just in case of rain - although the weather was lovely 
while we were there, tennis, mini golf etc. 


And the entertainments team excelled themselves 
with shows every night in the bar or the ampitheatre. 

There were so many lovely areas close to the site and 
as we had hire bikes for the week it was a great way 
to tour around. A short ride took us into the centre of 
Carnac where the Sunday market is bustling with both 
the locals and tourists and Carnac Plage, full of bars 
and shops. Further afield we ventured into Trinite sur 
Mer a lovely tourist spot with a huge port, and on to the 
quaint village of Plouharnel. 

A little bit furher afield and back to four wheels now 
took us to the walled city of Vannes where we picnicked 
by the riverside and Auray - the old and the new areas. 
Parking no problem and very cheap. 

Back to the site where we enjoyed morning tennis and 
evening petangue and popped to see the on-site animal 


collection with goats, chicken and the endearing 
alpacas.... but do not feed! 

Our very modern mobile home was in the perfect 
spot, a secluded corner with plenty of space and its own 
BO so we could eat out every night and sip - no gulp 
down - lots of the lovely, very cheap, French wine. The 
site also offers pitches for tents. 

The first night we were greeted at our emplacement 
by a bunch of pirates, not scary though just a plug for 
that night’s show. The whole site staff, entertainers etc, 
were very helpful and provided tips, maps etc on places 
to visit. I can speak some French but hardly needed to 
as their English was so good. A lovely holiday, so well 
looked after and entertained, who could ask for more 
and my love of France just gets stronger. 

SUEATTWATER 


FACTFILE 


AFerry.co.uk is the leading online ferry brand that can service all your global 
ferry needs, with more than 2,000 routes around the world from more than 150 
ferry companies. With apps for iPhone and Android, and a website optimised 
for mobile, tablet and desktop devices you can compare and book ferries from 
wherever you are with ease. Visitwww.AFerry.co.uk 

Created in 1959 Les Castels is a collection of 32 four and five star glamping 
sites across France offering a wide choice of accommodation with everything 
from chalets and mobile homes to tree houses, gypsy caravans, houses on 
stilts and apartments. The facilities and entertainment vary from site to site, 
no two are alike, however one thing that unifies the group as a whole is the 
Les Castels environmental approach. Visit http://www.camping-castels.co.uk 

Brittany Ferries operates the longer routes from Portsmouth, Poole and Plym¬ 
outh direct to Brittany and Normandy saving miles of unnecessary and costly 
driving. Travel overnight by luxury cruise-ferry in the comfort of your own cabin 
with en-suite facilities or be whisked across the Channel in as little as 3 hours. 
We travelled from Plymouth to Roscoff and back, on this route, mid-season 
fares start from £293 for a car+2, including en-suite cabin on the outward over¬ 
night crossing. Book online at www.brittanyferries.com or call 0330 159 7000. 



Hand picked holidays with you in mind 


Nostalgic Little Trains 

of the Isle of Man 

Departing Sunday 1 Apr 

from Birmingham (BHX) 


Dutch Bulbfields Cruise 

Departing Friday 20 Apr 

from Birmingham (BHX) 


Jersey 

for the Single Traveller 

Departing Friday 27 Apr 

from Birmingham (BHX) 


Belfast 

& the Titanic Experience 

Departing Sunday 6 May 

from Birmingham (BHX) 


Price Includes... 

✓ Return flights to the Isle of Man incl. transfers 
l/ 1 piece of hold luggage per person 

✓ 6 nights DBB at the Hydro Hotel, Douglas 
l/ Heritage train journeys on the Manx Electric 

Railway, Snaefell Mountain Railway & Isle of Man 
Steam Railway 

✓ Excursions to Laxey Wheel, Peel, Moore’s Museum, 
Castletown, Port Erin & Cregneash Folk Village 


Price Includes... 

✓ Return flights to Amsterdam incl. transfers 

✓ Hand luggage only 

✓ 3 nights full board on the MV Prinses Christina 
l/ Packed lunch for Keukenhof excursion 

✓ Excursion to Keukenhof Gardens 

✓ Ports of Call: Amsterdam, Hoorn & Enkhuizen 

✓ Services of an airport rep on arrival in Amsterdam 


Price Includes... 

✓ Return flights to Jersey incl. transfers 
l/ 1 piece of hold luggage per person 

✓ 6 nights DBB at the Norfolk Lodge Hotel, St 
Helier 

✓ Island Highlights tour 

l/ 3 day local ‘Liberty’ bus explorer ticket 

✓ Services of a representative in Jersey 


7 Days 

by Air 


from 

£ 610 


4 Days 

by Air 


from 

£ 515 


7 Days 

by Air 


from 

£ 800 


Price Includes... 

✓ Return flights to Belfast incl. transfers 

✓ Hand luggage only 

✓ 3 nights B&B at the Ramada Encore Hotel, 
Belfast 

l/ Guided city tour of Belfast with a local guide 
l/ Visit to the Titanic Experience 


4 Days 

by Air 


from 

£ 430 


Prices correct at the time of publication, subject to fluctuation and availability. The final price will depend on your chosen airport, airline and flight time. Air holiday operated by Just Go! Holidays under ATOL No.10889. Tours offered subject to availability. Errors and omissions excepted. Prices shown are per person, 
based on two people sharing a dbl/twin room. Single supplements apply 


For more information 
or to book, please call: 


03332 341 875 


Quote 

JGRT 


033 numbers are free within 
inclusive minutes packages 
otherwise standard rates apply. 


or visit us 
online at 


justgoholidays.com/RT 
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PROPERTY 


YOUR WEEKLY 
GUIDE TO HOME 
BUYING AND 
LETTING 


1950s detached 
bungalow has been 
fully modernised 

This highly appealing 1950s detached bungalow in 
Westminster Road, Rushall, Walsall, has been fully 
modernised and extended. 

With gas central heating and double glazing, it has 
all the “mod cons” you could desire, being for sale 
through Marrion & Co at offers over £255,000 with no 
chain. 

Most worthy of internal viewing its accommodation 
briefly comprises an enclosed porch, an entrance 
hall/stairs, a spacious lounge, a separate dining room 
(alternative bedroom four), a breakfast kitchen, a 
laundry room, a ground floor master bedroom, a re¬ 
fitted bathroom/WC, and on the first floor two further 
bedrooms, a shower room/WC, a single car garage, a 
driveway and easily managed gardens. 

It is quietly situated in a secluded cul-de-sac, within 
walking distance of nearby Rushall Village. 

In more detail the reception hall is warm and 
welcoming. It has a spindled balustrade staircase 
leading to the first floor with under stairs storage 
space and a built-in meter cupboard. 

The front lounge has a focal point wall mounted 
electric fire with a glow and flame effect and a walk-in 
bay window overlooking the fore garden. 

The front facing dining room (or bedroom four) also 
has a bay window overlooking the fore garden. 

The re-fitted breakfast kitchen is comprehensively 
equipped in a range of gloss cream base and wall 
units having contrasting roll topped work surfaces, 
incorporating a single drainer stainless steel sink unit 
with mixer tap, a Hotpoint electric ceramic hob with 
extractor hood over and an Indesit built-in electric 
fan assisted oven beneath, an integrated Indesit 
dishwasher, space for a fridge/freezer, French doors 
leading to the rear patio and ample space for a 
breakfast table and chairs. 

Bedroom one overlooks the rear garden. Bedrooms 
two and three have dual aspect Velux windows. 

Outside is a side attached single garage, a block 
paved driveway and gardens. The rear garden is also 
enclosed and tiered, having a concrete paved patio 
area with two brick built structures including a shed 
and greenhouse. 


RUSHALL £255,000 



YOU DESERVE BETTER POSTCODE 

loveyourpostcode.com* | 01922 215116 1 0800 862 0870 
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Well-presented 
four-bedroomed 
family home is 
dose to amenities 

BLOXWICH 

£229,950«< 


This very well-presented 
detached family home in Field 
Road, Bloxwich, Walsall, lies in 
a popular area, close to local 
amenities, shops and schools. 

It is for sale through Webbs 
Estate Agents at £229,950. 

Its accommodation briefly 
comprises an entrance hallway, 
a lounge, a dining room, a 
conservatory, a kitchen, a utility 
room and a guest WC to the 
ground floor. To the first floor 
there are four bedrooms with 
an en-suite to the master and a 
family bathroom. Outside there is 
a generous driveway, an integral 
garage and private landscaped 
gardens. 

In more detail the entrance 
hallway has stairs off to the first 
floor. The lounge has a bay window 
to the front, a feature fireplace 
with a gas fire and doors to the 
dining room and kitchen. The 
dining room has patio doors to the 
conservatory, which in turn has 
French doors to the garden. 

Call Webbs on 01922 663399. 



Deceptively spacious 
three-bedroom house 

WALSALL 

£225,000 

Deceptively spacious, this well-presented and 
deceptively spacious family home in Broadstone 
Avenue, Bloxwich, Walsall, is for sale through 
Webbs Estate Agents at £225,000. 

Situated in a popular location, it is close to all local 
amenities, shops and schools. Its accommodation 
briefly comprises a porch, a through hallway, lounge, 
dining room, kitchen, sun room, three bedrooms and 
a bathroom. 

Externally there is a side garage, generous gardens 
and a driveway. 

Contact Webbs Estate Agents on 01922 663399 or 
visit www.webbsestateagents.co.uk 


K.Stuart Swash 

PROPERTY AUCTION 


NEXT SALE 

Wednesday 28th March 

Entries to date include: 

Residential and other properties for renovation. 
Investments and Land. 

Further entries invited 
Please Register for Catalogue 


2 Waterloo Road, Wolverhampton WV1 4BL 
(01902) 710626 / 424044 

Email: swashauctions@btconnect.com 
www.kstuartswash.co.uk 




Semi-detached modern property in cul-de-sac 


Positioned at the bottom of a 
cul-de-sac, 12 Jubilee Close in 
Great Wyrley is an extremely 
well-presented three-bedroomed 
semi-detached modern house. 

It is for sale through DB Roberts & 
Partners at £169,950. 

It is situated in the Great Wyrley 
area of Walsall. The home itself 
briefly comprises an entrance 


GREAT WYRLEY 
£169,950 

hallway, kitchen and a open plan 
lounge/diner to the ground floor with 
the three bedrooms and a bathroom 
to the first floor. 

To the front there is a driveway 


which leads to the garage. There is 
access from the side of the home to 
the low maintenance rear garden. 

An internal viewing is 
recommended in order to fully 
appreciate all this home has to offer. 

For further information, or to book 
a viewing, contact DB Roberts & 
Partners on 01543 469966 or visit 
www.dbroberts.co.uk 
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MARRION 

ft CO 


Tel: 01922 404446 

212 High Street, Bloxwich, WS3 3LA 




Penmire Grove 

Walsall 

• Three Storey Town House 

• PVCu double glazing & Gas Central Heating 

• Fitted Kitchen 

• Rear Lounge/Diner 

• Three excellent sized Bedrooms 

• (master with en-suite) 

• Family Bathroom 

• Rear Garden 

£185,000 


Beechwood Close 

Bloxwich 

• Detached House 

• Gas Centrally Heated & PVCu Double Glazed 

• L- Shaped Lounge/ Dining Room 

• Kitchen 

• Three Bedrooms 

• Garage 

• Rear Garden 

• No Onward Chain 

£309,950 


Bealeys Close 

Bloxwich 

• Modern Detached Family Home 

• Gas Central Heating, PVCu Double Glazing 

• Lounge, Dining Room, Study 

• Fittea Breakfast Kitchen, Utility Room, Conservato 

• Four Bedrooms, 

• Ensuite Bathroom 

• Family Bathroom, Detached Double Garage 
Driveway 

• Private Rear Garden 

£320,000 


Stoney Lane 

Bloxwich 

Traditional Detached House 
Immaculately Presented 
Large Corner Plot 

PVCu Double Glazing (where specified) 
Gas Central Heating 
Lounge, Dining Room, Family Room, 
Fitted Kitchen, Conservatory 
Three Bedrooms 

£365,000 


Stafford Road 

Bloxwich 

• Extended Detached Family Home 

• Two Reception Rooms 

• Fitted Breakfast Kitchen 

• Cloakroom, Conservatory 

• Six Bedrooms, Three En-suites 

• Family Bathroom, Large Driveway 

• Rear Garden 

• No Onward Chain 

£450,000 


We know the value of good service... 
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Walsall 01922 711444 

New Office Location 200 High Street, Bloxwich, Walsall, WS3 3LA 
goodchilds-uk.com 
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newtonfallowellB 

PART OF THE NEWTON FALLOWELL CROUP 



Broadway, Walsall 

• Two Bedroom Apartment • Rating:88 

• New Build • Sorry No DHSS 

• Communal Hallway with Lift • Close to Walsall Town 

• Lounge with Balcony 

• Fitted Kitchen 


Cresswell Crescent, Walsall 


Three Bedroom Flat 





Neath Road, Bloxwich 


• Three Bedroom Mid-Terrace 

• Front and Rear Gardens 


• Lounge 

• DHSS Accepted 


• Fitted Kitchen 

• Sorry No Pets or Smokers 


• Gas Central Heating 

• Family Bathroom 

• EPC 


£525 PCM | 


r 


Are you a landlord or investor? 


Take advantage of this offer. 

We are giving away a free landlord 
gas safety and legionnaires test.* 

All our landlords also get our 
free rent guarantee for that 
added peace of mind! 



Our Offer To All Landlords 

• Wo guarantoo your ront moaning ovon if tho 
Tenant doesn’t pay then we will pay you 

• No hidden set up fees like many other agents 

• Full legal protection for eviction - and Information 
on landlord law and obligations available 

• Successfully managing more properties than 
any other Midlands based letting agent 

• Trading for over 10 years your money 
and property is safe with us 

• Managed by people who actually own properties 
and know what it's like to be a landlord 

• Cuarantee to find you a Tenant in 9 day or less 

• Free legionnaire test* 

• Free landlord gas safety certificate* 

• Award winning team 



f - 

Ever wondered, how much 
is my property worth? 

Cet an free instant valuation 
to your phone right now. 

Step I * visit www goodchlldt ukcom/* valuation 

Step 2 - input your property detaMs 
Step 1 - receive an instant valuation Itxt 




Call 01922 711444 for your Free Valuation 



Find us on Facebook, Follow us on Twitter 


Birmingham • Brownhills • Cannock • Lichfield • Rugeley • Stafford •Stoke-on-Trent • Telford •Walsall • Wednesbury *Wednesfield - Wolverhampton 
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[ -PRESTIGE ESTATES 


46 High Road, Lane Head, Willenhall, WV12 4JQ 


UPPER PENN 


ESSINGTON 


KINGFISHER 



GREAT HALL 
GROVE, W'TON 

Five Bedroom 
Executive Detached, 
Lounge & Separate 
Study, Modern 
Fitted Kitchen/ 

Diner, Conservatory, 
Guest W.C, Family 
Bathroom, En-Suite 
to both Master & 
Bedroom 2, Office/ 
Den, Double Garage 
& Off Road Parking 



SNEYD LANE, 
W'TON 

Three Bedroom 
Semi Detached, 
26Ft Through 
Lounge/Diner, 
Impressive Fitted 
Kitchen, Modern 
Family Bathroom, 
D/Glazing & 0/ 
Heating, Front & 
Rear Gardens, 
Driveway & Garage, 
Enviable Location 



KESTREL GROVE, 
WILLENHALL 

Two Bedroom Semi, 


Spacious Open Plan 
Lounge/Kitchen, 
Family bathroom, 0/ 
Heating & D/Glazing, 
Generous Driveway, 
Great FTB, Potential 
To Extend S.T.P.R 



GLAISEDALE GR, 
WILLENHALL 

Two Bed Semi, 
Lounge With Open 
Plan Staircase, 
Fitted Kitchen, 
Refitted Shower 
Room, D/Glazing 
& C/Heating, Off 
Road Parking, Rear 
Garden, Ideal FTB 
Or BTL, Envious 
Cul-De-Sac 
Location 


OIEO £650,000 


OIEO £140,000 



MILL LANE, 
WILLENHALL 

Spacious Two 
Bedroom Semi, 
Lounge, Fitted 
Kitchen/Diner, 
Modern Family 
Bathroom, 0/ 

X Heating & D/Glazing, 
Private Rear Garden, 
ORP To Rear, No 
I Chain. 


OIEO £120,000 


DARLASTON 



KING EDWARD 
STREET, D'TON 

Two Bedroom 
Victorian Style Semi, 
Two Reception 
Rooms, Fitted 
Kitchen, Ground 
Floor Family 
Bathroom, 0/ 
Heating & D/Glazing, 
Private Rear Garden, 
Off Road Parking 
Potential, Ideal F.T.B 
Or B.T.L 


OIEO £110,000 



MALPAS WALK, 
W'TON 

Three Bedroom 
Mid Terrace 
Townhouse, Lounge, 
Fitted Kitchen/ 

Diner, Family 
Bathroom, Guest 
WC, D/Glazing & 0/ 
Heating, Allocated 
Parking, Great FTB 
or BTL 


OIEO £100,000 


WILLENHALL 



TAMESIDE CLOSE, 
WILLENHALL 

Four Bed Mid Town 
House, 50% Shared 
Ownership, Ground 
Floor Kitchen/ 

Diner, First Floor 
Lounge, Master 
Bed With En-Suite, 
Three Second Floor 
Bedrooms, Family 
Bathroom, Driveway 
& Garage, D/Glazing 
& C/Heating 


50% £80,000, 100% £160,000 


SCHOLARS HEATH 



PRINCETHORPE 
RD, WILLENHALL 

Three Storey 

Modern Town 


House, Three 
Bedrooms, 
Spacious Kitchen 
Diner, En-Suite To 
[ Two Bedrooms, 

^ Integral Garage, 
i Viewing Advised! 


HIGH STREET 
SERVICE AT 
ON-LINE PRICES 


II 



GIPSY LANE, 
WILLENHALL 

Three Storey Three 
Bed Terrace, Two 
Reception Rooms, 
Refitted Modern 
Kitchen, Utility & 
Guest WC, First 
Floor Bathroom, 
C/Heating & D/ 
Glazing, Enclosed 
Rear Garden. 


OIEO £117,000 


STOW HEATH 



GOSPORT CLOSE, 
BILSTON 

Semi Detached 


SELL FROM 
£795 inc VAT 

T & Cs apply 


Bungalow, Two 
Double Bedrooms, 
Fitted Kitchen, 
Conservatory, 
Family Bathroom, 
D/Glazing & C/ 
Heating, Private 
Rear Garden, Off 
Road Parking. 




OIEO £105,000 


NEW INVENTION 


UMil 



SQUIRES GROVE, 
WILLENHALL 

Two Bed Second 
Floor Apartment, 
Lounge, Fitted 
Kitchen, En-Suite To 
Master Bedroom, 
Family Bathroom, D/ 
Glazing & Electric 
Heating, Allocated 
& Visitors Parking, 
Viewing Advised, 
Great FTB Or BTL 
I Investment 


Mites: 

(01902 


OIEO £90,000 



DEANSFIELD 



■ 



TYBURN ROAD, 
W'TON 

Two Bed Second 
Floor Flat, Spacious 
Lounge, Fitted 
Kitchen, Family 
Bathroom, D/ 
Glazing & C/ 
Heating, Available 
With Or Without A 
Tenant, Great Buy 
To Let Investment, 
Viewing Advised! 


OIEO £65,000 


WILLENHALL 


ABBEY SQUARE, 
WALSALL 

«Two Bed Semi, 


Lounge, Modern 
Fitted Kitchen/ 
Diner, Generous 
I Bedrooms, Family 
I Bathroom, D/ 
Glazing & C/ 
Heating, Off Road 
Parking, Viewing 
Recommended! 



Hn 3 |W| 

IM; 


STAFFORD ST, 
WILLENHALL 

Spacious Two Bed 
Flat Being Set Over 
Two Floors, Lounge, 
Modern Fitted 
Kitchen, Bathroom, 
Two Generous 
Double Bedrooms, 


Double Glazing And 
Gas Central Heating, 
Close To Willenhall 
Town Centre 


Willenhall 01902 606595 www.prestige-estatesuk.com | zoopjo 


rightmovec 
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• Sought After Cul-De-Sac 

• Mid Terraced Property 

• £250 Towards Solicitors Fees 

• Through Hallway 


Adjacent to Tumberry Estate 

3 Reception Rooms 
Breakfast Kitchen, Conservatory 
Utility, Guests WC 

4 Bedrooms 


PELSALL 

VICTOR STREET 


BLOXWICH 

HARVEST GROVE 


/Cs /v 

-m m a 


Modem Semi Detached 
Hallway, Lounge 
Refitted Kitchen 
Conservatory 
2 Bedrooms 


01922 

663399 


74c Park Road 
Bloxwich WS3 3SW 


E: sales@webbsestateagents.co.uk 
W: webbsestateagents.co.uk 


Free 


Valuations 


No Sale 


No Fee 


Experienced 


Sales Team 




Established 1994 


* Gardens, Driveway 

»Early Viewing Essential 


• Detached Coach House Apartment 

• Entrance Hallway 

• Open Plan Kitchen 

• Lounge/Diner 
» 2 Bedrooms 


• Bathroom 

• Garage 

• Driveway 

• Viewing Essential 


BLOXWICH 

COLLIERY DRIVE 

■ « 


BLOXWICH 

BROADSTONE AVENUE 


• Kitchen 

• Lounge/Diner 

• 2 Bedrooms 

• Bathroom 


* Deceptively Spacious 

• Sought After Location 

* Hallway, Lounge 

• Dining Room. Kitchen 


• Sun Room 

• 3 Bedrooms, Bathroom 

• Garage 

• Generous Gardens 


BLOXWICH 

BEALEYS CLOSE 


&225^00^0ffer^0ver 
I ESSINGTON I 


THE OLDE SHOP 


• En-Suite Bathroom 

• Double Garage 

• Must Be Viewed 

• NO CHAIN 


£320,000 OFFERS OVER 


• Extended Cottage 

» Sought After Location 
» Stunning Kitchen 

• Lounge WC 

• Dining Roomr room and outstanding 


spacious en suite. Externally there a • 3 

• 3 Bedrooms over 2 Floors 

• Double Garage 

• Landscaped Gardens 

• Internal Viewing Essential 


BLOXWICH 

COALMEADOW CLOSE 


WALSALL 

GILLITY CLOSE 


rightmov&u* 


* Modem Semi Detached 

• Hallway, Lounge 

* Refitted Kitchen 

• Conservatory 


| .\ A1 A ' 


• 2 Bedrooms 

• Refitted Bathroom 

• Rear Garden 

• Drivewav 




• Dorma Detached Bungalow 

• Entrance Hallway 

• large Family Lounge 

• Seven Bedrooms 


- 

s v , 

• Bathroom and Shower Room 

• Sitting Room 

• Kitchen/diner, Utility 

• En-suite and shower room 


OFFERS OVER £500,000 


t 




XXaV 





































• 3 Bedrooms, 
Bathroom 

• Driveway 

• Utility Room 


£80 000 Off< 


£259 950 


• Kitchen 

• 3 Bedrooms 


Hallway, WC 
Lounge, 


BLOXWICH 

STANLEY STREET 


BLOXWICH 

ROEBUCK CLOSE 


BLOXWICH 

CARNOUSTIE CLOSE 


BLOXWICH 

BELL TOWER CLOSE 


Webbs 

01922 

663399 

74c Park Road 
Bloxwich WS3 3SW 

E: sales@webbsestateagents.co.uk 
W: webbsestateagents.co.uk 

Free 

Valuations 


• Entrance Hallway, • Three Bedrooms H • Semi Detached 

• Lounge Diner, • Family Bathroom. H • 2 Reception Rooms 

• Breakfast Kitchen, • Private Driveway H • Kitchen, Sun Room 

• Guest WC. • Front and H • Utility Room. WC 


* Detached Bungalow Conservatory 

* Comer Plot • Kitchen, 

* Porch, Hallway Utility Room 

* Lounge. • 2 Bedrooms 


• Modem Apartment • Bathroom 

• Hallway, Lounge • Communal Grounds 

• Kitchen • Parking 

• 2 Bedrooms • No Chain 


FREE VALUATION FREE PROFESSIONAL PHOTOS FREE RIGHTMOVE&ZOOPLA LISTING PLUS MUCH MORE 


Webbs 

^ Estate Agents 


W B 1 


Webbs 


SOLD 4* tn 


rtl<n:3 66J19* 


mrz 


Webbs | 

sold J j 

663399 pL 


WE WILL YOUR HOME FOR 




No Sale 
No Fee 


Experienced 
Sales Team 




BOOK YOUR FREE 
VALUATION NOW 

OR CALL FOR AN INFORMAL CHAT 

01543 46 88 46 or 01922 663399 


www.webbsestateagents.co.uk 


* Terms and Conditions apply. 


Established 1994 


BLOXWICH 

POPULAR COURT 


rightmove. 


NAEA 


* Modem Extended 
Detached 

* Through Hallway, 
Lounge/diner 


BLOXWICH 

DOWNFIELD CLOSE 


BLOXWICH 

BOOTH STREET 


BROWNHILLS 

CURLEW HILL 


» Kitchen, 

Dining Room 

• Guest WC 

• En Suite to Master 


* Detached 
Family Home 

* Sought 

After Location 


• Hallway, Lounge 

• Dining Room, 

• Conservatory 

• Refitted Kitchen. WC 


OFFERS OVER £250,000 


► Traditional Semi 

► Hallway 

► Lounge 

► Conservatory 


OFFERS OVER £110,000 


* Executive 
Detached Family 

* 4 Double Bedrooms 

* Through 


t 
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MOTORING 


ROAD TEST 


Volvo's XC40 is a breath of fresh air 



Neat proportions give the XC40 a pleasantly rugged stance and it’s chock-full of neat detailing inside and out 


By Tom Wiltshire 

The XC40 is Volvo’s new compact SUV - 
and note that the company calls it an SUV, 
and not a crossover. With high ground 
clearance, four-wheel drive available and 
“the proportions of an SUV”, this is less 
of a jacked-up hatchback and more of a 
scaled-down XC60. 

The new baby of the Volvo range is also 
the brand’s first entrant into this massively 
popular market sector, and with its fashion- 
led design it aims straight at the heart of 
the territory the Range Rover Evoque has 
occupied so well. 

The XC40 sits upon a brand-new platform 
that will go on to underpin several future 
models of the Swedish firm’s range. Called 
CMA (Compact Modular Architecture), it will 
allow Volvo to offer the XC40 with not just 
petrol and diesel engines, but hybrid and even 
pure electric powertrains. 

Occupying a market sector the firm hasn’t 
entered before, the XC40 is by definition all- 
new, though items have been borrowed from 
across Volvo’s range of 60 and 90 series cars. 

Volvo’s also using the XC40 to launch a 
new way of owning your car. Named Care by 
Volvo, it’s more akin to a phone contract than 
a standard PCP or contract hire - owners pay 
Volvo a monthly fee which covers ownership 
of the vehicle and almost every other expense 
-tax, maintenance, and insurance. It also 
allows users to ‘borrow’ a larger car for up to 
14 days a year. Currently only available within 
the M25, care by Volvo will roll out across the 
country if demand is strong enough. 

We had the opportunity to sample both T5 
petrol and D4 diesel models, both mated 
to eight-speed automatic gearboxes. The 


2.0-litre petrol, though smooth and powerful, 
is noisy when pressed, and with high fuel 
consumption it’s unlikely to be a big seller. 

Instead, Volvo expects the bulk of sales to 
come from diesel models. Though grumbly 
at low speeds, the diesel engine soon quiets 
down at a cruise, and with 187bhp on tap it 
has more than enough shove for cutthroat city 
driving or long motorway journeys. 

Initially, these will be the only two engines 
available, though later in 2018 Volvo will 
launch lower-powered engines - a 148bhp 
D3 diesel and 154bhp and 187bhp T3 and T3 
petrols. All butT3 and D3 engines are offered 
with standard all-wheel drive and eight-speed 
autos - lower powered engines get front- 
wheel drive and six-speed manual gearboxes. 

Ride comfort is excellent, even on the 
optional 19-inch wheels of our test car. 

No compact SUV could reasonably be 
called a design triumph, but the XC40 is 
arguably one of the best of the bunch. Neat 
proportions give it a pleasingly rugged 
stance, and it’s chock-full of neat detailing 
inside and out, like the tiny Swedish flag 
adornment on the corner of the bonnet. 

Volvo’s bold corporate grille dominates 
the front, flanked by eye-catching Thors 
Hammer’ LED daytime running lights. 
Standard LED headlights ensure even base- 
spec Momentum cars look premium. 

The XC40 is available with a wide array 
of paint colours including dual-tone 
combinations. Stylish alloy wheel designs 
stand out from the crowd too . 

Step into an XC40 from a Range Rover 
Evoque and you’ll be floored. The Volvo’s 
interior is a genuinely lovely place to be, 
with great-quality materials and superbly 
comfortable seats even on base-spec cars. 

The centre console is arranged around 


Volvo’s nine-inch portrait-oriented 
touchscreen infotainment system. It’s slick 
and works well. The company’s main goal for 
the XC40’s interior was to carve out storage 
spaces wherever possible - and it’s achieved 
it. There’s even a superbly engineered ‘curry 
hook’, which folds down from the glovebox to 
keep your Tikka Masala safely hung up rather 
than slopping around on the floor. 

The clever touches continue in the boot, 
with a multifunctional false floor that can 
hide the parcel shelf, hang up bags and 
keep shopping from rolling around all at the 
same time. The boot itself is decently large at 
460 litres, while six-footers will be able to sit 
comfortably in the rear. 


Equipment levels are impressive. All cars 
come with LED headlights, navigation and a 
12.3-inch digital dial display. 

Three trim levels will be on offer in the UK - 
base-spec Momentum, sporty R-Design and 
flagship Inscription. Each also gains a ‘Pro’ 
variant, aimed at fleet buyers who may want 
choice equipment without delving into the 
options list. 

R-Design adds leather and Nubuck 
upholstery, a sports chassis and racy alloy 
wheels, while Inscription switches aluminium 
dashboard inserts for wood, adds chrome 
around the window trim and adds a crystal to 
the gearknob.Safety kit is also generous, with 
autonomous braking capable of detecting 


vehicles, pedestrians, cyclists, and even large 
animals. Spec the optional Intellisafe Assist 
pack and you’ll benefit from adaptive cruise 
control with Volvo’s brilliant Pilot Assist semi- 
autonomous driving system, which takes the 
sting out of motorway stints. 

The XC40 is a breath of fresh air in a market 
sector that’s quickly becoming bloated. It’s 
neat exterior and wonderful interior are sure to 
earn it admiring glances, and it’s every bit as 
impressive on the road as its main rivals. 

Generous standard equipment and a 
predicted class-leading residual value is great 
too. 

Model: Volvo XC40 D4. 

Price as tested: £35,705 


tmm 

CAR OF 
THE YEAR 

2018 

Overall winner 

BE THE FIRST TO SEE THE NEW XC40 

JOIN US ON 22ND FEBRUARY 2018 




From convenience to performance, from 
smart storage to smart technology, the 
New Volvo XC40 was designed for simplicity. 
Be one of the first to experience it at our 
exclusive launch event on Thursday 22nd 
February at 5.30 - 9.30pm. Plus, you’ll be in 
with a chance to win a New XC40 R-Design*. 



REGISTER NOW AT 

XC40EVENT.CO.UK 


Brindley Volvo 


Brindley Volvo Wolverhampton 
WV10 6HT 


volvocarswolverhampton.co.uk 
01902 507653 


Official fuel consumption for the New Volvo XC40 range in MPG (1/100km): Urban 31.0 (9.1) - 49.6 (5.7), Extra Urban 47.1 (6.0) 
- 61.4 (4.6), Combined 39.8 (7.1) - 56.5 (5.0). CO 2 emissions 166-1 27g/km. MPG figures are obtained from laboratory testing 
intended for comparisons between vehicles and may not reflect real driving results. Preliminary data. Please contact us for the 
latest information. 


*UK, 18+. Enter between 17.30 - 19.30 on 22.02.18. Attend a New Volvo XC40 launch event at a Volvo retailer and register details for a chance to win a New XC40 R-Design or 
Harman Kardon SoundSticks Wireless Speaker System. Subject to capacity limits. Visit XC40event.co.uk for full Terms and Conditions. 











Double Glazing 


Gardening 



Accountancy 


ACCOUNTANCY AND TAXATION 


Self Assessment and all accountancy 
services for the self employed, 
rental incomes, partnerships 
and limited companies. 

01543 481329 

Email:ollerenshaws@btinternet.com 

www.ollerenshaws.co.uk 


Aerials 


Digital Rapid Aerials 

\ -Aerials, Plasma Brackets & CCTV 
Cameras supplied & fitted 
-Repairs -Tuning -Multirooms 


OAP 
DISCOUNTS 
FREE 

QUOTATIONS 


.■*■**■*'• <4ptal(Zl 



sky 


A LOCAL BUSINESS YOU CAN TRUST 

01922 693047 
07960 173589 

www.digitalrapidaerials.co.uk 


L 


WINDOW DOCTOR 


GLAZING REPAIRS, DOORS & WINDOW REPAIRS 

MISTY S. BROKEN GLASS REPLACED. 

WE REPAIR HANDLES,HINGES,SEALS,PAWS, 
WINDOW & DOOR LOCKS. 

10 YR GUARANTEE 



01543 504900 24 HRS 
07748 108035 

IS WELLINGTON DRIVE, CANNOCK WS11 1PU 
Credit S Debit cards taken 


Est 30 
years 


Driveways 


WESTCOT 

CONTRACTORS LTD 

38 Years Experience 

TARMACADAM CONCRETE BLOCK PAVING 
LEADING DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL CONTRACTORS COVERING 
LICHFIELD AND STAFFORDSHIRE 

• Domestic Drives • Patios • Tennis Courts construction 
• Commercial car parks and roads • Vehicle access crossing highway approved 

Free quotations - All work guaranteed 

Call for enquiries 07985 233112 

Office 01543 251416 

email: westcot.contractors.ltd@gmail.com 


Fencing 

v_ 


HUNTER BUILD 4 

* Kitchen and Bathroom Specialist * UPVC Windows and Doors 

* Fascia and Sols* Plastering and Tiling 

* Complete House Renovations * Family Run Business 

For quote 

07752506695 I 01215567203 


Carpentry 

Simply Doors Walsall 


Internal & External Door Suppliers & Fitters 



External UPVC and composite doors 


also available 
VISIT OUR SHOWROOM 
Unit 44, Pleck Road, Walsall WS2 9XX 
01922 623151 or 07810 122133 
www.simplydoorswalsall.co.uk 


Opening 
Hours 
Mon-Fri 
10am - 5pm 


Sat 


10am - 2pm 


: 



Electricians 

v_ 



MBCJ electric 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality 
local service call: V 

01922 509984 
07939 503905 

mbelectric. co. uk MW 


B. J. FENCING SUPPLIES 5 

♦WINTER PRICE REDUCTIONS* 

“BEAT IMPENDING 2018 TIMBER PRICE HIKES" 



FEATHEREDGE 

8-BAR OVERLAP 


STANDARD 

TANALISED 

STANDARD 

TANALISED 

6' x 6' 

£24.00 

£27.00 

£15.00 

£17.00 

6' x 5' 

£21.50 

£24.50 

£13.50 

£15.50 

6' x 4' 

£19.00 

£22.00 

£12.50 

£14.00 

6' x 3' 

£17.00 

£19.50 

£11.00 

£12.50 

6' x 2' 

£15.00 

£17.00 

£10.00 

£11.00 


Arch-Bow Tops @ £2.00 extra 

10 Bar H/Duty @ £1.50 extra 

Trellis & Picket Panels also at Lower Prices 


’GUARANTEED LOWEST PRICES ON SUPPLY & FIT* 

CONCRETE POSTS & GRAVEL BOARDS, TIMBER GATES, BALLAST, ETC. 

TEL: 01543 674688, 07886369958 or 07828693442 
UNIT 7E, ZONE 4, BURNTWOOD BUSINESS PARK, WS7 3XD 


Gardening 


J L Garden & Tree Services 

Garden Maintenance & Tree Felling 
Tree Felling 
Garden Maintenance 
All Debris Removed 

Call Jason for a No Obligation Quote 
Fully Insured 



Tel: 01922 443193 
Mob: 07809 431703 ^ 

Visit Website for FREE call back 
www.jlgardenandtreeservices.co.uk 



QUALITY FENCING 


SUPPLY ONLY OR PROFESSIONAL FITTING SERVICE 

CHOICE OF QUALITY PANELS, TRELLIS AND GATES, 
CONCRETE POSTS & DIFFERENT GRAVEL HOARDS 

RUBBISH REMOVED & HEDGES TRIMMED/ REMOVAL 
FAMILY RUSINESS, FREE QUOTES AND ADVISE 


Supply Only - 07928 968 744 
Quotes/ Fitting Service - 01543 876988 - 07861 221 677 
gardencarefencing@hotmail.co.uk 


Plastering 


CA. Plastering 


For competitive quotes on all your refurbishment 
needs on plastering, boarding, overboarding, 
partitions, re-skimming and artex covering. 


* 07538 718264 



Plumbing & Heating 


j 


toiler 

(West Midlands) 

Over 30 years’ experience 

• Servicing • Repairs 

• Gas Safety Checks 
• Factory Trained Engineers 

• All Work Guaranteed 

Call 01922 446678 or 07973 784593 
Put your boiler in safe hands!!! 





t 


07970 

310068 



The ASA 


Roofing 




IROOEINGISERVlCESl 


ALL 

AREAS 

COVERED 


★ Discounts for OAP’s 
i Insurance Work ★ Lead Work 

★ Ridge Tiles Replaced 

★ Flat Roofs* Pointing 
★ Rubber Roofing (E.P.D.M.) 

★ Chimney Repairs ★ Fascias & Gutters 
25 years in the business 
FAMILY RUN - FREE QUOTES 


Call: 01922 711150 
07722 533247 


\ 


g 


ANDY’S 
CERAMIC 
WALL & FLOOR 
TILING 

• Kitchen and bathroom 
fitting service 
• General home 
improvements 

FREE QUOTES 

Tel: 01922 494193 
Mobile: 0782 1837399 



regulates ads 
on websites. 


#socialmediatoo 


ASA.org.uk 



Advertising Standards Authority 
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ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


▼ Index 




For items up to £250 

VISIT: 

Simply press the free ad icon. 
Sorry, no pets, guns or livestock. 
Private advertisers only. 


Place a paid for advert 


(g) By Phone 01902 317878 

8.30am - 5.30pm Mon - Fri. 

Closed Sat/Sun and Bank Holidays 


Online 

bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk 


jfc In person 

At your local Express & Star Office. 
Cancel/amend, call before 3.00pm 
Monday - Friday for the next day’s 
advertisement or also before 3.00pm 
Friday for Monday’s advertisement. 


Funeral Directors 


Turn To Us For 
Help and Support 


In your time of need 
we’ll take care of all the 
funeral arrangements. 

• Est. 1907 
• 24 hour service 

G. Gibbs 

Funeral Directors 

44 All Saints Way 
West Bromwich B71 1PZ 

0121 553 0442 

Part of Dignity pic. A British Company. 


Family 




DAYTONA CARECO 

Scooter and charger. 
Used only a few times, in 
excellent condition. 

£425 ono 

Cannock 07534 176831 


ELECTRIC PRIDE 

Go Chair, new model. Only six 
months old c/w charger. 
Excellent condition. 

£425 ono. 

Cannock 07534 176831 



MOBILITY SCOOTER 


Elite GoGo Sport. Cost £895 
new. Full service history and 
paperwork. Recent new battery 
pack and charger. Excellent 
condition. 

£395. 

01902 565456. 


MOBILITY SCOOTER 

Four wheels, easily 
transportable in small car. 

Real bargain £260. 

0121 4402867707804 239956. 
Can deliver. 


WREKIN STAIRLIFTS recondi¬ 
tioned lifts from £799. New avail¬ 
able. 01952 405397/07897 273617 




Leisure 

Time 


QUALITY INDOOR 
BOOT SALE 

Pelsall Community Centre. 
Station Road. WS3 4BQ. 
Sunday, February 25th. 
9am-1pm. 

★ FREE ENTRY ★ 

Call Dawn 07973 705739 
to book a table. 


IJACKSON-HATELEY CYCLES! 


www.jacksonhateleycycles.co.uk 


MASSIVE SALE NOW ON 

Book your cycle now for 
Easter at sale price 
Get your fantastic bargain now 

All cycles built and guaranteed 
with a 24 hour repair service 

HATELEY’S 

Simply the best 

Ring Dave on 
01902 782344 

458 Stafford Road, Oxley, 
Wolverhampton 


OUTBOARD MOTOR WANTED, 

anything considered, reasonably 
priced. 01922 492321. 


★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 

£ All Caravans Wanted £ 

★ Any Age or Condition ★ 
£ *CASH* WAITING* £ 

★ Immediate collection ★ 
£ Call Billon 07825 325 913 £ 
★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 


iigp 

AVONDALE OSPREY 2000 

2-Berth. 

Beautiful condition. 

Full awning. 

All accessories. 

Ready to go. 

Sale due to ill health. 
£2,500 ono. 

0121 568 7442 after 3pm. 


CARAVANS FOR SALE with 
seaviews. Clarach Bay near 
Aberystwyth from £9,995 includes 
2018 site fees. Call Phil on: 01970 
820579. sales@clarachbay.com 



LUXURY HOLIDAY HOME 


On Burnham on Sea Holiday 
Village. Swimming pools, 
owners lounge, live lounge. 
Fishing lakes, includes site 
fees. Insurance and water 
rates. 

£31,000 ono. 

07794 856860. 



STATIC CARAVAN 


ABI Brisbane, 36 x 12, 2 bed, 
2007, DG, CH, en suite, in good 
condition, price includes bal¬ 
conies. To be moved off site. 
More pics available. 

£10,000 ono. 

01902 605337. 


Free 


IT'S FREE, IT'S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 


holidays 


DOLPHIN CARAVAN PARK. Brean 
Somerset. Call 01278 751258 
www.dolphincaravanpark.co.uk 



READERS ARE REMINDED 

to check with any Advertisers 
that their holiday costs are fully 
covered by a recognised bonding or 
insurance scheme. 



* ANTIQUE/ * 
VINTAGE FAIR 

CALFHEATH HALL, CALFHEATH 
CANNOCK, WV10 7DW 
SUNDAY FEBRUARY 18TH 
9 AM - 3 PM 


VINTAGE ANTIQUE / Collectables 
Fair, Coven Memorial Hall WV9 
5DL, Sunday 18 Feb, 9-3. Karen 
01384 277373 / 07938 123040. 


\ 

Book Fair 


BOOK FAIR Kinver Community 
Centre, DY7 6ER, inc postcards. 
Sunday 18th February. Also 
Bromsgrove first & last Friday each 
month. Est 1979, Waverley. Next 
Antique Fair MAR 4th. Home made 
refreshments. 0121 550 4381. 



L Home & 
Services 



LtMits Tliylor 


House Clearances & Collections arranged 
at short notice for our monthly auctions 

01782638100 



ALMOST NEW Willowbrook Conis- 
ton 2 power assisted armchairs, 2 
seater settee, green, unused, bou¬ 
ght 2015, £250ono 0121 588 2194. 


GREAT BARGAIN 
OUR PAIN YOUR GAIN 

Just delivered January 30, 2.5 
and 2 seater Dallas Power 
recliner sofas, for sale at half 
price paid, receipts available. 

Only £941 the pair. 
Genuine new, not refurbished, 
too large for our room. 

Manufacturer HTL Int. 
Range 9265 Billy Joe, Dallas 
Suede leather look, colour 
hazelnut. 

For viewing and detail call 
01785 226846 (Stafford). 


OAK CABINET, with Kenwood mul¬ 
timedia system, five speakers and 
Technics turntable, excellent condi¬ 
tion, £300. 01922 451305. 

RIMINI DUAL motor 2 power 
assisted chairs, with two seater 
sofa to match, bought 2015, amost 
new, £250. o.n.o. 0121 588 2194. 



SLABS 450mm x 450mm RIVEN 
FACED, only £1.87 inc. VAT. 
Ranton Building Supplies: 
01543 276006. 


6x5 

Lap Panels 

£1 7 each (inc vat) 
WS3 2BQ 

Bloxwich Fencing Ltd 

or 01922 712184 



ERCOL furniture wanted any age or 
condition considered cash paid 
prompt collection 01902 755860 


MUSIC MEMORABILIA wanted old 
1960s, 70s gig posters, flyers, pro¬ 
grammes blues, rock, punk, soul, 
good cash paid 07986 729197. 

READERS ARE ADVISED to 

carefully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any 
of their items. 



VINTAGE TOYS 


Star Wars, He-Man, Ghost 
Busters, Ninja Turtles, Corgi or 
Dinky. 

All vintage toys considered. 

Good prices paid. 
Unleash the cash in your loft. 

Call Tony on 07812 903338. 



ASH RECLAMATION new and 

used building materials, upvc doors 
and windows 01543 453222. 


✓ CASH PAID ✓ 
£300+ PER OUNCE 

FOR 9 CARAT GOLD. 
ANY AMOUNT COLLECTED! 

Lady Buyer 

gold coins, pre - 47 silver coins, 
watches, costume jewellery, porcelain, 
any oriental items, old brass items, any 
silver items, War medals military etc. 

HOUSE CLEARANCES! 

.Call: 01922 495066 v 
w or 07971 783206 / 


ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

That the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly differentiate 
between Private and Trade. 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 



READERS ARE REMINDED 

that they may require profes¬ 
sional advice before entering into 
obligations. 


CLIENT 

COMPUTERS 




Certified technician & 
Microsoft partner. 
Repair & maintain laptops 
and PCs. In West Midlands. 
Virus removal, broken 
screens, wifi. 
Windows problems etc. 
Home visits or bring to me. 
Long established. 
Laptops available. 

0121 556 9481 


t.v. / home 
entertainment 


" \ 

Service 


AERIAL AND TV SPECIALIST 

Any TV Repairs. Digital aerials, sky, 
CCTV cameras. TV wall mounts 
and TV set ups. 07850 330251. 


specialists at 
your service 


\ 

Aerials 


mng 

AERIALS FITTED FROM £79.99 


A AERIAL AND SKY SPECIALIST 

Digital aerials, CCTV cameras, TV 
wall mount fitted. 07850 330251. 


CLASSIFIEDS 
FOR YOU! 



“I am very pleased 
with the response 
I get from my 
Classified 
Advertising 
Contract” 

Steve - 

AA Digital Aerials 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


SELL YOUR UNWANTED 
ITEMS FOR 



No hidden costs 
Buyer collects 
No postage or returns 
Local sellers to local people 
It's that simple!! 


Call us on 01902317878 


or book online at bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk 


Private advertisers only 

No pets, livestock, properly or personals **Ebay price checked 2/1/18 


Ads 












































































































01902 317878 | bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk 


ClassffiedAds 


45 


Alarms/Security 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £249 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


\ 

Appliance Repairs 

v ___ 


A SAME DAY REPAIR - Cookers 
Autos Fridges Vacs and Micros. 
Call 07900 578897/07801 746853. 


Building Services 


G & D BUILDERS 

Over 35 years exp 

All aspects of building work 
Extensions, loft conversions, roofing, 
driveways & landscaping. 

All work guaranteed 

07837 994465/01902 579592 


P.FENLON BUILDERS All aspects 
of building. Block paving, plaster¬ 
ing, brickwork etc. 01902 445315 / 
07790 286187. 

\ 

Building Supplies 


RECLAIMED BRICKS, Tiles, 
Slates, Oakbeams, Flooring, York 
Stone. Cawarden 01889 574066. 
sales@cawardenreclaim.co.uk 

\ 

Carpentry & Joinery 

V.__ 


SPR CARPENTRY Six internal pre¬ 
primed doors fully fitted from £370. 
0121 5322672 or 07958 552625. 

\ 

Carpet Fitters 


A CARPETS & VINYLS supplied or 
just fitted, quality samples brought 
to your home, no job too small, free 
quotes call Mark 01543 820598 / 
07941 619694. 

\ 

Electrical Services 


MB ELECTRIC.CO.UK Home 
wiring specialist. NICEIC. High 
quality local service. Freephone; 
0800 211 8398 / 07939 503905 


Driveways & Patios 


Fencing 


CLASSIFIEDS 
FOR YOU! 



“I am extremely happy with 
the service I get from my 
Express & Star Classified 
Sales Representatives and 
would recommend them to 
anyone! They have done a 
very professional job with 
my website so I get online 
enquiries as well now.” 
Michael- 
Portway Fencing 


01902 31919 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 

PORTWRyi 

FENCING 

SPECIAL OFFER 

10 Bays of quality fencing, concrete posts, 
gravel boards £695 
Heavy duty panels supplied & fitted. 

0121 531 5250/07866137 656 
Mon - Fri8am - 4.30pm 
Sat 8am -1 2mm ' 1 Afl 

83 Portway Rd, W'bury 


C]Bi SHEDS 

& FENCING 

We supply & fit. Free quotes. 

Call: 01922 720270 

We also supply sleepers and decking 


Gardening Services 


Landywood Tree & Landscaping Services 


V All garden work, tree felling/lopping, 
1 pruning, hedges trimmed, turf, 
patios, fencing, block-paving etc. 
www.landywoodlandscaping.co.uk 


01922898710 / 07973177 976 


** Select rift 

Driveways & Patios Ltd w 

Specialists in Paving & Landscaping 
Insured and Registered 

• Tegular Paving • Block Paving Ch«x*a 

• Indian Sanstone • Fencing 

• Tarmac Red & Black • Slabbing 


Office: 01543 888502 

www.selectdrives.co.uk 


Electricians 



Express & Star 

ELECTRICIANS! 


CLAIM 

YOUR 

FREE 

ADVERT 


Call Claire Smith: 01902 319661 
claire.smith@expressandstar.co.uk 


\ 

Gas Fitting 

V_ 

f GAS ^ 
SERVICES 

• Boilers • Cookers 

• Fires • Gas Checks 

• Landlord Certificates 

• Gas Leaks Traced 

Fitted, Serviced and Repaired 
Same Day Service 

Free Quotes 

DISCOUNTS FOR OAPs 

Call: 01902 366855/ 
07761 973975 

READERS ARE ADVISED 
To check that anyone 
carrying out any Gas work 
is Gas Safe Registered. 

It is an offence under the Gas 
Safety (Installation and Use) 
Regulations 1998 to carry out 
gas work in the UK without 
being on the Gas Safe Register. 

\ 

Gates 

V._ 

ALL METAL GATES,RAILINGS, 

etc. Free quotes, also repairs & 
fitting. 07903 500642 24 hours. 

DARLASTON FABS 30 years exp in 
supplying/fitting gates and railings. 
Free quotes: 07497 667752. 

\ 

Guttering 

V_ 

Guttering 
& Roofing vjJiF 

cleaned, repaired, replaced, facias/ 
soffits, UPVC washdowns, all roofing/ 
repointing work. Free quotes, 8am-8pm 
01902 722447 

\ 

House Clearances 

v_ 

A1 HOUSE 
CLEARANCE 

Full, part and single 
rubbish removed. 

Garage and sheds cleared. 
Leather 3 piece suites and 
leather chesterfields wanted. 

01922 492007 

A ABSOLUTE BEST cash price paid 
for house clearances and bereave¬ 
ments. Also removals undertaken. 

07852 172641 / 07710 360327 / 
01902 534021 

CLEARANCE 

Professional family run business 
House clearances full or part, 
also garages, sheds etc. 
Telephone Kev 

HARVEYS HOUSE CLEARANCES 

Quick, discreet and professional. 
07939 421862/01902 410433 

Kitchen Fitters 

v_ 

THE KITCHEN FITTER Over 20 
years experience. Call 07881 
654757 or 01543 373233. 

Painters/ ^ 

v Decorators 

C 1 PAINTING & DECORATING 

Over 30 yrs experience.City & 
Guilds approved. Free Quotes. 
07913 732756 or 01902 650716. 

ADMJ 

Decorating & Maintenance 

City and Guilds. No Job Too Small. 
OAP Discounts 

FREE QUOTES 

07855 957935 01902 630028 

A 

Plans Prepared 

_ 

ADAM DESIGN, Building Plans. 
Drawn and submitted to council. 
Tel: 01902 620200/07841 654037. 
Email: adamdesign@sky.com 

BUILDING Plans: Prepared/submit¬ 
ted. K J Bradley 01902 373248 
07792 165767. www.plans4u.co.uk 

PROFESSIONAL HAND ink 

detailed drawings prepared. 01922 
684503/ 07730 888063. 

N 

Plastering 

v 

MINT PLASTERING 

For the very best in plastering and rendering, 
full rooms inc materials from 110. Halls, 
stairs and landings from 200 

30 years experience. 

Free quotes. All work guaranteed 

01543 327130/07519 694516 


D&C PLASTERING AND RENDER¬ 
ING Fast, clean, reliable service. 
Also building work. Free Quotes 
07793 747829 or 01543 300444. 


\ 

Plumbing & Heating 

v_ 

A.A HEATING & PLUMBING All gas 

work. Install/ Service/ Repair. Free 
quotes call: 07540 950588. 

A RELIABLE PLUMBER No job too 

small. No call out fee. Call Lee: 
07713 149278 / 01902 330351. 

TAD PLUMBING 
& HEATING 

For all your plumbing needs. 

30 years experience 

24 HOUR CALL OUT, NO FEE! 
Call Trevor on 07791 319397 

PLUMBING WORK UNDERTAKEN 

No job too small or large. Call Will 
for a free quote on: 07521 411108. 

\ 

Removals 

V 

A DJ REMOVALS/ house clear¬ 
ance/single item. Budget rates/reli¬ 
able. 01902 652346/07912 980177 

CALL DEAN NOW: For all your 
Removal needs. 07429 453209/ 
01902 830870 / 01384 940260. 

KT HOUSE REMOVALS 

12 years experience. 

SINGLE ITEMS TO FULL LOADS. 
LOCAL OR DISTANCE. FULLY INSURED. 

Free Quotes - Call Ric on: 

07771 727119 

KC REMOVALS We beat any quote, 
full or part loads, all areas. Anything 
considered. Call on 07867 86222 a 

\ 

Roofing 

V 

CLIFF NICHOLLS 

Roofing & Scaffolding 
Rubber Roofing 

37 years experience 

FREEPHONE 
(0800) 220 - 729 

^Doctor 

FLAT ROOF SPECIALIST 

ALL ROOFING WORK UNDERTAKEN 
Tile replacement/Chimney pointing 
Fascias & Guttering 


MG ROOFING 

Flat Roofing, Tiling, Roof Repairs, 
Fascias and Gutters. 

Call 01902 238989/ 
07580 465449. 

www.mgroofingwestmidlands.co.uk 

\ 

Skip Hire 

_ 

A absolute affordable skip 

RUSSELL 

SKIPSO 

Mini, midi skips 

Prompt delivery / collection 
(0121) 520 3388 / 07721 387990 


QUICKA SKIPS 

Mini, Midi, 6 Yard with 
doors and Builders. 

7 days - Prompt Service 
01902 404800/ 
07983 580884 
www.quickaskips.co.uk 

CLASSIFIEDS 
FOR YOU! 

^pi .jp 

“We are very happy 
with our Classified 

Contract within the 
Express & Star and 
the enquiries our 
adverts bring in.” 

Pally - Quika Skips 

For great business 
results call 

01902 319191 


ClassifiedAds 


Brought to you by Express & Star 



Recycling services 

01902 459667 
0121 558 2120 
01543 500 599 



WOLVERHAMPTON 


SKIP HIRE 

MINI, MIDI 

& 

BUILDERS SKIPS 
WITH DOORS 

Established 26 years 

r Call: 
01902 722876 


G0LDSHILL SKIP & 
SELF DELIVERIES 

BRINC YOUR WASTE TO US 

(any size vehicle) 

General, green, wood (can work out 
cheaper than a skip) 

OR 

HIRE A SKIP FROM US - 

Phone for prices 

0121 557 3346 

82 Pikehelve Street, 

West Bromwich, B70 OTU 



NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments/contracts. 

NOTICE TO READERS 

It is an offence under the Accom¬ 
modation Agencies Act 1953, for an 
Agency to charge a fee simply for 
the registration of your require¬ 
ments and/or supplying particulars 
of premises to let. 


J9 

Accommodation 


NO DEPOSIT 

★MOVE IN TODAY* 

Studios 
from £90pw* 
Rooms 
from £65 pw* 

*lncludes Most Bills 

CHECK WEBSITE FOR LIVE LIST 

-— 


(WQjESOSm} 

J9accommodation .com 


miumka 

NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 


Properties Wanted 


of purchase price 




WE PAY 109%^H 

FAST 4 Your House CASH 


BLACK 

COUNTRY 

HOMES 


You agree the price, we buy the house... 

• NO AGENTS FEES • COMPLETION TO SUIT YOU 

• FREE SOLICITORS • ANY HOUSE, ANY CONDITION 




i WE BUY 

ANYHOUSE 

CALL US FREE 24 Hours/ 7days 

0800 246 1047 



I ®f All Your Costs Paid & No Selling Fees 
I We Buy Any Area & Any Condition 

| (2f STOP Repossession/Eviction 
I <2f Release Your Equity Today 

I www.UKFASTSALE.co.uk 


GET UP TO 



CASH ADVANCE 


FREE Solicitors, FREE Survey, FREE Home Removals, FREE EPC 


m I VWt THE EASY WAY TO SELL YOUR HOUSE 


We Buy Houses For Cash 

Free Vdua+ion? Yes/ No Fees? Yes/ Any Looa+ion? Yes/ 
Fas+Sde? Yes/ Any House? Yes/ Any Condi+ion? Yes/ 

&e+ your FREE, in<5+an+ o-P-Per foday! 



Call 01922235885 

ortext "Cash" to 66777 yeghomebuyerg.oom | 


We buy houses 

Sell your house fast 

- avoid repossession 

- behind on payments 

-job relocation 

- unwanted inheritance 

What more - 
we buy in any condition 
No estate agent fees 
We pay all your legal fees 

I ACT NOW! 

EM^(*Sntgf£t us on : 

07796 801219 / 07988882090 



NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and using 
guns. 




GREYHOUNDS MAKE 
WONDERFUL PETS 

All neutered, innoculated 
and microchipped. 

Call 01902 291080 or visit 
www.gtwolverhampton.co.uk 
Greyhound Trust Wolverhampton 
@gtwolverhampton 



Pets & 
Animals 



ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses, Donkeys or Ponies 
have the required Passport infor¬ 
mation. 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it's 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland hiews 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 



Business & 
L Farming 



READERS are recommended to 
take appropriate professional 
advice before entering into any 
obligations. 


The Chronicle Thursday, February 15, 2018 
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“Classif ied Ids 


01902 3178781 bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk 


Jobs 


MONDAY 

TUESDAY 

WEDNESDAY 

JOBSDAY 


jobs.. 


.exprassandstar.eom 


FABRICATOR/WELDER 

required full time to work within 
a busy but friendly 
environment. Must have 
experience in MIG 
Welding,Oxy / Acetylene 
cutting, drilling, guillotining and 
fabricating from CAD 
drawings. Must be able to work 
within a team without full time 
supervision. 

To apply send written CV / 
application to 

Mr Craig Perkins at 
Foundry Machinery & 
Spares Ltd., 

Unit H, Fryers Close, 
Bloxwich, Walsall WS3 2XQ 
or email: 

info@fmslimited.co.uk 


BIRMINGHAM: 5-6 May and 5-6 September 
STOKE: 6-7 August TELFORD: 8-9 August 
WOLVERHAMPTON: 8-9 March & 25-26 July 


Accredited ^ 

OC r» jag; 



Learn how to take blood 


TRAIN AS A PHLEBOTOMIST 


Introduction to Phlebotomy 

TWO DAY COURSE - NATIONALLY RECOGNISED 

• Allied Healthcare Career Path 

• Accredited (advanced) qualification 

• No previous experience required 

For more info. GfDAnOrQ 

or to book online: WWW.gCUpdbC.COm 


High demand in: Hospitals - GP Surgeries - Clinics - Private Sector - MOD - Research 


J 


Full Time General 


L 


THE 

APPRENTICESHIP 

SHOW 



Apprenticeships are open to ALL ages 

Come and find out how they could work for you 


Thursday 8 March 2018 

The International Centre, Telford 
12noon - 7.30pm Last entry 7pm 



www.telfordjobbox.co.uk/tasl8 

Showcasing 100’s of apprenticeships opportunities 
across Telford and Wrekin, Shropshire, The West 
Midlands and beyond. 



O Telford & Wrekin 
C0UNCIL 


ABA CRANE HIRE LTD 


Require 

TECHNICAL SALES 
REPRESENTATIVE 

required for the West Midlands area based in WALSALL 
Knowledge of the plant hire & construction industry 
would be an advantage. 

Company vehicle supplied. 

Excellent salary for the right applicant. 

Email details to: annebaggottataba@aol.com 


I-X 


8 

Motoring 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


PRESTIGE 


MERCEDES BENZ 

CLK 2.7D, 2003, silver metallic, 
leather interior, sat nav, AMG 
alloys, new tyres fitted 78,000 
miles. MoT, full service history. 

Bargain £2,500 
01543 451892 
07790 884466. 


LOW MILEAGE 


CHEVROLET TACUMA 

5 seater, 

55 plate, 
blue, 

only 52,000 miles, 
four new tyres. 

MoT'd till May. 

£300 no offers. 

0121 531 0240. 
Genine calls only please. 



PEUGEOT 2071.4S 


2007, 94,699 miles, black, 
electric windows, air con, MoT, 
CD, recent full service, water 
pump, cambelt and head 
gasket, very clean and ready to 
go. 

£1,325 ono. 

07969 969377. 



SKODA FABIA DIESEL 


03 reg. 

5 dr, Classic. 

7 months MoT. 
157,200 miles. 

Very clean inside and out. 
Service History. 
Owned for last 8 years. 
Silver. 

£395 

01902 471098/07508 
081543. 




MUST BE SEEN 


VAUXHALL COMBO 1300cc 

2012 , 

5 months MoT, 
no advisories, 

118,000 miles, 
very good condition. 

£3,300 

01889 570265/ 

07975 672997. 



NFL MOTORCYCLE TRAINING 

CBT to full licence. Call 8am - 9pm 
for deals 01902 494422. 



W.T.R. VAN HIRE Connects, 
Transits, Lutons with Tail lifts, 
pick-ups Open seven days. 
01902 457002 / 01384 79090. 



13A , Woden Road West, Wednesbury, WS10 7SF 


www.dallas-hire.co.uk Tel: 0121 647 7112 


Goods Vehicle 
Operator’s Licence 



CROWN MOTORS guarantee best 
price for your unwanted cars/vans. 
07903 549849, buyer will call. 


WANTED 

SMALL CAR 

Must be in good condition, with 
MoT. 


Hills Concrete Limited of 
Westgate One, Westgate, 
Aldridge, Walsall, West 

Midlands WS9 8 EX is 

applying for licence to use 
Westgate One, Westgate, 
Aldridge, Walsall, West 

Midlands WS9 8EX as an 
operating centre for TEN 
goods vehicles and ZERO 
trailers. 


Up to £1,000 paid. 
Telephone 07961 589264. 



OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 


IVIGB 

TOP PRICES PAID FOR 
ALL SCRAP CARS, 
VANS, BIKES, CLASSICS 

Tel: 01902 408176 

1000’s of parts 
available at all times 

MONMORE RD. WV1 2TZ 



Clutches/Brakes/ 

Gearboxes 


WEST MIDS TRANSMISSIONS 

Reconditioned Gearboxes and 
Clutch Change. 07710 429803 


Mobile Mechanics 


Owners or occupiers of 
land (including buildings) 
near the operating centre(s) 
who believe that their use or 
enjoyment of that land would 
be affected, should make 
written representations to 
the Traffic Commissioner at 
West Midlands Traffic Area 
Office, Hillcrest House, 386 
Harehills Lane, Leeds LS9 
6NF stating their reasons, 
within 21 days of this notice. 
Representors must at the 
same time send a copy 
of their representations 
to the applicant at the 
address given at the top 
of this notice. A Guide to 
making representations is 
available from the Traffic 
Commissioner’s Office. 
Dated 12th February 2018 


MARY ANN TASKER (Deceased) 

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any 
persons having a claim against or an 
interest in the Estate of the above named, 
late of 16 Redpine Crest, Willenhall, 
West Midlands WV12 4BA, who died on 
15/12/2017, are required to send written 
particulars thereof to the undersigned on 
or before 17/04/2018, after which date the 
Estate will be distributed having regard 
only to the claims and interests of which 
they have had notice. 

Chorus Law Limited acting 
for the Personal Representative, 

Heron House, Timothy's Bridge Road, 
Stratford-upon-Avon CV37 9BX. 

Ref: 145835 
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highways 

england 


ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984-SECTION 14(1)(a) 
THE M6 MOTORWAY (JUNCTION 9) (SLIP ROAD) 
(TEMPORARY PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC) ORDER 2018 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Highways England Company 
Limited (Company No. 9346363) intends to make an Order on 
the M6 Motorway, in the Metropolitan Borough of Walsall, to 
allow gantry inspection works to be carried out. 

The effect of the Order will be to close the slip road leading to 
the southbound carriageway of the M6 at Junction 9. 

The work will be carried out over one night between 21:30 hours 
and 05:30 hours and is expected to start on Tuesday 6 March 2018. 
The Order will come into force on 2 March 2018. 

Vehicles being used for police, fire and rescue authority, ambulance 
or traffic officer purposes and vehicles being used in connection 
with the works or for winter maintenance purposes will be exempt 
from the closure. 

A diversion route via M6 Junction 10 will be signed. 

For further information please contact Dennis Wheeler 
on 0300 470 3455. 

Karen Eustace, an officer in Highways England Company Limited. 
Highways England Company Limited (Company No. 9346363) 
registered office: Bridge House, Walnut Tree Close, Guildford, 
GUI 4LZ. A Company registered in England and Wales. 


Walsall Council, Planning, Engineering and 
Transportation 

Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) Planning (Listed 
Buildings and Conservation Areas) act 1990 Development Management 
Procedure Order 2015 (as amended) 

The below applications have been made to the Walsall Council. Applications 
can be viewed at First Stop Shop, Civic Centre, Walsall or online www. 
walsall.gov.uk/planning. Representations can be made online, email: 
planningservices@walsall.gov.uk or in writing to Head of Planning, 
Engineering and Transportation, Civic Centre, Darwall Street, Walsall, WS1 
1DG. Representations should be made within 21 days of the date of this 
notice. 

Please note: Your letter and personal details will form part of the planning 
file which is a public document and will be available for inspection at the 
Council Offices. The information may be released as part of a request under 
the Freedom of Information Act. 

18/0104 David Nutt FOR: CHANGE OF USE OF RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY 
(C3) TO RETAIL (A1). AT: 51, PARK ROAD, BLOXWICH, WALSALL, WS3 3SS 

ALISON MARY MARSH 
(Deceased) 


Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any persons 
having a claim against or an interest in 
the Estate of the aforementioned deceased, 
late of 71 Hill Street Darlaston WS10 9LD, 
who died on 20/11/2017, are required to 
send particulars thereof in writing to the 
undersigned Solicitors on or before 20/04/2018, 
after which date the Estate will be distributed 
having regard only to claims and interests of 
which they have had notice. 

ENOCH EVANS LLP 

6-9 Hatherton Road Walsall WS1 1XS T522828 


PAMELA MARY PADDOCK 
(Deceased) 

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any persons 
having a claim against or an interest in the Estate 
of the aforementioned deceased, late of Gorway 
House 40 Gorway Road Walsall West Midlands 
formerly of 113 Park Hall Road Walsall, who died 
on 19/09/2017, are required to send particulars 
thereof in writing to the undersigned Solicitors on 
or before 17/04/2018, after which date the Estate 
will be distributed having regard only to claims 
and interests of which they have had notice. 
HARRIS COOPER BROWNINGS 
Mill House 38 Dam Street 
Lichfield Staffordshire WS13 6AA T521327 



FREE TEXT MESSAGES from 
women wanting discreet ADULT 
FUN! Call 0121 620 2445 for full 
details. Discretion assured! 
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NICHOLL 
formerly Cooper 
D. M. 

Seeking Relatives of the above 
person. 

For more information regarding 
this lady, please write to 

Box Number P21082, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 

SINGLE GENT 

Retired, Active, Non- smoker, 
solvent own house and car. 
Seek Lady or Gent to share nice 
times. Prefer from Cannock 
Chase area. 

Box Number P21075, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1 ES. 

★ ★★ 

WORKING MALE 50's 

Own home and car, seeks 
female for friendship, age 
unimportant. 

Cannock or surrounding areas. 

Box Number P21077, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1 ES. 
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LEGAL /PUBLIC 
NOTICES 

For convenience youmayfax 
any advertising requirements to 

Marie Hogg on 
01902713146 
or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 

(remember to include a 
name/contact number for 
confirmation of receipt) 



STAND OUT 
FROM YOUR 
RIVALS 


Advertise your business 
on the Express & Star website 
www.expressandstar.com 


To find out how you can benefit call 
MNA Digital on 01902 319730 


















































































































Exhibition organiser Jim Cadman from Stourbridge 


Visitor Rose Cook-Monk signs the book of remembrance 



Duncan’s first cousin Keith Edwards takes a look the exhibition 



Duncan as a youngster with pals 



Edwards in an England cap. He played 18 times for his country 


Exhibition kicks 


off to 
Duncan 


honour 


SPORTING FEATURE 


Report by David Cosgrove 


AN exhibition in honour of Black Country 
football great Duncan Edwards has been 
launched and will run until March 30. 

The display includes a special book of re¬ 
membrance to mark the 60 th anniversary this 
month of the Dudley-born Manchester United 
and England star’s death. 

Among the first to sign the book was Tony Whelan, 
a former Manchester United player and now assistant 
director of the club’s academy. 

He was joined by Birmingham teenage prospect 
Dermot Mee, who is currently in the youth set-up at 
Old Trafford and hoping to follow in Duncan’s foot¬ 
steps. 

The pair made a special trip from Manchester to 
get a glimpse of the exhibition in Duncan’s honour. 
It is being held at Dudley Archives and Local History 
Centre, near the Black Country Living Museum, and 
features a host of photographs, press cuttings, memo¬ 
rabilia and football programmes relating to legendary 
‘Busby Babe’. 

Privilege 

Mr Whelan said: “We are proud to follow in the 
footsteps of Duncan. He will be a Manchester United 
legend forever, and it was a real honour and a privi¬ 
lege to come down today to see this new exhibition.” 

Dermot said: “Duncan was very special to everyone 
at Man United throughout his time at the club. 

“He has inspired many of us players to continue 
right to the end, chasing our dreams. 

“His story is a special one for me as obviously we’re 
both from a similar neck of the woods, and it would be 
a dream to follow in his footsteps one day.” 

United and England icon Duncan was one of eight 
players who died following the Munich air disaster on 
February 6, 1958. He died 15 days later on February 
21, aged just 21. The book of remembrance forms part 
of an extended exhibition honouring the footballer. 

The museum, which is normally closed on a Sun- 



Edwards in action for Manchester United 

day, will be open especially from noon to 2pm on Feb¬ 
ruary 18 as part of the commemoration. 

It will tie in with a special service of remembrance 
on the same day at St Francis’s Church, where there 
are two stained glass windows celebrating Duncan’s 
memory. 

Around 80 Manchester United fans are expected to 
travel on the day for the service and to visit the mu¬ 
seum, as well as visiting Duncan’s grave at Queen’s 
Cross cemetery and stopping off at his statue in the 
town centre. 

A special wall of remembrance is also being set up 
at the church, where Duncan’s funeral was held, for 
visitors. It will tell the story of his life, from his child¬ 
hood in Priory Park to his days playing for the Red 
Devils and England, and was being unveiled at the 


start of this week. A Duncan Edwards Tribute Dinner 
will take place at the Copthorne Hotel in Brierley Hill 
on February 21 with special guests including former 
Manchester United manager Tommy Docherty and 
European Cup-winning goalkeeper Alex Stepney, as 
well as members of the Manchester United Former 
Players Association. 

Councillor Dave Tyler, Mayor of Dudley, said: “I 
would urge anyone who has any memories of Duncan 
Edwards to get along to this exhibition and put pen 
to paper in the book. He was a giant of the beautiful 
game, and he was Dudley born and bred.” 

In total Duncan made 177 appearances for Man¬ 
chester United, scoring 21 goals, and playing his part 
in two league title wins in the mid to late 1950s. Nick¬ 
named ‘The Tank’, he also won 18 caps for England, 
netting five times for the national side. 

Travelled 

He was once famously described by former team¬ 
mate and best friend Sir Bobby Charlton as “the only 
player who made me feel inferior”. 

Duncan and Sir Bobby shared the same digs 
in Manchester and during National Service near 
Shrewsbury they travelled together on the train every 
Friday night for Saturday matches before returning 
to the Army on Monday. 

Sir Bobby said: “Duncan was the complete foot¬ 
baller - a colossus, powerful with his heading ability 
and unbreakable in the tackle. He would rampage 
tirelessly across the pitch, had a perfect first touch 
and was deadly in front of goal.” 

Sir Bobby, who was pulled from the burning wreck¬ 
age of the aircraft, has never forgotten those who per¬ 
ished in the disaster. He said: “Almost 60 years have 
passed since I last saw Duncan when I left hospital 
in Munich and I still think of him almost every day. 

“I am very pleased to be part of this tribute in 
Dudley that will pay homage to the memory of my 
friend, team-mate and the greatest footballer I have 
ever seen.” 

For further information on any of the events taking 
place as part of the tribute, log onto www.duncaned 
wardstribute.com, email jwc@duncanedwardstribute. 
com or call Jim Cadman on 07971624627. 

Admission is free and all items will remain at the 
centre after it ends. 


Stokes buzzing over 
fight night at Genting 

BOXER Josh Stokes is buzzing to get in the ring at the Genting Arena and 
earn the fifth victory of his burgeoning career. The 24-year-old will compete 
on BCB Promotions’ ‘Now Or Never’ show on February 23. 

It was initially set to be on the undercard of Frankie Gavin’s IBO World 
Welterweight Championship bid. However, that has now been rescheduled 
for March 24. 

West Bromwich light heavyweight Stokes hasn’t fought since stopping 
Latvian Raimonds Sniedze in September last year but believes this will be 
to his advantage. “I was supposed to fight in December but I wasn’t very 
well, so I couldn’t,” he said. 

“I think the break will have done me good anyway,” he added. “I have 
been working hard in the gym and it has given me a chance to work on a 
few different things. It is a class show and I cannot wait to get out and box 
there. I don’t think I will be fazed by it.” 

Tickets, from £40, are available from theticketfactory.com 


Kindon guest speaker 
at Smile for Joel night 

FORMER Wolves star Steve Kindon is the guest speaker at a sportsman’s 
dinner in aid of the Smile For Joel charity next month. It takes place at the 
Copthorne Hotel in Brierley Hill on Thursday, March 1. 

Tables of 10 are £400 plus VAT with a former player from either Villa, 
Wolves, Albion, Blues or Walsall on each table. 

Event organiser Steve Saul, from Route 39, said: “The support we get 
from former players from the local clubs is amazing. Last year we raised 
£6,000 for Smile For Joel and we are looking to top that this year.” 

Contact Route 39 on 01902 244220 to book places or for more informa¬ 
tion. 

The cause was set up in memory of Tunisia terror attack victims Charles 
Evans, Joel Richards and Adrian Evans, from Wednesbury, who died in 
2015. 

Former Wolves winger Kindon is a five-times winner of the Soccer 
Speaker of the Year award. 


Promotion recalled as 
trio take centre stage 

THE manager, captain and Player of the Year from Wolves’ historic first 
promotion to the Premier League are back in Wolverhampton to mark the 
occasion’s 15th anniversary. 

Boss Dave Jones, defender Paul Butler and goalkeeper Matt Murray will 
be at the ECC Sports and Social Club, on Showell Road on March 1. 

The 2003 Championship play-off final, a 3-0 win over Sheffield United at 
Cardiff, will be shown in full before the trio take centre stage. 

Jones, aged 61, is back in the area, living at the Bridgnorth home he’s re¬ 
tained since his time in charge of Wolves, from January 2001 to November 
2004. Murray, 36, is now a pundit after being forced to retire from the game 
due to injury. He saved a penalty in the play-off final. 

Butler left Molineux the following summer and played for Leeds, Milton 
Keynes Dons and Chester before hanging up his boots in 2009. He’s now 45. 

Tickets are £10, which includes a buffet and photo opportunity. For more 
information and to buy, call into the venue or dial 01902 424455. 
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Sangha and 
Holt to fight 
it out in final 

INDI Sangha and Paul Holt will slug it 
out for the Midlands Area Super Feath¬ 
erweight Title after reaching the final 
of the inaugural BCB Midlands Boxing 
Super Series. 

The semi-finals took place on Saturday 
and neither bout disappointed. 

The final will be a repeat of their Sep¬ 
tember 2017 fight, in which Sangha re¬ 
corded a paper thin 58-56 victory. 

Wolverhampton resident Sangha 
eased past Tamworth’s Louis Fielding 
on Saturday evening in the Stadium 
Suite, Walsall FC. 

Sangha went into the Super Series - 
sponsored by Grosvenor Casino Walsall 
- as favourite, sporting a 7-0 record and 
he lived up to that billing as he put Field¬ 
ing to the sword inside just two rounds. 

The second semi-final was equally 
absorbing but for differing reasons. Bir¬ 
mingham’s Paul Holt and Chasetown’s 
Luke Jones went hammer and tongs for 
six rounds. The contest ebbed and flowed 
with Jones, the underdog going into the 
contest, taking the opening two rounds. 
The Chasetown man looked in control 
but, as the fight wore on, Holt sparked 
into life and ultimately proved too much. 

Sangha and Holt will now go toe-to-toe 
for the Area belt in the coming months. 

Elsewhere on the show, Coventry’s 
Jordan Cooke and Walsall’s Rachel 
Ball were both victorious against for¬ 
eign opposition. Cooke won every round 
against dangerous Lithuanian Edvina 
Puplauskas whilst Ball, in only her sec¬ 
ond professional fight, dispatched Po¬ 
land’s Bojana Libiszewska 60-56. 

Ten-man Pics come 
off second best in 
feisty derby clash 

Halesowen Town 2 Rushall Olympic 0 

HALESOWEN ended a five game losing 
sequence to ease away from the base of 
the table in a feisty local derby of eight 
yellow and two red cards. 

Pics had the better of the early chances 
with ex-Yeltz defender Joe Hull heading 
a corner wide. 

The game’s major flashpoint came 
after 40 minutes when Pics forward 
Richard Brodie tussled with Yeltz man¬ 
ager John Hill and his assistant Matt 
Clarke then became involved before a 
mass brawl broke out. After the situ¬ 
ation settled, Hill was sent from the 
dug-out and Brodie was also red-carded, 
reducing Rushall to ten men. 

Halesowen took advantage with a goal 
in the first minute of the second half. A 
25-yard shot from Jordan Goddard was 
pushed away by on-loan Port Vale goal¬ 
keeper Joe Slinn and Lee Knight con¬ 
verted the rebound on his debut. 

Rushall picked up a string of further 
bookings early in the second period as 
they struggled to keep their composure. 
Jack Kelly doubled Halesowen’s lead di¬ 
rectly from a 65th minute corner. 


Sporting's Wembley dream ended 



Phil McKerdy is dejected at the final whistle 


WOLVES Sporting boss Andy Paddock said his 
side’s FA Vase run had put the club on the map. 

The West Midlands League side missed out 
on the quarter-finals after losing out to Spartan 
South Midlands side Leighton Town in a sev¬ 
en-goal thriller, with the tie decided by a disputed 
second half penalty. 

A pulsating first half saw six goals arrive in¬ 
side half an hour. Leighton drew first blood when 
James Hatch netted from a corner, but Sporting 
were level when Mitch Clarke bundled home from 


Kyle Delaney’s corner. A Hatch put Leighton 
back in front on 18 minutes from a replica corner 
move before Alex O’Brien, direct from a free-kick, 
made it 3-1 to the Bedfordshire side. 

Sporting battled back to level, Jon Letford 
lashing home before full-back Phil McKerdy was 
brought down and Alex Moore’s penalty crashed 
in off the bar. 

The outcome was decided when Delaney was 
adjudged to have impeded Hatch and O’Brien 
fired home the resulting penalty on 62 minutes. 


YOUNG SQUAD 
EARNS PRAISE 



Erhun Oztumer joins in the celebrations after Joe Edwards scores the Saddlers’ second goal 


BOSS Jon Whitney has sung 
the praises of his young squad 
- and is urging fans to get be¬ 
hind them. 

“The application of our young team 
is first class,” the boss said. “We’ve got 
Robbo (Liam Roberts) in goal. Young 
Jack (Fitzwater) is at centre-back. Kory 
(Roberts) came on late at Blackpool. 

“Liam Kinsella is one of our own. Amadou 
Bakayoko, Reece Flanagan, Kieron Morris, they 
are all players we have brought through. 

“I have been speaking about it all year. We 
should be proud of these young players putting in 
a real shift. But at times I don’t think we are. But 
that is why I came into this position, I am proud 
of this club and I am proud of those players. 

“They grafted at Blackpool. Let’s get behind 
them and let’s see where that takes them. That 
is all I ask as a manager. I want to thank all the 
fans who travelled to Blackpool. We had more 
than 600 and that is great support. 

Training 

“But get behind these young players.” 

Saddlers conceded late on at Blackpool on Sat¬ 
urday, travelling back with one point instead of 
three after twice being in front. 

However, Gary Bowyer’s side should arguably 
have taken all three points - with the Tangerines 
seeing a staggering three chances cleared off the 
line. 

The first arrived in the eighth minute when, 
following a corner, Curtis Tilt rose highest only 
to see his header hacked away by the perfectly-po¬ 
sitioned Jon Guthrie. But Walsall managed to 
get their noses in front thanks to some excellent 
work from Kieron Morris. 

After initially intercepting a loose pass, the 
winger managed to trick his way to the byline. 

And, once there, he kept his composure to pick 
out Joe Edwards with a low cross which the mid¬ 
fielder emphatically swept home from 10 yards. 

The goal had arrived against the run of the 


play. However, a lapse in concentration saw the 
hosts pull level. A long ball forward saw Walsall 
switch off, allowing Nathan Delfouneso to collect 
the pass before emphatically firing past Liam 
Roberts. 

Despite Blackpool being the more adventurous 
of the two teams, Walsall again took the lead in 
the 76th minute. A George Dobson corner really 
should have been cleared by the first man. 

But the delivery somehow evaded everyone ex¬ 
pect Guthrie - with the defender then making no 
mistake from close range. Walsall had scored two 
goals from what would go on to be their only two 
efforts on target. 

Yet Blackpool again rallied and they thought 


they had pulled level when substitute Armand 
Gnanduillet saw a looped header cleared off the 
line by a stretching Jack Fitzwater. 

In the 88th minute though, the home side did 
get the goal their performance warranted. 

Former Saddler Dan Agyei played in Gnan¬ 
duillet with a perfectly-weighted through-ball. 
And the Frenchman calmly lifted the ball over 
Roberts with a composed finish. 

Having been the better side, Blackpool now had 
the momentum to grab a winner. And they came 
a whisker away from getting one in stoppage time 
when Clark Robertson headed a free-kick towards 
goal only to see his effort cleared off the line by 
man of the match Guthrie. 


Wilkinson’s 
sharp to end 
Dario’s streak 

Alscott 4 Darlaston (1874) 1 

DARLASTON were confident of extend¬ 
ing their six-match unbeaten streak, but 
left Shropshire with that run in tatters. 

An improved Allscott played some 
excellent football in difficult conditions 
and deserved their win, but from a Dar¬ 
laston point of view it was probably their 
worst performance of the season. 

Left back Kane Thomas arrowed sev¬ 
eral pin point long throws into the Dar¬ 
laston six yard area and on 15 minutes 
this tactic paid dividends as the home 
side opened the scoring. Thomas’ long 
throw deep was palmed away by Darlas¬ 
ton keeper Aaron Morris into the path 
of Christian Wilkinson who slammed the 
ball high into the net from six yards. 

Darlaston did level in the 25th min¬ 
ute with their first serious attempt on 
goal. A free-kick from wide on their right 
was met by Ashley Justin who headed 
into the path of oncoming captain Ryan 
McAllister and he volleyed the ball past 
the static Ryan Swanbrough. 

Allscott re-took the lead just before 
half-time. A Ben Parker effort was 
blocked after three defenders got be¬ 
tween the ball and goal, leaving Jon 
Spragg unmarked at the far post with a 
simple tap in from four yards. 

Wilkinson gave the hosts a two-goal 
cushion in the 75th minute and com¬ 
pleted his hat-trick - and the scoring - 
with a penalty six minutes later. 

Darlaston visit fourth-placed Gornal 
Athletic at Garden Walk on Saturday, 
kick off 3pm. 

Bill Pickering bowls 
trophy up for grabs 

FOUR Probus club teams will vie for the 
coveted Bill Pickering Cup next week. 

Bloxwich, winners on 21 occasions in 
30 years, take on Aldridge, Walsall and 
Gorway - who have yet to win the event 
- on Thursday, February 22. The action 
gets under way at 9am at Bloxwich Ac¬ 
tive Living Centre, High Street. 

The competition, first played for in 
1987, is named in honour of Bill Pick¬ 
ering, who was probably best known for 
his swimming exploits. He crossed the 
English Channel in record time of 14 
hours and six minutes in August 1955. 
That lasted for six weeks until American 
Florence Chadwick sliced 11 minutes off. 


★★★ 


NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT 
RECYCLING 
The recycled 
content 

of newspapers in 
2015 was 62.8% 
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FROM OLD TO NEW 
WE DO THEM ALL 


We can service your 
new vehicle 


your warranty (TNCA) 

Mill Street, Walsall, West Midlands WS2 8AN 
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Engine decontamination treatment 



[^ Better fuel efficiency 
Smoother to drive 

[?f Helps pass MOT emissions tests 
Faster acceleration 
[vf Feels like new 


The Proven Engine 
Deep Clean 

Remove the sludge, varnish and 
debris an oil change leaves behind, 
you’ll be amazed at the results! 
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